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Island of ceyloav 



CHAPTER 1. 



Mseape from Madras by Tranquebar to Ceylon — Afrtval at Jaff" 
napatnam — Manner of living — Gulf of CaichdU 

Having been a prisoner of war for a considerable time in the city 
6f Madras^ I found it impossible to remain any longer a 
witness to the misery that prevailed in it, and being in great dan- 
ger of also perishing in the general famine, I resolved to make 
my escape to the Danish settlement of Tranquebar, where I soon 
after arrived in an open and leaky boat. My first intention was 
to remain here and wait the issue of the war, but t 5oon found 
that notwithstanding the neutrality of the place, it was as much 
exposed to the rapacity of the contending powers as others ; and^ 
contrary to my expectations, provisions were scarce and extreme- 
ly dear. As my finances in such a place would have speedily 
been exhacrsted, I resolved to leave Tranquebar as soon as pos- 
sible, and seek a safer and cheaper asyllim. But where should I 
find shelter — to the English I neither would nor durst return ; 
the Dutch were completely ruined^ the English had taken and 
destroyed all their settlements on the coast of Orixa and Coro^ 
ftiandeL The island of Ceylon was the only place of security 



• A ttaodern Dutch acconut of CeytoOj uow that island i» become aft English 
^'oIcMVy, cannot iaii to be iotereating to EngUsli readerti, independently i»f tbe cn- 
Houb facts aiid singular adveniure« detailed by the writer. The value of the 
work in aUo €iihftnee<J by the coiisidciratiou that the wofks^ published ^escribe 
lliatricra. bordering onttie sea Ctfast onlyi or of general statisties. 
VoYAGltS, FoL K B 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 TiavfUin the Island qf Ctylon. 

from famine and war ; and I could reach it in little more than a 
day, when I should find myself once more among my countrymen. 
Without further deliberation, then, I left the coast, and, accom-> 
panied by a young and amiable female^ I arrived safe at Jaffna* 
patnam, after making several narrow escaped. 

During u?y long residence on the coast of Coromandel, I had 
often wished to see this fine town, and now having it full before 
me, 1 must confess, that its situation and appearance far ex « 
ceeded the high expectations I had formed. On the morning of 
our arrival, the sun was just rising in all his splendour; before 
me at a short distance lay .^affnapatnam, in a wide amphitheatre, 
with its white houses intersected with groves and gardens, 
which, with the dark green gigantic palm and cocoa-trees, pro- 
duced a most charming and enchanting eflTect. 

I found here many friends and old acquaintances who had fled 
from the misery and famine which had desolated the coast« 
Among others, to my great joy, I met with Mr. Templin, formerly 
overseer of the coopers in the settlement at Nagapatnam; When 
that establishment was taken, the English plundered him of al^ 
most all his effects ; he had fled to Jaffnapatnam with the little 
be could save, and purchased a garden planted with cocoa and 
arrack -trees, the produce, of which supported his numerous 
family. His garden was without the city, and I had the good 
fortune to obtain one near to it, from Mr. Schroter, secretary of 
the police, with whom I became acquainted on the day t arrived, 
and who kindly offered. me the use of it. 

Here^ then, I lived in tranquillity and peace, free from all care, 
grief, and vexation. I can scarcely recollect a period in the 
whole course of my life, in which I was so cppfipletely happy^ so 
truly content astheiii at Jaffnapatnam. And no ^wonder; I pos- 
sessed all that can render a man happy in this world. I had 
property enough to enable me to live in a liberal manner, and in 
worthy Templin I had an honest man for my friend* 1 had al- 
ways considered independence as the greatest gift of heaven— no 
One had now the command over me, I had nobody to fear, anrd 
was completely my own lord and master. I loved a retired life, 
;and in this also my wish was gratified. The house in which Hived 
had a grove of rustling palm and coeoa-trees behind, and before a 
flower-garden and shrubbery. I was besides blest with the so- 
ciety of jlnna, whose heart 1 posses&ed without any mixture of 
self-interest, and thus my days pasW away, like the current of a 
dear brook among borders of flowers. . • 

. : It would be too tedious to describe the various amuaements in 
which I passed my time with my friends, or the numerous parties 
of pleasure to which I was invited to make excursions to the sur- 
rounding villages* Our favpurite. place of resort was Neloer, the 
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situation of which is enchanting beyond description^ The in- 
habitants of Jafinapatnam frequently form large parties of meo^ 
women, and children, and remain in the village for several days, 
to enjoy the beauty of its scenery, and the pleasures it affords. 
But what shall I say of the other amusements which made the time 
pass away so delightfully — of my wanderings with Anna to this or 
the other distant and solitary spot, when we spent the whole day 
together;— amused ourselves like children,, and were, like them, 
happy. Sometimes we went to the nearest village, where some 
good woman prepared our repast of rice apd kerry, while our 
drink was the delicious cocoa-nut, or fresh palm wine. With rt-» 
gret we saw the darkness approach and force us to return to our 
dwelling. 

My morning and evening walks to the delightful bay of 
CaickdH* must not be passed over in silence. At four o'clock, 
before sun-rise I set out, while Anna prepared breakfast for my 
return. I took my way through the groves of palm and cocoa- 
trees, while all nature around me seemed to rejoice. The early 
crows rose by hundreds from the trees, and with ceaseless cawing 
skimmed around in confused and eccentric circles. The Avon- 
trow,t spreading his broad pinions and leaving his high place of 
rest, mounted slowly to the sky to greet the approaching sun. I 
at last took my stand on the shore of the bay of Catchat, and be- 
held the 'king of day rising with slow and majestic steps from the 
blue waters. Light clouds with gilded edges surround hiih; 
every moment his beams increase in strength, and the dew- 
covered plants already feel the influence of his cherishing rays. 
But towards evening, when the sun had almost finished his course, 
and the cooling sea-breeze had tempered the heat of the day, this 
spot had new charms for me, and seldom did I fail, accompanied 
by Anna, to visit those delightful shores. The evening breeze 
rustling among the high tops of the palm-trees, and the rippling 
of the waves on the sandy beech, flocks of wild ducks, divers,, 
and all kinds of water fowl, rising from the sea, and repairing 
to their haunts on the land j tortoises, (with which the shore was 
covered) creeping to their holes, the long-legged, snow-white, 
Jeoukousi hastening to their nests on the •high Uees-— all an- 

* A baj orgalfthat divides the peninsula of Jaffiaapatnam from the rest of 
Ceylon. 

f« t The nboantain eagle. . , 

f The k9ukomh a kind of stork* which agrees with th$ description given of tfaa 
Egyptian ibis. It is a lonely bird, and lives only on lisfa,' frogs, Sec. Its step is 
stately and slow, and sonetimes it stands immoveable on one foot with its ^oaU 
dm imvm in, and its beak resting ou its breast, in a meditating postnre. Tht 
Indians have the same veneration for the koakon as the Dutch have lor the stork, 
because it clears the land of reptiles. It often endeavours to sorprise the ed 
among the mnd, bnt sometimes instead of the slippery prey, it disturbs the haunt 
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nouDced the approach of night ; while the wild geese, in long 
i^nks^ iirriving from every quarter, closed the varying «ceues of 
the day. 



CHAPTER II. 

Inclinaiion to travel — Secret wish — Unexpected gratification of 
it^^MyfellowAraveUers-^ The Ojppa, 

I HAD lived in this manner at JaiFnapatnam several months, in 
undisturbed repose, when an unexpected occurrence all at once 
awoke in me an inclination to travel^ and forced me from the 
abode of peace and happiness. 

The love of travelling is an unfortunate, incurable desire, end** 
ing only with life, which it frequently shortens. I have been 
possessed with this desire from my childhood ; it troubles me 
still now I am become older, and embitters many of my days. 
This insatiable curiosity to examine every thing myself, and fool- 
ish passion for adventures, has exposed me to many dangers, and 
been the occasion of much adversity and v/exation : it has often 
rendered me unhappy, or forced me from the happiness I en- 
joyed. 

I have already mentioned, that in order to escape from the 
English, with whom I was a prisoner of war, I had, at the im^ 
minent hazard of my life, ventured to sea in an open and leaky 
boat> in the middle of the tempestous monsoon. After a sucr 
cession of unfortunate events, I at last arrived at Tranquebar. 
In my voyage from that place to the coast of Ceylon, I endured 
the greatest misery, and narrowly escaped with my life. This 
ought to have inspired me with an aversion to all dangerous un- 
dertakings, but, notwithstanding, my former passion soon revived ; 
aiid, in a word, I wished to leave my enjoyments, the pleasant 
and happy life I led at JaiFnapatnam — Anna — all, for a time, and 
wander among the unexplored and savage forests of Ceylon. How 
imprudent soever such an inclination niay appear to the reader, 
to e^ose myself among the wild beasts of the island, in order to 
examine them in the state of nature, [ had often h\t it since my 
arrival at Jafihapatnam ; but besides, there were in those immea- 

ofthe^water serpent, ivhich noexpectediy seizes its lon| neck, and instantly bites 
it off with iiA sharp teeth. I have often seen sDch heamess bodies qf those birds 
floating on the water. 
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Siurable forests so many unkaown jdants, trees, insects, and thoor! 
sands of things all peculiar to Ceylon, which I wished to see and 
examine, that Ishould willingly have penetrated even to Cpnrf^* 
wda, the metropolis of the emperor, to explore a eountry so fa* 
mous in the ancient history of India, that I had heard so much of, 
and of which so few satisfactory accounts exist in Europe. There 
was not, however, the least probability that my wish would ever be 
gratified . 

To have ventured alone into those immeasurable forests which 
separate the Dutch possessions along the coast from thosQ of the 
emperor of Cond^ oeda, would have been foolish in the extreme ; 
I should have lost myself even the first dav, in those vast wilder- 
nesses, and must have been devoured by the monsters with which 
they are filled, or soon have perished with hunger^. 

The certainty that no European would be foolish enough to ac« 
company me on such a journey, without an object, without know* 
ledge, and without the hope of any great advantage, prevented 
me from speaking of it to any one, and made me consider it as 
an undertaking as unlikely to be accomplished as a voyage to the 
moon. I was, besides, unacquainted with any person capable of 
performing the journey, and with whom I could have ventured to 
expose myself to its dangers. My friend Templin was the only 
man in all Jaffnapatnam who, every thing considered, was best 
calculated for such an undertaking, be was strong, courageous, and 
hardened against fatigue ; but the desire to learn any thing new, 
or curiosity after strange animals, plants, insects, &c. was not to 
be sought for in him. There was, therefore, not the least pro- 
bability that he would expose himself for nothing and without 
reason, to hardships and dangers, — that he would leave his home, 
his wife and children, to undertake with me this unnecessary and 
perilous journey. Having once spoken of it to .him,, as^ if. by 
chance, he only laughed; asking me if I was weary.of my life ; it 
was, however, no other than himself who, some time i^fterwards, 
invited me to the undertaking, of which I should otherwise have 
thought of no further. 

\ One evening having gone to drink a glass of palm^wine and 
smoke a^pipe with my neighbour, ** You come, quite a-propps," 
said he as soon as I entered the garden, ^^ I was just going to 
send for you ; having this morning received a letter with good 
news ; my friend the overseer of the coopers, at CoUmbOy informs 
me that on account of bad health he has resolved to give up his 
charge, and return to Holland with the first ship : he has not yet 
made known his resolutions, but expects me within two months 
at Colombo to solicit the post vacant by his resignation, in which 
he and his friend will assist me with all their interest ; here is 
the letter, read it yourself/' 

I congratulated the worthy Termplin on his future prospects, and 
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advised bim not to delay, but to «et out for Cblombo, as early as 
possible, in a funny or other vessel, either in company or alone. 
•* Do you take me for a fool," cried he, ** what ! to fall into the 
hands of the English who are cruising along the « whole coast of 
Ceylon and Jaffnapatnam and the straits of Manor— no, old Tern- 
pUn is not mad. I will go by land, and I have no doubt you will 
with pleasure accompany roe on the journey/' Though so fond 
of travelling this proposal did not exactly suit my taste. I told 
him that the road from Jaffnapatnam to Colombo, as many people 
had informed me, lay always close along the shore, and that 
nothing was to be met with by the way but poor villages, with 
miserable inhabitants, and that the whole journey could produce 
nothing to gratify my curiosity, or repay the expense of a dooly or 
aridolf* as well as during my stay at Colombo, which altogether 
could not be less than a hundred rupees. ^^ Besides which,"' said 
I, <* you know that I am not alone, what should I do with Anna, 
it would not be advisable to leave her by herself." 

** Give yourself no uneasiness with regard to Anna,*' replied 
he " she will stay with my wife till our return. Besides, it is by 
no means my intention to take the old common road along the 
shore, I should have no pleasure in that myself, — still less shall 
we be carried in an andol or dooly^^we travel on foot," cried he 
clapping me on the shoulder, — " through the interior, high up in 
the country, across the great forest of Ceyhn, which you have so 
often wished to do. You may now satis^ your curiosity while I 
shall indulge my inclination for the chase ; we shall go well ar- 
med with pistols, fowling-pieces, and cutlasses, and we must 
endeavour to find two or three Europeans or Mestese, willing to 
undertake the journey with us ; and besides each of us must 
hire a few Chiviasf to carry our provisions and other necessaries ; 
and thus armed and prepared we shall have nothing to fear either 
from' hunger or wild beasts." 

It was unnecessary to say more, the wandering sjpirit rose io 
me like « smothered fire blown by the wind, and I joyfully gave 
him my hand, provided we could find two more -"Europeans to ac- 
company us. 

We talked over the subject for a considerable time, forming 

• A sort of litter similar to a palaoqainy except that the andol has a straight 
instead of a crooked bamboo, and no tent, but a piece of canvas several yards 
long, which bangs over it to exclade the sun*8 rm. 

f The chivia$ belong to the lowest cast among the nations^ and though thej arc 
not held in such contempt, by thrir countrymen, as the Parias among the natives 
of Mtiabar on the contineftt, yet fbey are kept in bumble situations. 

The tfAtwor are not permitted to cover their heads with linen, or to oroameiit 
themselves w^th any thiin^ of a black colour ; their wives and daughters mutt not 
cover the upper part or their bodies, but always go with their breasts bare. 
These chivias are used for the basest and lowest kind of labour. 
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new plant and dediriona, till a message from Anm called me io 
supper, when» with my thoughts full of the journey^ I returned to 
my habitation. 

t said nothing of our intention that evening to Jinna, knowing 
it would grieve her much ; and that it would be time enough 
when the matter was more certain and brought to maturity ; as 
all still depended upon the question, whether we could find in 
Jaffiiapatnam two Europeans or Mestese, who, for our gratifi- 
cation alone, and without cause or necessity, would be willing to 
undertake so long and diiBcult a journey, even under the con- 
dition of being well paid for their trouble, and kept free of all 
expense. I looked upon this as an absolute impossibility, and 
therefore still placed little reliance on the journey s being accom- 
plished* To venture myself alone in those frightful forests with 
my friend Templiriy after mature deliberation, t concluded, would 
not be sufficiently prudent, and if merely any accident should 
happen to either of us^ what course could the other pursue ? 

The afiair therefore remained for Some days in uncertainty^ 
while Mr. 7*emp2in, in the interval, used every possible nioins to 
find among the free Europeans or Mestese, a comipit of adventu- 
rers willing to accompany us in Oinr intended journey. It was of 
no use to think of those in the company's service, as they were 
not at liberty to undertake such journeys, nor could they have left 
the garrison without running the risk of severe punishment. 

At last, on the fourth day, my friend TetnpUn informed me that 
he had found a third man, called George^ who had formerly been a 
soldier at Nagapatnam, but was at that time out of the service. 

I was not much pleased with this future fellow traveller. The 
man had two cardinal defects which, in my opinion, at once ren- 
dered him unfit for our undertaking, namely, he was deaf, and al- 
most always drunk. In other respects he was a good fellow^ 
always laughing and merry, notwithstanding his wretched con* 
dition, a great lover of every thing in the shape of strong liquor, 
unceasingly loquacious, and the most laughable and comic teller 
of a story that can possibly be imagined) for the rest, he was 
tall and strong, and by no means deficient in courage^ 

I knew him at Nagapatnam, where he had been a soldier in the 
company^s service, and at the same time carried on the business of 
a baker. He was a native of Strasburgh, in which city he had also 
been a baker. A train of singular adventures and strange tricks, 
some of which I shall afterwards impart to the reader, were the 
cause of his being at Jajffhapatnam^ where he contrived to exist 
through the generosity of some of the inhabitants. He had often 
expressed to us a wish to go to Colomboj to try the baking trade 
once more, ^ which he was certainly very expert, being at the 
same timi^ an ei^cellent and experienced cook ; and had it not 
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been for his unfortunate Hking for liquor, he mrght hav^ found t 
plentiful subsistence any where. 

Although I was but little iuelin^ towards him as a fellow tra- 
veller, I notwithstanding allowed myself to be persuaded by my 
friend TewipK/i, who insisted tliat we were by no means obliged 
to give him more liquor than we should judge necessary ; and 
for the rest, his deafness would not prevent him from assisting us 
if we were attacked by wild beasts. 

I therefore gave my consent, and we seiit for him. The pro- 
posals was no sooner made to accompany us, and that we would 
take him free of all expense to Colombo^ than he joyfully agreed 
to IT, and declared he was quite ready to set out. There were now 
three Europeans of us, but as we could not place too much de- 
pendence on our new comrade, it was absolutely necessary to 
increase our company by at least one more adventurer — Fortune 
favoured us in this beyond our expectation. 

Some days after our last reinforcemenf, a person arrived at 
Jaffnapatnam, who called himself a Frenchman, but I afterwards 
' discovered that he was a Swiss. He gave out that he wais charg- 
ed with important dispatches from admiral De Suffiren to M. 
Monneraiif the French agent, who was then at Colombo. 

The dread of falling into the hands of the English, who wer^ 
cruising round the island, and particularly in the straits of Monaf, 
was Also the reason of his wish to travel over land and on foot. 
His purse, probably, did not permit him to indulge hiinseff with^ 
an andol. Not being willing to travel alone, he enquired among 
the inhabitants whether any European would in a short time set 
but on foot for Colombo. As our design was well known to the 
whole town, he was naturally directed to me ; he came, and with 
much politeness requested me to permit him to Join- our party. I re- 
plied that 1 should rejoice to have him for my fellow traveller; but 
that I was afraid our manner of travelling would not be agreeable 
to him J it would therefore be necessary to make him acquainted 
with our plan beforehand. We, it was true, were going to Or-- 
bmboy but not by the usual road, which follows the line of the 
sea-shore : our intention was to get as far from it asr possible, to 
take a south-easterly course to penetrate through the thick exten- 
sive forests, and over the mountains in the province of Conde^wda 
to ttie latitude of Ccflombo, towards which we should then take a 
westerly direction. We certainly had business to transact in that 
city, but we had undertakeii the journey as much front curiosity 
and amusement, as from necessity ; we therefore intended 
to travel at our ease, and without in the least hurrying ourselves, it 
being a matter of indiflference whether we arrived a few weeks 
sooner or later at Colombo. If he%ou)d accommodate himself to 
this object and plan, and would promise not to interfere ^ith 
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tuei^on tbt joarnej, butta identify himsdl ^QtiFelyvrith u% 
mj fellow travellers and myself would be happy to admit him i«4o 
purparty. 

The route and our conditioDs were, however, far from givtag 
bimsatisfectiooy and he did his utmost to induce me to alMindon 
our pkn. He exposed in the most emphatic manner all the 
dangers and insurmountable, difficulties with which we slKHild 
htfve to struggle^ in shaping a course for ourselves athwart impet> 
netrable forests swarming with wild and savage beasta, where wt 
might so easily lose ourselves, and be continually in daager of 
perishing^ &c. But my new friend did not know me } all his elot* 
queoce.was displayed in vain. Those dangers with which fa^e 
endeavoiired to frighten me from our intended journey, wa^ one 
of the principal causes of my undertaking it. A journey without 
difficulties or dangers had few charms or attractions for me. AB 
that is dreadful^ beautiful^ great or awful in nature, gave me plea*- 
fsure-^a hurricane, a tempestuous ocean, the roaring of thunder, 
the lightning shootii^ acuoss the sky-^I couM behold with de^ 
light; the sight. of abysses, precipices, mountains enveloped in 
clouds, sharp inaccessible overhanging clifis, the rushing of cata«- 
racts, the fulling of mountain streams into the echoing valley, 
a^d above aU, thick a.nd extensive forests full of grey massy trees 
•pd swarming with aniqnals of every species, were so many enr 
j^ments for oiy reMless mind. 

iJL^O' Alkmiui (so he called himselO &t last finding that he 
«am4 ii^aka no in^preasion upon me, bagged me to introduce him 
tc^ my otheir feUow. traveller. I immediately brought him to my 
friend TempVin^ who told him the same respecting the object of 
wr journey that he had just heard from me. He used all the 
persuasiuo he was.mas^ter of to induce Templin to give up the 
p^n, by laying before him the dangers of the journey, but finding 
that here also he was pretiching to the deaf, he at last declared 
himself ready to go with us, but begged at the sjime time that the 
preparations for the journey should be made with all possible 
dispatch. As we calculated the expense of provisions, drink, &c* 
for tjui. and our chivias on the journey woufd amount together to 
60 rupees, M. D'Allemand paid his 20 rupees without making 
any objections^ and Templin took upop himself the charge of 
purchasing every thing necessary, which he thought would be 
ready within two days. 

After we had arranged and regulated every thing respeating 
our arms, provisions, &c. we began the very next day to make 
preparations for our journey. 1 took three koolies or chivias into 
«y service, my friend Templin as many, but as M. D'Allemand 
had a large trunk, he was obliged to take one more, so that our 
whole troop consisted of four Europeans and ten chivias or Indiaes, 

VOYAGBS, Vol. V. C 
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ia lEiIt iftixteen pet^deis, including a slaye belonging to M. D^AU 
lemand and another to Mr. Teroplin. With respect to George^ 
our baker^ no assistance was necessary for him, as he carried 
his whole property upon his back, tied up in a bundle. ' 

Fronfi the commencement of the war upoti the coast, the an- 
nual hunting of the elephant had not taken place in Ceylon, a^ 
the inerchants on the continent, who traded in those animals, did 
i>ot come over to purchase them ; and when, at last, the war brok^ 
out between the Dutch and the £nglish, the former had. enough 
to do to protect themselves from the attacks and stratagems of 
the latter, who frequently harassed them either by open violence; 
or by holding secret correspondence with the emperor, or sove-* 
leign of the island.' The elephants had, therefore, become much 
bolder, and often leaving the forests and deep wck)ds in larg^ 
troops, occasioned great damage in the lonely and scattered vil-^ 
lages ; overturning the huts, and treading down the grain in the 
fields; or eating it up, and destroying many of the inhabitants; 
It was, therefore, highly necessary that we should be well armed, 
in order to protect ourselves from their attacks, and preserve our 
lives, (H* at least to possess some means of keeping them at a 
distance, or frightening them away, as a ball fired from a fowling- 
piece has but little effect upon their gigantic bodies. In conse- 
quence of this we provided ourselves with a hundred ,/bugeito5,* 
or rockets, and two plates of copper to be used by way of cym- 
bals, as those animals are most afraid of fire and loud noises, which 
they are unable to withstand in their wild state ; but dependence 
cannot always be placed even upon this, as we in the sequel 
found by experience. 

Having taken these precautions, I went to Mr. Raket, at that 
time governor of Jaffnapatoam, to reqiuest an oppa to Colombo^ 
which 1 immediately received. The wordoppa signifies an order^ 
and serves tlie traveller for a passport. 

There are two sorts of oppas, — those with white linen, and 
those without it. The first are given only to those who fill im- 
portant offices, and to the Company's servants who are travelling 
on business to one or other of the Dutch Establishments in the 
island. Two days before the departure of the principal personage^ 
a PeoHy or courier, is sent out, who advertises all the villages at 
which the traveller is to stop, or pass through. The M(yor<ils$ or 

* The Indians, in war, make use of a kind of rocket, which is called /ov^ftfo. 
It is an iron rod from 8 to lO feet long, and aboat 3 inches thick. At the one 
end is a thick iron case filled with gan-powdnr, which, being fired by a small 
hole behind the case, the rod flies, forward with amazing swinness, turning con* 
tintially round, and will sometimes kill or wound five or six men. These rockets 
are managed by particular persons, and both strength and &rt are necessary to let 
tlMm off, and give them a horizontal dircctioiu 
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heads of those villages, are expressly commanded, in sach an 
oppa, to hang round the ambalam* with white linen. The washer- 
women are required to provide this linen, being no other than the 
clothes which the villagers have ^e'nt to be washed. In this man- 
ner the gentleman's arrival is waited for; while, besides this, the 
Majorat, as well as his people, must supply him with provisions 
as long as he thinks proper to remain in the village. The heads 
of the villages are, by order of the Company, required to keep an 
accurate list of all the travellers who pass through, their villages 
with such an oppa^ and to deliver annually an account of all the 
expenses th/ey are at, to the governor; but the money u seldom 
or never repaid to them. 

The oppa without white linen is the leaf of a palm-tree, on 
which, in the Malabar or dngahte^ language, every majorat is 
commanded to provide the bearer with what is necessary, upon 
bis paying for it ; snob an oppa, which is refused to nobody, costs 
a rix-^dollar. This precaution is absolutely necessary in e coua- 
try where, from the oppression of tlieir masters, the natives are 
exasperated to an extreme against all that are called Europeans^ 
and, in consequence, never allow an opportunity to pass of inja« 
ring and molesting them to the utmost of their power. 



CHAPTER III. 



Anna*i grief-^Diviswn of our baggage^^Departure-^Jrrival at 
Calmohie'^The TJirmun'-'Conjugal history of the baker-^Indis* 
position of TempUn — Arrival at Panorin. 

It was at last time to think of our departure r — all was ready^ 
bot^ I had the greatest difficulty in reconciling Anna to my depar- 
ture, even in any degree. She was in despair as soon as she 
discovered my intention ; her constant weeping and lamenting 
had almost made me change my resolution; while at the same 
time- she endeavoured to persuade me that my undertaking was' 
imprudent in the extreme, and that, though in a numerous com- 
pany, I was not the less exposed to danger, and even to lose my 
life. This, however, as I have already said, was not a sufficient 
reason to deter m^ from undertaking the journey ; but those sighi 

* The 4mJk^lam if a ^arge iqnare 9traw but, wbick It foond in every yntttLff 
aad scrvvaibe traveller instead of a Chtmder^^ (or kind of retting place,) winch 
iiilf^aiciliBC^ylia. 
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w|d JamentaticNn tegan> ia soma aaeaiure^ to make me rape&4 of 
^viog eofiged myself so far m tba bitsineas ; and bad it not 
been for fihaai«v and the just reproaches of my other fellow tra« 
yelUr% who» relying^upon my word and my companyp hadpr^* 
pared every tbiag for the journey^ I believe 1 sbouM bave^, after 
^Uj^ wuhdrawci myself from tbe undertaking. 

^< A joarney on isM,'* said Anna, ''is ever pleasant and amo- 
sing^ tbrough inhabited and open countries, where people, halii-' 
tatioosi villages, bazars, and baiting places are found every where | 
but in tbos^ unbomoded forests and wildernesses, where tbe deep 
sUeiNce that prevails is only interrupted by Ihe biasing of serpents^ 
or the howling of wild beasts : where no assistance or help of aaj 
l^ind cafi be lobked fory^bow eiasily may an aocideat befal you ! 
Tbe impenetrable hiigb bushes thrOtigh ,whieb you must strti^gk 
are the abode of venemous serpents and reptiles ; «ad do you 
Dot also run greait risk from the poisonous vapoum ef those deep 
v^ofc^dsv^^^b^t^ 4 P^Q ^^A seMoui blows^ a» weU as fivom being 
Qi\ercoi^p with fatigue or sijckness^ under whic|iy^ m^tsink 
hc^ore^ you cpu}d be brought W asi inbaUted plaoe/' 1 

1 re|4«ed thfit it .wias now too lale^lo tibiBki>f. satMating,, bud 
promised to take eff<ety possible em-e ol uiy beallb» ind t» wan'» 
der from the rest of the party, and to have a pair of boots made 
on purpose, that I might be less exposed to be bitten by serpents. 
As she saw the affair could no^be altered, she becan^e at last re- 
conciled ; and, on the day before our departure, took up her abode 
in the habitation of our friend TempUn. The wife of the honest 
cooper had also in the b^inoiag strongly opposed his entering 
into so dangerous an undertaking, and exposed the folly of ma- 
king such an unnecessary journey, especially aahehad alargie 
family depending opon him for support. But the cooper bai 
established the custom in his family, never to allow his wife to 
contradict or censure any of his measures. He wouM have pro- 
ceeded in a plan, though perfectly eonvinced ilt was buctfulaaA 
disadvantageous, merely for the sake of contradicting |ier, if abet 
had jEittefnptedtotlay downxules for him^orblam/ejUa eonductr 
He was of a yeiv selfi;^i and obstinate tem^i^anidt^he.ftwpd it 
better to Jet bun have im own. way about ^e jpaxutit^ reconeilh^ 
herself as. well as she could» and happy that she , should, at least 
ei^y the company of -4aijia; : ..; v ' 

. On .^he ^morning of the day ^catiQcdf, W one:. departure |we all. 
a^^embled in ^he cooper's housed •■ Qur fifst 'carf was to dinde t^f) 
l^ag^ge and pavisiohs among qur.people, and to afffoiot eiveufy* 
one nis share in the carriage. 

Thrjce chivias were set apart to carry the rice, the article of tl)e 
fir^t necessity; for this purpose ure chose the strongest, an4'ea9bi 
of them was loaded with sixty pounds, which he mtAoi onw^iiis^ 
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•hottldcr upon a bftraboo. T«9o othect cattitd the tnmk htlMg^ 
iDg to Mm jyMltwaand ; tbe flixth faftd two large copptr YM^dtf^ 
«»icfa narrow necks, calied KoMt each of whkh eontsiticd about 
a pailful of liquid ; these vessels •were destined ibr our supply ot 
be^h water. The seventh kooly carried two bailiefs^ in which 
were our liquors, coffee, tea, sugar, and the cocoa-oil and spices 
tfx the currjri he was besides, loaded with tweaty-fli!« pounds of 
. ricew The eighth was chaiiged with the faraitufe of The kfceken, 
conaiating of two laffge copper pots to boil rice, besides sei^ral 
copper acaks^ instead of plates, and four juga of tbe smne metal 
to drink out of; he atoo had twcnty^filre pounds of rice. Out 
baadrail Fvugeika, €st nachets, and the mats to eat aad sleep tipon, 
with a pasr.iof small found cushions for oar heads, formed iht 
baodcnof the ntntb. Tbe clotfaes s»id Ikten of my friend Tmi* 
jjIiii, and my own, (we had provided aurstflvies only wf tti tMiat 
WosabeolQtely ttscessary) were, with somef trffMng ttrticHe^^ ^rlied 
by the tecMh man. M. jyAUemaivdls »)ilfie^boy was our cymbid 
fjaf er, or mther beattv, aivd earned at fhe same tiiM a leaiAie^ 
bag with our anmuMtian^ powder, balls^ ami cmrtrtdgfes; whflti 
tke cooper's boy was to beat upon- the other Cymbal, and act aa 
oook upon the jaomey. 

. Att^ being now preparevl, we partaok of tf hMty dSnner wiA tM 
eoopor in his gafiteHi and after taking atetfd^ fti^ewtfll df iht 
Ismaks^ who could not ref«rid from mehiog into tearsf^ th<i wft^e 
IMHnaet foiawwd^ witb cymbals f^ymg, ami «lti«om]^ani^ byii 
gran abmbtr ^f tie inhaibitafirf s^ whd' h»d come 't& see this singet^ 
bb-cavalaade. 

\ Tha iom BuTGfemii bort a ooasidariible reiSMiManae to a fft>M 
oJF iseebootaia goiag mit apon an eapedition* 7>MpKa, Mt. lyAh 
hmakd^ a»i myself, had each » bai^ir at his aide, a- pair of piilw 
mil in bia girdle^ aortriiige^-boit before Mm. Mi. it iirasket'apon 
bia4ri»idder^ and Ae dttif Mier w^s armed wMi a long bnesaf 
aalre-^afMcii.stMidc apm Kha gtbm»d M ef^fy mtp he took. 

It was three o^doek hi the aft«fiioo# whefr we^et^we, and.af . 
fautrwaaniTBd at C^Umngamme^ oih^rvifi^ called (^bbm&dfoor, a 
aaoall fiibiog aittago siimateii on tbe gtAT 'of-Cakhc^. The boatisr 
ibv 4iat!Oii«eywoti of trtftetlaia' aerosar IbS' bay , arvatetfened nt 
tfaiajplflae) «vdi pitmmi pays two atiiirer^> (kbMt twb^pence,) for; 
hbipasimgo^ r''' 

Mr. SchM^, MCfemiydr ib« pM<^, ^» #a» pfei^^nf at &oit 
d^pattare, had anritwAbefMe Wf, hv bis palan^aiiy,* at ttds place^ 
and git 0tf orderatb bato tU'ce baatt ta j^eadilidsV. Wis immie- 

*" • ^. .. ^ ■ ' ■ ' -^ ' , '!' ! • " !' ' ' J : ' ?{ ^ » 

J^ A Uttei* made W bamboo^ whioh U carried bjr koolUft or beaftnw aa^^aa^ 
Ta7'tcfirai% and contefdMit for tratdna^, ai tbe occopier inay slesp/sfri read, 
aad even write ia it. 
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^atelj^emharked our chivias and baggage in two of theniy white 
we, with Mr. Schrdter and some friends who had accompanied us 
thus far, emptied a few more bottles of wine, which they had 
brought with them. 

At la9t, about five o'clock, we took leave of our friends, and 
embarked for the other side. . , 

The wind, was directly agaiiist us, so that the sails were of no 
use, and -we were ..obliged to row. On the passkge, a ttirmun, or 
arrow-fish, shot over the vessel, and so close' to our baker's face^ 
that the fright made him let fall a glass of wine which he had 
just put to his iK^outh to drink success to our journey. 

The word turmwi signifies, as has been already said, arrow«>fish ; 
and it b not without reason that this name has been given it ;-» 
an arrow from a bow does not cleave the air so rapidly as this fish 
when it rises out of the water to escape the pursuit of its enemy« 
It is commonly about two feet in length ; in shape and colour it 
greatly resembles the pike, but is somewhat thinner; its snout is 
Uke the beak of a bird, amaa^ingly hard, tapering to a point, and 
projects at least half a foot from its head. It is frequently 
caught on account of its delicate flavour, but it is not very nhw^ 
dant. It shoots, in an instant, upwards of .twenty paces through 
ibs air in a right line, and sometimes pierces the deck of a vessel 
with its long^ pointed snout, whioh is with great difficulty extri^ 
catedy and it is often necessary to break it off. Tbe fishermen o£ 
this bay, who, according to custom, have commonly the one .ha]£ 
of their bodies under water, either to drive the fish into their nets^ 
by beating the water with a stick, or to catch tortoises, are muck 
afraid of the tUrmUns, and arie often exposed to be wounded by 
tbem. There are many instances of peofde bavipg been struck, 
by them, and lost their lives, and this might unfortunately have, 
been the fate of our poor bakeT> if the fish bad struck him in the. 
temples, above which it was little more than a span when it shot^ 
past him ; he certainly would not have lived to tell, the tale.-^To 
what singular deaths are men sometimes exposed ! 

ia my walks along the bay of Catchm^ I have often seen thifl' 
fish shootout of the water, and have always remarked in it a 
visible singular thrilling motion, when it flew along the sorJbce 
of the water } and no doubt it is this general shuddering or tnem-* 
bling of its body which carries it for a few moments into the aii^* 
and gives this amazing power and rapidity to its motion. 

We landed about six o'clpck on the other sidepf the gulf» 
wbicb,is Ct^fofi, properly so calldl. Our pepple, who, as I hiive; 
said, set out an hour before us, had taken up their quarters under 
a hurge bangaio, situated not far from the beech, and apparently' 
serving es a shelteir firom the sun and the rain^ for passengers aaa 
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their goods, wdting the arrival of a vessel from Colombogamme, 
to carry them over to the peninsula of Jqffhapatnam. 

We were overjoyed that they had chosen this place instead of 
the fishing village Ccdmomay about a hundred yards from it, where 
, we should have been obliged to pass the night either in or amonr 
the fishers' hpts. When we arrived, our cook and the chivias had 
the rice-pot already on the fire, and our supper was sgon pre- 
pared. We ordered the mats to be spread under a large thicldy-' 
leafed tree that stood before the bangalo. Hefe we supped ; and 
afterwards prepared ourselves to sleep in the same place* But 
the baker, who had paid too many visits to our bottle, put sleep 
out of the question with his continual babbling, nor could all our 
remonstrances prevail on him to be quiet. 

. At last, recollecting the tender farewell that Anna and I took 
of each other at; our departure, and the tears she shed on that 
occasion,—*^ Tiiuly, sir," said he, turning towards me with a sati- 
^ rical grin, '* if you knew the women as well as I do, if they had 
plagued, beaten, banished, {^nd ruined you, as they have me, you 
would uot make so much ado about them, and still less would' 
you put any trust in their crocodile tears. As I am in a talking 
humour," continued he, " and have not the least inclination to 
sleep, I must, to pass away the time, give you some account of 
my life, in so far as the fair sex are concerned, and all the mise- 
ries and misfortunes they have brought upon me. Alas ! they, 
are ' the cause that I am now compelled to wander about like a 
vagabond, and to lead a poor, miserable, and wretched life. You 
shall judge whether I have not good reason to curse and detest* 
that false, treacherous, inconstant, and faithless sex." 

After this introduction he began an accoupt of his life, which] 
was every moment interrupted by imprecations, and the abuse*' 
of women. As he spoke with the Strasburgh accent, a mixed' 
dialect of bad Dutch and German, thickly interspersed with- 
oaths, and at the same time accompanied the^ relation of his 
adventures with ridiculous gestures, and a distorted countenance, 
it was impossible for us to forbear from now and then bursting- 
out into a loud laugh. 

He had married four wives in different cities in Europe, who, 
as far as he knew, when he went to India, were all living, and un- 
known to one another. They had caused him all the evils that 
ever base and wicked women can possibly bring upon a man. 
His domestic history, which he related at full length, was truly 
strange and humorous. 

He was forced to leave his first wife, for fear of his life; she 
was a devil in human shape; The second had sold him to a 
Prussian recruiting party, and he had the, misfortune to lose his 
hearing at the battle of Rosbach^ The third, who was a spend- 
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tlufift aad lijipkr, so^xi rediieed bim frooi ikt comfortaUe skte- 
tton be was in when he bad the misfcNrtttDe to manrjp her> to « 
atate of beggary. Tbe fourth, whooi be espoused at Hamburg, 
betrayed him into tbe bands of the Duteh jSd9erk»ipenJ^ or Idd^ 
mipperSi and was sent by them as a soldier to Nag^j^miftanu He 
iMgan tbe baking trade there, and would have succeeded extremely 
well, bad it not been for his continual tippling, to which be had, 
like many others, become addicted from endeavouring to stifle 
tbe feelings of domestic misery. He there married bis fifth wife^ 
a black Paria girl of tbe Roman Catholic religion ; she was yotti^, 
and her exterior appearance was not at all unfavourable^ She 
served, as maid, a European soldier's wife called Barbara^ who 
kept a coffee-shop. Our baker saw her, and through the persua- 
sion of Barbara, he was so extremely imprudent as to marry her. 

Some days afterwards I happened by chance to pass his bouse 
with some friends ; ' we entered to see how he and his young wife 
were succeeding ; but what was our surprise to find the house 
open, and completely empty ; no people, no furniture, no baking 
materials ; nothing was to be seen. We tl^en went to Barbara, 
who lived in the neigbbourbood, to enquire if OeorgehBid remo« 
¥ed. She told us that he had been taken tbe day before to the 
hospital, where he was lying very ill ; of his wife she knew no- 
thing. Curiosity induced roe, some time after, to go to the hos« 
pital to see him. I there found him in a state which excited my 
Qommiseration, sufiering the most dreadful agonies, having taken 
, an antidote to expel the poison which his fifth wife had made 
bim a present of. 

Such was the history of our George, abridged. My compa* 
niobs had fallen asleep in the middle of his long-winded story ; 
but as I had no inclination to sleep, and indeed did not consider 
it worth while, as the day would soon dawn, I lighted a ^egar,. 
and wandered along tlie adjacent shore of the bay. 

The heavens were still in all their splendour, sown with glit- 
tering stars, and the queen of night, unobscured by vapours 
spread upon the water, the sandy downs, and the trees, a soft 
and melancholy light. The gentle, but unceasing ripple of the 
light waves, which broke upon the shore, the silence, the solitude 
which prevailed around me, awoke in my soui an irresistible 
train of melancholy ideas. 

^ I sat down at the foot of a tree, and after having, for some 
time, contemplated the image of the moon> which danced 
upon the moving water, I gave myself up to my reflections. I 
recalled to my mind the narrative of George the baker, and 
could not avoid concluding that in all he bad suffered it was 

♦ S<Mil*sellers.--TKAJis. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fie^tiMtellMit bit want of fee^ had ff«e4 hkii fh>fil iU'«fffdtlh 
16 whicb they are exposed who pnsess stisceptiMd HfftectodS. 

He bad Dever loved^ be knew pot what lore was; the paBg« 
of tormenting jealousy had never torn his heart ; he had married 
bis wive^ eitlMr fiom persaasion^ or becrause h« eonsidered a 
creature of that kind to be neoeseary ia bis boose^ and he had foft 
them all witfaout the least regret. 

That sensibility and tenderness of soul that fas $6 highly pri^ed^ 
but which is^ in reality, one of the most fatal gifts that man ean 
receive from nature, was altogether unknowtt to hbn« Would to 
God that I had been endowed with as small a portioti of it, hoW 
many miseriea^ how maoy distresses aad misfortunes, how nmeh 
anguish of soul should I have escaped. 

I was awoke from my meditations by a ftoise and mo^ment 
at our resting place. The stars had began to appear dim tn the 
east, the confiued noise of the crows, which were leaving, in 
troops, the trees which had served them for a shelter during tfve 
oight ; the rnstltng and chirping of whole droves itnd swarms of 
birds of all sorta^ preparing to sahite the dawn with their songs 
aad voices, annoanced the approathiiig day. 

I returned to oiaa halting place, where I found oar chfVias ot* 
rupjed with the rice and cany^* wbidi was left the eveniwg 
befote* While sone were busy in nsakkig fbst our luggage to 
slinks or bamboos, at the end of wliich they carried it, and afterli 
slight breakfast, we re-commeneed our journey. We left the 
csommmt road tbst passes by the village of P&niaco&r, iff order to 
afvoifll the deep saad^ and followed th« shoties of the gulf of 
CmUhmu 

Thw 9uo now rose in full mi^esty t the heaven was bhse 
sind eksffy aad the scareely-opened dawn gave to M the objiect^ 
aiOQiid me a yomthfal and emehanting appearance; the finely** 
bMding sliores of the galf, bordered with high trees, the ovet^ 
faanguig branches of which were reflected on the blue smfiite of 
the water ; tlie gentle breath of the cool morning wmd ; the mo« 
aotonous plashing of the light waves ; the scieaming of the sea- 
gulls, that skimmed in circles, the surface of the water ; the 
tnelodiouis pipe of the red-legged snipes, calling to each other; 
ibe ianumerable water«-fowl^ rising from the thick groves of reeds^ 
pnodueed in me the most delightful senSatrons, and, at that mo-* 
ment, all the dangers, all the difficulties^ of our intended journey 
were forgotteft* 

We had been scarcely a quarter of an hour on the way, when 
our baker, after having turned all his pockets inside out, suddenly 

^- - . - T - ■ - 

* Bice-wat6r. 
VOYAOBS, Vol r. D 
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uttered^a most lamentftble howl, and begged us not to leave hiai 
behind while he ran back to our last night's resting fdace m 
search of two rupees, the only two he had in the world, which he 
must have lost there. 

All that we could say to persuade him from taking this unne- 
cessary trouble was iii vain, beseemed determined to return ; we 
were therefore obliged to give him two rupees in place of those he 
had lost, that we might not be prevented from proceeding on our 
journey. 

After having followed the course of the shore upwards of a 
mile, we left the sea and struck right into the country ; and after 
walking two hours among sand hills, some of which were covered 
with palm-trees, we arrived at an ambelanyOt halting place, erect- 
ed at the entrance df a village called Manoor, situated in the middle 
of the sand hills. 

Let it not, however, be supposed. that such resting places are 
like the chandrieSf on the coast of Bengal, &c« among which are 
generally to be found convenient, and often large, handsome, and 
even splendid buildings. No«-the halting places that we meet 
with, which was not very often in the whole of our journey, were 
almost all huts covered with straw, and so small that they could 
not contain ten men ; and this is always the case in every part 
of the island. Travellers in Ceylon are but poorly accommodated 
with night quarters, and commonly pass the night under a tree^ 
or, if it is in the rainy reason, under their TalpaU* 

The chanderieSf as well as many other benevolent institutions, 
which are spread in so great number, from the utmost bounds of 
Hindostan to the farthest frontiers of Malabar, are alone suffi- 
cient to prove that the old inhabitants of those countries were a 
very different people from-those of the island of Ceylon, as well 
in religion and morals, as in opinions, and in every respect 
quite a distinct race. Such piety and benevolence, and dispo- 
sitions so gentle, were certainly not to be found among the last- 

• This tree is called talpat by the Indians, and derives its name frem two 
Maiabar words, talay and. pat, that is, head and leaf, or headleaf, because these 
leaves are used l»y the natives to protect them from the sun and rain. They are 
about a yard jftid a half in diameter, and of a circnlar form. Being folded like a 
fan, they are carried upon the head, with ilie point turned forward ; only the 
principal people in the kingdom of Candy have the privilege of carrviog them 
i^ith th^ broad part before. In Malabar, only people who are of a very nigh eatt, 
or wlio' fill important offices, are pennitted to have a slave to carry the talpat 
behind them. 'Ihe Portuguese and Mestese Tadiesaie so fond of tfti« luxury^ that 
they never ffo ont, even in the ftoest weatlier, without a slave to attend them with 
a parasol of this kind. 

. The tree, on the«top of which the^e leaves grow, is nncommonly straisht and 
tall. It produces only in the last stage of existence, a frait about the size of a 
nut, but unfit to be eaten, aud serving only to continue the species: the leaves 
which fall from it have a Muong and unpleasant smell, 
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H^ntfoiied people, and it might easily be shown, that this Island 
was fprnOerly inhabited by a wild and savage nation, who lived 
by invading and plundering the continent. They are men- 
tioned in the ancient Indian histories under the fictitious name 
of giants, who were at last attacked and completely destroyed by 
JBafiMcf. But to return to our journey. After bur chivias had rested 
a little, and drank the callow or palm-wine, we set out once more, 
through a barren sandy district, full of downs, most of which were 
covered with palm-trees, and some with cocoa-trees to the top. 
W« saw no villages, except a few scattered and solitary huts. 
This district seemed to be but little cultivated, and was very 
poorly provided with food for the inhabitants. 

It was now about eleven o'clock, and we could discern at a 
distance, across an extensive sandy plain, the foFt of Panorin ; 
when the cooper^ who had complained of a severe colic after our 
departure from Manoor^ suddenly threw himself down at the foot 
of a tree, which overhung a small hut, and decja^d he could 
proceed no further. As he began to consider his life near an 
end, he requested us to send one of bis people back to Jaffna-^ 
patnamj with all possible haste, to bring an andol that he might 
beconveyed home to his family. 

We endeavoured to convince him that the andol could not be 
brought till late in the evening of the next day, and that within that 
time he would either recover or be carried off by the disease y and 
instead of sending any body to Jaffnapatnam, we used all the 
means in our power to assist him. — Rubbing arrack, all that we 
could think of was tried and expected to give him relief, but iii 
vain,->-the pain increased to such a degree that I actually begati 
to entertain little hope of his recovery. 

'While we were thus occupied, and quite at a loss what further 
remedies to apply, a reverend old'man came out of the hut before 
which our patient lay, and asked us what our comrade complained 
of. We informed him what it was, and at the same titne our 
miapicion that he had brought the disorder upon him at Manoor, 
by drinking lunyas, or the water of unripe cocoa-nuts, while he 
was heated with walking, whiehj; as we supposed, had occasioned a 
sudden chillness in his stomach. 

The old man immediately went into the hut and returned with 
something tied up in a betel-leaf, which he gave our fellow 
traveller to chew, telling him at the same time to swallow the 
juice of it. This remedy had the desired effect, and gave him so 
much relief that in half an hour hefound himself able to recom- 
mence the journey. We therefore set out once more after thank- 
tag the old man for his assistance, and the cooper had offered him 
a odUple of rupees, but which he itedfi^stly refused to accept. - 
- With slow steps we approached Panorin, over the sandy plain 
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which s«p4ur»ted i^ froiD it. The bud ac<H«h«d iis excetaively) 
hi^ ray« htd h^^l^d to an extrwie, wd it w«» alrtady two o'clock 
wheo w« arrived at tha fort. 

The coqipaadaiit of this fort received us in the moat friend- 
ly nviDqer ; hU oamQ was KQW^fifi^ and he waa, as he tdid usy 
sev^nty^five years old« I have never seen in India a Eoropean of 
so great an age and at the same time of so fresh and healthy aa 
appeai^oce ; npbody could have supposed that he was more than 
$fty years old* He had beep statipoed at the post of Ponerm for 
thirty yearq. No sooner bad he heard of our comrade Tempttn't 
illa^sa thaa he presented him with a large ^asa of an infusion of 
the colomba root, which at once freed him from his eolie. He had, 
in the mean time, caused dinner to be prepared* and inf ited us to 
partake of a wild boar he had shot the day before : bmsUag ho 
told tts had always been his chief and n^ost agreeable amuaemena 
in this W^ely and remote situation. There were in his face, a3d 
In diQerept par^ of his body} several large «ad deep aears» left by 
wounds he had feceived frcw a tj^r* The b^ast h«d fallen upoo 
him unawaresji aad thrown him duwo with the 9paQg he made at 
hina : iQ the atniggla thi^ took plae<^ he furtuoatsly had tkne to 
draw out a knife which he carried in hi« girdle, and with.it rip 
(>pei;i the helly of the monster, at the moment he wss ready to 
hiPfome its prey» He showed us the bide, which, he still kept aa 
a tok^a of his hfavery and good fortune. 

Po^om is situ4|te4 uuder the government ef /o^hMzpo^fiom. 
The cpipp^y h»v^ ata^ioned hefe a aeQeant and twelve soldiers, 
aU i«va^4i, w^^h soQke Waoa^ or Natite aeldiexs, the same as 
tlioMcaUad Cipaiaupoii thecaaM. The foft^ built by the Bar* 
tuguese, the former possessqiFa of Ceylon, is of a sqiiani im%aBd 
|i|is«^ly small i 1^ hM Qilly two haistioos on twe^ oppoaile eor- 
IHu:p, and ia ivw^ al9K»t i|B((eaable, being Unle better than a 
heap oC atouiesf* The village lies to the aoutb of the fort, ismd 
\m ala9 not thie i^Qsit flourishipg appaanwee, eoasiatii^enlyof 
aii^ut a hwdred iniaerabl^ ha.4s, from a^hkh may eaaily be ixSm* 
lied ih^ fQSf^T^ of the i|ibahitaa49« The d&Btxiet round Pammm 
ia, wiAh^bis axcepitio«« v^ry thm^y inhabited saady, and hsrw, 
owing to the bad quality of the water, whieh ia vexy brackisk and 

J^omnfls th^ se^ieaiMt ov comapas^der at famm^ umitt gtesl 
«pmyJain(a againat.the wild elephanta; they had some days be^ 
fera ovei^t^ned and eomplete^iy di^sloroyed' « m^aaine ef aeJi, or 
xiee, beWqgiog tjo kim Tb^y eame in whole troefis in. the iBMt 
fiiriM^ aMwnes from Mae vkoc^s, ajidi caused graai^ damage t»)lbe 
inbahitaiata ; aiid thay were so bold that aeiither fifes imi^noiaas 
could ^ighlen them. He waa of opiwm Ihetageiiettl Jhoniing 
aiipadkioa, should be undefitaheoagaiMt tJtiaWi ia ordec to, drive 
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tbem back isto the deep recesses of the forests^ and he adtised^ 
Md even begged us to give op our ratention of penetrating into 
the country, laying before us^ in the strongest point of view, the 
dagger we sboold incur. The cooper and I, however, could not 
be persuaded to relinquish our des^n ; but M. IV^lmaxidj terri«» 
fied by the seijeant's representatiaos of the danger, did all in his 
power to induce us Xo give it up. 

As soon as we had dined, preparations were noade for our 
departure $ we loaded our pistols and musquets with ball, put 
new flints in the locks, and after taking a hearty farewell of our 
friendly seijaant, we set out altogether upon onr expedition. * 

It might now be about four o'clock : we left the common 
road, which runs' southward, and made directly for the woods^ 
which lay about half a mile to the east of us, occupying a vast 
extent of the horizon. It was a noble and magnificent prospect 
to see before us such a dark and immeasnrable forest^ the abode 
of inmunerable multitudes of savage, wild, carnivorous, and gigan- 
tic animals, of every size and description \ and I must confess 
that I was nol altogetfacv free of fear and uneasiness as we con- 
tinued to approach it. An invduntary feeling of astomshment 
and awe strudc me when we entered its dark shades, as we had 
already observed recent marks of the elephants in passing over the 
sandy plain which separates Panonn from the borders of the forest. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Dreadful rencontre with a bear-^Shoumberongonde-^J^reglig^nct 
— Polverencadoo — The Forest ai night^^Tie Ap^s-^J%$ 
JBonkedoor^ 

We now entered those dark and awful j shades, and continued 
our journey between the high majestic coliuuns th9l supported 
the green vault intermiBg*led wid» flowers oiver our beads ; a sofi 
melancholy feeling encfreledus, wliich increased as we con« 
tinued to advance. 

The forest was at first c^en and free, and the trees were tall- 
and straight, though thev did not appear to be very old ; but as we 

Proceeded they became larger, and stood Q»ucb closer togetheKi 
Tnditrwood and biambksi aoisetimes conneeted whole grovea so 
elfMely, that we frequently could not proceed ten paces without 
cutting our way with a hatchet ; and we were extremely glad 
when our fuide brought us te a narrow serpentine feotpatb^^hi 
which we were to follow through the forest. 
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This guide wii$ one of our diivias^ or icoolredi ft itian wtio had 
formerly been a VAtdanaj or eiephnnt-hunt^r, dnd had traversed 
the forests of Ceylon by night as well as by day; He spoke the 
Cingalese language, and had even been at Cand^-Ud^a/ and among 
the Voddah^ and it was from his informatian that I coUected 
mi^ny pa-rticulars respecting these people. We were overjoyed at 
finding this man, and we paid him .double^what the other kooliea 
ifeceived, but, as will be seen afterwards, he was not so useful to 
li«( as we hi^d expected. 

The path we now fdllowed, which, as near as I could judge, had 
a south-^eftst direction, was so unco^n)[Only narrow, that only one 
person had sufficient - room to walk in it. Paths of this kind 
run here and there through those thick woods, and some traverse 
the whole island ; there are three or four which lead to Cand€- 
Udda, and the interior of the country. It is a ttiost singular 
circumstance, that they are all bordiered on both sides with a 
hedge double the height of a man, which are so steep and per- 
pendicular, and so close and even on the outside, that they ^inight 
be supposed to have been planted by the hand of pan, and 
cUpp^ i^od kept smooth by an experienced gardener. 

We had scarcely followed this path a quarter of an houi^ when I 
met with ait adventure, which had almost put an end to my life 
find journey together. 

The path, as I have already said, was extremely narrow ; we 
were, therefore, obliged to walk one behind another, like a flock 
of wild geese. M. D'AUemand and 1 were at the head of the 
troop ; we were walking next one another, and deeply engaged 
iti conversation, when, all of a sudden, a bear of uncommon 
size rushed out of the hedge directly before us, apparently with 
the design of crossing the path. The closeness of the hedge 
lifid, no doubt, prevented him from seeing us, and the quickness 
of his motion from scenting us at a distance. 

The unexpected appearance of this monster, which stood dir 

• Tlie most iiagular part of the rahabitants of Ceylon are the Vaddahsj or 
Bedah$y who inhabit the distaot recesse^ of the forests. Their origin has never 
been traced, and they appear to differ very mnch ff^m the other inhabitaats 4>f 
Ceylon. They are scattered over the woods in different parts of the island, bat 
are most numerous in the province of Bintan, which lies to the north-east 
of Candy,' in the direction of Trincomalee 4iad Batacole, and are there more 
completely in the savage state than any where else.. They subsist by Imnting 
deer, and other animals of the forest, and on the fmits wbioli grow spontaneously 
around tbem ; but they never cultivate the ground in any manner. They sleep 
pn trees, or at the foot of them, and climb up like monke3r8 when alarmed. A 
few of the less wild traffic >vith the natives, giving ivory, honey, -wax, and deer, 
in exchange for cloth, iron, and knives : but the wilder class, known by the name 
of Rambah Vedahs, are more seldom seen, even by stealth, than the most timid 
of tbe wild animals. The dogs of the Vedahs constitate ihtiv only riches, and 
are described as possessing wonderful sagacity. 
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tectly before me, and, appan^tly, undedded whether t6 iEitfack 
me, or turn back, prevented me from retreating, and so $uddeil- 
ly did this take place, that before I was aware, I had tumbled 
over his broad back, and fallen t0 the ground on the other side. 
As the path was here too narrow for two of us Ito go al>reastj we 
marched in a sort of oblique manner; M. D'AUemand being there-, 
fore a pace behind me when the bear made his appearance, had 
time to save himself. 

In the mean while I had, as soon as I fdl, instantly endeavcHired 
to get up again, in order to escape, or defend myself, but tbere 
was no time for this ; I saw the bear standing near me with hi^ 
paws lifted op, growling add ready to fall upon me. I had scarcely 
raised myself half up when this dreadful sight made me fall back, 
and rendered it impossible forme to save myself. All human as*- 
sistance seemed to be unavailing^ as the smallest movement,; 
cither of myself or ray companions, would have made the beair 
strike his claws into my head, above which they were suspended^ 
He appeared only to be collecting his strength in order to be sure 
of his aim. I gave up my soul to God, and waited for death 
with closed eyes. At this decisive moment I hesird something 
whistle past my ears, and at the same time a rei)ort took place, 
which frightened the bear to such a degree that, instead of at- 
tacking me, he raised a frightful howl, and fled through the same 
opening in the forest by which he had come. 

I have seldom been so near the end of my life, not only from 
the bear, that, by a single stroke of bis paws, in which they pos-« 
sess incredible strength, couM have split my head, but much 
more from the ball, which M. D'Allemand had, with a tremfo* 
ling hand, fired at him, and which I heard whistle close to my 
head. It was, however, this pistol shot that saved my life } 
because, though my fellow-travellers and the koolies, who Were 
some paces behind, had instantly come to my relief, it wouU 
only have hastened the moment of my destruction. It was also 
fortunate that the shot did not strike the bear, as in that event 
he would have torn me in pieces either in his agony or fall. 
. While my fellow-travellers were congratulating me on my 
escape, the baker was endeavouring to creep through the hedge, 
in order, with his sword, to attack the bear, which he believed to 
be still in the neighbourhood. After several fruitlesss attempts, 
finding Hiat it was impossible to penetrate the hedge, on account 
of the thorns, he declared he would, at least, show us an infal- 
lible method of putting the most savage and boldest animals to 
flight. For this purpose he put his hat between his teeth, began 
to crawl upon his hands and feet, and to howl and roar in such a 
manner, accompanied with such singular and surprising leaps^ 
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that we could not forbear laughing ; and his drollery bad at least 
the effect of restoring us all to godd humour. 

As the path wound in a serpentine direction through the wood^ 
which prevented our seeing to anj great distance before uh, 
it was possible that other accidents of the same sort might befal 
us* If an elephant, or other wild animal, had happened to come 
in the opposite direction, it would have been impossible to get 
out of its way in time to save ourselves, the road being so ex-* 
tremely crooked as well as oafrow. In order to avoid such acci- 
dents in future, as much as possible, we resolved to place our 
cymbal players, and two of our koolies, armed with pikes, twenty 
paces in advance of our caravan, who were to give the alarm 
upon the first appearance of danger. After this we marched 
forward with more confidence and security. 

The evening now began to fall, and the thickness of the forest 
increased the darkness. The wild beasts were heard now and 
then at a distance, and we were still far from the place where 
our guide proposed that we should spend the night. We there- 
fore lighted the torches that the aerjeant at Panorin had made us 
a presept of, as we- durst not fH-oceed any further in the dark. 
These torches are branches of a very resinous wood that burns as 
clear as a flambeau. The whole forest was illuminated by them 
to a considerable distance, which formed a very grand spectacle. 
The sharp clang of the cymbals awoke all the feathered inha^ 
bitants of the woods, and being dazzkd by the strong Ught, they 
flew around us in confused multitudes* Many apes aboy disturbed 
in their rest on branches of the trees, expressed their diasatis* 
faction by throwing fruit and pieces of wood at us* 

At Iast> about nine o'clock, we arrived^ worn out with Cattigue, 
at a solitary ambellan in the noJdst of the forest, that had more the 
appearance of a ruinous hut than a resting place. We resolved 
to pass the night under the open heaven, as the straw rooii of 
such placea'are often the abode of serpents. We then kindled a 
large fire; before which we were to sleep, and three more on the 
opposite sides, at some paces distamt from us,, as there was no 
want of dry wood. Our supper consisted of a piece of wild boar, 
of which the hospitable fort-keeper at Panorin had supplied us 
with a tolerable provi^n £6r our JA)uxney. In order to prevent 
the fires from going oat, and to secure us from the attacks of wiU 
beasts daring the night, we had agreed that one of us, with two 
of our koolies, should keep watch, which was to be relieved by 
the same number every two houra. After having taken these 
precautions, we lay dowa and passed the night in tTan()uilKty ; 
and though we heard the roaring ol tigers, and many other vc^es 
unknowu to us^ we were not disturbed by tfaem« 

The next morning we left this place, which was called Shoum- 
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henmgfmde. Our passage became more difficult as we advanced ; 
the path was ofteo lost among the brambles, or obstructed by the 
branches which the elephants had torn from the trees to feed up* 
on the leaves, and, sometimes, for whole hours together^ the ' 
hedge which had formerly bordered the path, was so low, that we 
could not distinguish it from the underwood among which it grew. 
This afforded us an opportunity of examining the forest more 
closely \ we found abundance of trees and plants, many of which 
were unknown to mcj and had never met with on the Continent. 

How lovely, hoW inexpressibly delightful is the early dawn of 
morning in those woods. All is full of life, every part teems 
with existence. Apes with their young ones, skipping from one 
branch to another, with the most singular gestures and grinmces ; 
birds of the most magnificent plumage, sailing through the air; 
flocks of peacocks, which adorn the lofty groves, spreading all 
their splendour and beauty to the sun's rays, piercing through the 
green foliage. The most delicious and invigorating air is inhaled 
from the odoriferous plants that bloopi unseen among the under- 
wood ; a refreshing coolness surrounds you ; the confused noise 
and chirping of millions of birds, the monotonous hum of tlie 
insects that swarm around you ; — ail fills the soul with au un- 
speakable tranquillity find enjoyment, which can be felt no where 
else but in the forests of India. 

A fatal accident had nearly happened to us at thisplace. 

Before we set out I had lighted a cegar by means of alinder- 
box. After shutting it properly as I supposed, 1 returned it into a 
bag that the cooper's slave-boy carried, and in Which a great part 
of our gunpowder, and about sixty musquet and pistol cartridges 
were^ But what was our amazement and terror when, not long 
after, having occasion to take something out of the bag, we dis- 
covered that the tinder-box^ not having been properly shut^ the 
burning tinder had fallen out of it, and had already set fire to 
one of the cartridge papers, and after consuming one side of it 
almost to the powder^ had gone out of itself. What a dreadful 
event might have taken place. The poor slave boy, as well as 
every one near him at the moment of the explosion, would ud- 
doubtedly have been the victims of one of the most lamentable 
•and fatal of misfortunes. This terrible fate must have been 
mine, as I always made the boy walk by my side that the tinder- 
box might be always at hand for my cegars. It will be readily 
concluded that we placed it no more in the ammunition bag. 

For the first time we saw among the trees a herd of wild boars 
and swine, vi^ith their young ones, which rushed through the 
wood at full gallop, not far from us, but without taking the least 
notice cf us, at which we were heartily glad, as they are very mis- 
chievous and dangerous animals when they have young ones, 
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snd ar« approached too near. We saw here and there small 
groups of deer, some of which, (thinking themselves too near us> 
set off at full speed, while others more confident from their dis- 
tance, contented tiiemselves with standing immovable'and gazing 
at us. Hares were in such abundance that M. D'Allemund and the 
cooper shot four without going out of the path. 

Abbut eleven o'clock in the forenoon we came to a straw hut, 
called polverencadoo, A little farther on we found a well with 
clear fresh water, which happened very opportunely for filling 
oiirkodas, or water-pitchers, they being now almost empty. It 
was in fact a glorious discovery for us, as there is commonly a 
want of fresh water, in this part of the island where the ground is 
flat and sandy, in the dry season : what is then found in pools 
and holes is for the most part brackish and dirty. 

We made here an excellent dinner of the hares we had shot, 
which we found much, more tender and delicate than the pea-* 
cocks, the flesh of which, though uncommonly white, is hard and 
dry. I therefore advised the cooper not to shoot any more of 
those beautiful birds, especially as the woods abounded with all 
sorts of game. 

While we are at dinner I shall give the reader an account of 
the manner in which we passed the nights in our progress 
through the forest. 

The places where water was to be found in the neighbourhood 
had always the preference, and we laid ourselves down on any 
spot where the ground appeared to be cleanest and least covered 
with underwood. 

The ground was no sooner chosen and marked out than we 
spread upon the sand our mats, which served us for tables, chairs, 
and bed. Some of the koolies ran in search of dry wood and 
leaves in order to make a fire ; after which our meal was got 
ready and those among us who were thb most fatigued, lay 
down in the interval to sleep. Some sang, others smoked, or 
walked, about till the repast was prepared ; when assembled in 
small groups of three or four, beneath a large tree, with their 
legs crossed under them, and each with his plate of leaves before 
him, they finished their meal. A little further, we sat with our 
venison, or curry, before us, on plates of the same sort. Mirth, 
jesting, and laughter, prevailed at our repast, for which the drol- 
lery of the baker supplied us with abundance of occasions. 'No 
sooner was it finished, than the plates were all thrown away, 
the pots and pans were cleaned, and every thing again packed 
up ; after which we lay dowq to sleep for two hours. The time 
being expired, those who had the watch called us up, and in- 
-atantly all were in motion. The baggage was made fast, the 
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Icooltes resamed their burdens^ and we re-cdmmenced our journejr 
with fresh courage. 

But when we canoe to our halting-place, towards night, we 
were more particular in our clioice of it, and used a great many 
more precautions. We now carefully avoided those places where 
water was to be found,'that we might not be disturbed by the wild 
beasts which then leave their dens in search of prey, and usually^ 
before setting out, c^uench their thirst, or wash themselves in the 
marshes or pools. We sought particularly a spot of ground free 
from underwood and brambles^ and where the wood was in some 
measure open and free. 

One of us, with a loaded pistol in each hand, ant} the baker, 
with his naked sword, accompanied the koolies, who went in 
search of dry wood, of which we required a considerable quan- 
tity, not only for the great fire round which we lay, but also for; 
several smaller ones which we were obliged to kindle round us 
for our security. 

Our meal was now prepared, and eaten much more quietly than 
during the day. We were less lively and dieerful ; this was oc** 
easioned by fatigue, as well as by a certain restless melanbholy, 
which I cannot easily describe. There is always something in 
darkness that fills tl>e soul with awe, and deprives it of cheerful-, 
ness ; we crept close to each other, and every pne was afraid ta 
jneniove from the fire. As those woods are delightful during the 
day, so are they terrifying and awful in the night. 

It is no longer the same extended forest which, the same mora-^ 
log, resounded with the cheerful and intermingled notes of birds* 
The beautiful yellow light spread over the wood by the suD'a 
rays through the thick foliage, has given place to thick darkness ; 
a death-Uke silence prevails instead of the loud soog.wiih which 
the feathered inhabitants of the wood greeted the dawn of the 
DOW expired day. Only the sorrowful hooting of the night-owl 
k heard at intervals, wbieh, repeated by a mekmcholy eeboy ftlls 
the sool with terror :— (hen the howling and intermingled roar, 
of jackals, tigers, and other wild beasts, lieard at a distance^ is. 
suddenly succeeded by a stillness like that of the grave. FroBi- 
another quarter is beard the cracking of branches asd yow^ 
trees, which the elephants are breaking and tearing up, to feed 
upon the leaves. All at onee a dreadful trampling approaches^ 
and a noise, and cracking, as if half a city were in &me8 ; h 
seems as if a hurricane were rushing through the tops of the 
trees, the ground trembles as when shaken by an earthquake^ audi 
a eoafused sound, like that of a muhitude of trunapets, seems to 
vbe the signal for an i^tack* In a word^ it is a troop of some 
hundreds of the largest elephants^ who^ after having eoBsumefl 
all the food rooDd their Ibimer hmiatji are emoting to aon^ 
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other part of the forest, making their way throngti the wood by 
main force, cutting out a course by overthrowiog and trampUng 
down all that comes in their way, except trees of a great height 
and -thickness. It is impossible forme to convey any thing, like 
an idea of the noise and cracking occasioned by the breaking and 
splitting of so many hundreds of trees* Some conception of it, 
however, may be formed, by recollecting the crash occasioned by 
a single tree of moderate size, when broken in the middle of the 
stem like a reed ; and it may easily be calculated how small this is» 
compared with the multitude of trees in so wide a compass as 
was necessary to allow a passage to so many elephants, and those 
all broken at the same time. Add to this the trembling of the 
earth, occasioned by the trampling of so many of those animals^ 
one of which shakes the ground on which he walks. All this, 
accompanied by a loud confused sound, like that of trumpets, and 
some faint idea may be formed 6f this indescribable and terrific 
noise, Alas ! I little imagined that I should soon be placed in a. 
situation where I should have but too much time to make myself 
familiar with such, and still more terrifying objects. But of this 
in its proper place. 

After having finished our dinner at PolverencadoOy we set out 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, and a short time after came 
to the entire carcase of an elephant, which lay near the path. The 
animal must have been long dead; it had, however, beauttful 
teeth, of uncommon length and thickness. Our way became very 
difficult here ; the path was obstructed every moment by fallen 
and decayed trees, and we had often the greatest possible diffi« 
culty to trace it among the brambles, and open for ourselves a 
passage through the tluckets and bushes. with which it was over-, 
grown* Iji this manner we continued our journey with much 
difficulty, till we came, about iBve o'clock, to a brook of dear fresh 
water, through which we waded. - When we had proceeded on 
the other side for some time, we remarked that the wood becam# 
more open, and less obstructed by bushes. The path, which for 
a long time past had ceased to be bordered by a hedge, was. hero 
entirely lost, and we were obliged to trust ourselves to tlie direc-* 
tion <if a small map which I had with me. We took a souths 
west course. 

Here we fell in with a troop of deer, wliich gaced at us with 
outstretched necks, in fixed amazement. Their attention was so 
eompletety fastened upon us, that the cooper had time to shoot 
one of theni. The report bad no sooner taken place, than we 
instantly Iteard somethmg not far from us, fall to the ground. 
The bear, (for it was dne^) had^ as soon as he reaeked earth, took 
io flight, growling at us, and we sopn lost oght of him. Oqr 
guide supposed t&t he had ascended the tree to rob tbt bees of 
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their honey. We approaiQhed the tree, and saw a swarm of bees 
flying about iu it, but fron^ the thickness of the leaves, and the 
darkness which already began to £all| we could discover nothing 
more. The cooper and tbe baker skinned the deer, and having 
kept the best pieces of it, we left the remainder, and proceeded 
on our way* By this and similar incidents we had lost much 
time, and the day drew to a close. A dim twilight already began 
to spread through the wood, and we could scarcely discern objects 
at a moderate distance from us. The birds had retired to their 
resting places, for it no sooner begins to grow dark, than the 
plumed songsters cease their music, and hide themselves among 
the thick foliage. After having provided ourselves plentifully 
with water, we took up. our quarters at some distanf:e from the 
brook we had passed over, that we might not disturb the wild 
beasts which resorted to it, in order to quench their thirst. 

Notwithstanding, however, all our endeavours not to molest 
tbe original inhabitants of the woods, we found it impossible to 
avoid it altogether. 

The unusual noise and tumult occasioned by so many people, 
and the cutting of dry branches and bushes, .which we found 
ivecessary to be done daily» having observed recent marks of ele- 
phants and buflviloes on this as well as the other side of the 
brook, together with the cracking of the flame, which illumi^ 
nated the wood to a distance around us, — liad occasioned terros 
and confusion among a colony of apes, which seemed exclu** 
sively to inhabit this part of the forest, and before our arrival 
had slept in the trees iq peace. The first that awoke were thos9 
directly above us and our fire, and they immediately, by their 
dismal yells, spread terror among their more di^ant comrades. 
In an instant an immense assembly was collected above our heads j 
it seemed as if a general attack was meditated, to drive us-froc^ 
our posjtiott. At a greater distance, various troops were heard, 
oaUing to, and answering one another. These hideous so^nds^ 
which at first made us iaqgh, soon became disagreeable in tho 
extreme, and ksted, as near as I could guess, full two hours,, till 
it decreased by degrees, and became more distant, and at last a 
dead etiUaeas succeeded, such as commonly prevails in those 
woods. 

Our simple evening meal was soon ready, and we sat down to 
our venison, of whi^h tbe <fQok had made part into a cui^ry^ aii4 
roasted the rest^ We did not want for seasooing, as the wild 
lemoB and Qrange«trees grow in great plenty in the woods ; and 
there was even one a few paces from our restiog-phce, on wbiob 
we octtUi see^ by the light of our fife> tbe^geMieo yellow fruitii 
gUtteriog among the biranehee* While we were qiiietly oc^ 
cupied with om supper, we SAir ail« diatanee^ tbrengh tbe (reMi 
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great troops of elephants approaching the brook. Thef kept a 
considerable distance from our fires, and passed on, contrary to 
their custom, in the quietest manner, like a herd of oxen. \Y» 
heard them, at the same time, on the opposite side of the brookji, 
and their tremendous roar re-echoed along the dark vault of the 
woods. 

We judged it necessary to be upon our guard, as the elephants 
might be followed by much fiercer and more savage beasts. Our 
inclination to sleep left us, though we were extremely fatigued. 
We could not place much confidence in our koolies when on the 
watch ; nor could we be greatly displeased with these good peo- 
ple, when we considered the heavy load all of them were obli^d 
to carry upon their shoulders, and for the uKWt part over a rough 
and unbeaten path. It was with difSculty that we could keep| 
two of them awake sufficiently to attend the fires which burncfl 
around us. 

Towards midnight we heard a great noise, and a shakmg of the 
earth, as if a troop of wild aninials were pursuing its at ful^ 
speed. M. D*^Altemand and I had the watch ; we awoke the 
cooper and our people in haste ; the baker we did not disturb^ 
being afhiid that, as he had drank more than did him good, he 
should be brought into danger by his foolish drunken tricks. In-. 
deed, we now heartMy repented our having any connexion with 
this man, who began to be uncoi)f)monIy troubleson>e to us al),. 
not only on account of his endless loquacity, with whidi he w»* 
continually interrupting our conversation, but still more fron> 
his constantly plaguing us for liquor, which we found extremely 
disagreeable. Besides, we found k very unpleasant to shout into 
his ears when we had any thing to say to him. We therefore let 
him He ; and scarcely had the cooper been awaked, when we 
heard, close behind us, a terrific, heart-piercing, and hideous 
roar, that fssued from the mouth of an immense elephant^ whicb 
we immediately discovered by the %ht of our fires, behtod some 
trees ^ he stared at us without moving, turnrng Ms trunk soqatck-^ 
>y round, and with so much force, that it occasioned a noise fe-^ 
sembling that of the buzz of t¥ spinning-wheel. 

We made ready to welcon^e him wilh a d^isckarge of ew 
muskets ; our guide, however, from a thick tree that he and the 
other koolies had ascended, conjured us not to' fire, assuring u& 
that it was a Rtmkedmi, which are «ctremely dangerous, and in- 
finitely more to be dreaded" than any other kind of elephants, it 
was, he continued, not probable that in the dark we couM strike 
close behind the ear, the only place where he could be killed bjr 
a ball, as a wound in Imy other pan of his body woald only put 
him into a frightful rag^> and cause him instantly to break ia 
upon us^ We knew not^ hoDvever^ bow lo rid ounelvea o£ tbu 
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troublesome guests The package In Which our rockets and flam* 
beaus were, lay, unfortunately, uot far from tlie dreadful animal) 
and any one that durst have ventured to bring it, would, without 
doubt, have exposed himself to certain death* 

In this doubtful situation we thought of our cymbals, thinking 
they would undoubtedly drive him away ; but scarcely had the . 
sound of them reached his ears, when, uttering a dreadful roar, 
capableW filling the most courageous heart with terror, and at 
the same time, with inconceivable fury, twisting his trunk round 
a slender tree that stood near him, he tore it out of the earth, 
bent it several times together, and crushed it like a small plant 
under his feet. He then advanced slowly towards our post, 
doubtless with the intention of destroying every thing that came 
11) his way^ An irresistible movement made us hasten to save 
our baggage, and at the same time uttering a piercing shout, 
which was answered by our people from the tree, in a manner no 
less terrifying, as they thought us aheady devoted to destructioq. 
This, accompanied with a sudden and tremendous clash of our 
cymbals, frightened the elepha^nt so much that he at once turned 
round, and flapping his ears in a ludicrous manner, as a token 
that this concert was by no means agreeable to him, he fled so 
fast that he was instantly beyond the reach of the balls that we 
sent after him. 

We were overjoyed to have got rid of this troublesome guest 
ao happily, but at the same time we learned how little reliance 
could be placed upon our koolies in the time of need. We now 
divfded the rockets and flambeaus among the men, that we 
might not in future be exposed to such dangers ; as the wild 
beasts &c. especially the elephants, have an unconquerable dread 
of fire. 



CHAPTER. V, 

Arnvaiat Palliar^Piltve^ aya l—Unforiuhate Accident ; out 
plan almost defented-^The decayed tree -^Flsdativ^ ^Joviid 
company there — MaJinef of huntwg vf the Vediihs — Com- 
bHt with a tiger — Arrival at Mantotte. 

The next day we continued our journey without any accident. 

Towards evening we lighted our torches, and soon after came to 

* a small plain or opening in the wood, in the middle of which we 
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sftW foar elephants ; on the appearance of bur torches, our cim-* 
bals being sounded at the same time^ they took to flight across 
the marshes. The road now became amazingly stony, and fall 
of ruts and holes. Our guide then informed us that the moan* 
tains of Cauragaldng were situated only a few miles to the left, 
and this was the occasion of the way being so rough and stony. 
At last we arrived, about nine o'clock, at a third lonely hut or 
ambalaiki, called PaUiaTy surrounded with trees of uncommon 
height and thickness. 

I was so fatigued as to be scarcely able to stand. Being un* 
accustomed to such long journeys on foot, 1 felt in ^he morning 
the fatigues of the preceding day $ my legs were stiff and swoU 
len, and in a kind of benumbed state, which did not leave them 
till I had walked for some time, and the blood was brought into 
circulation. It was only, however, in the commencement that 1 
snffered inconvenience from this ^ as we proceeded I became 
more inured to fatigue. 

After our supper was finished, M.D'Allemand, who performed to- 
lerably well upon the violin, began to play. The cooper and baker 
instantly began to dance. The baker, who had as usual drank 
rather too much, accompanied his dancing with such ludicrous 
skips and capers, that nobody Could forbear laughing. The remark 
I made to my companions that he danced to the motion of the fid- 
dle stick, and paid not the least attention to the music, furnished 
us with more food for merriment. At last they threw them- 
selves upon their mats, overcome with fatigue, and soon fell sound 
asleep. 

tn the middle of the night the two koolies, with whom I had 
the watch, awoke me from a sort of reverie into which I had un- 
consciously fallen. The exclamation " Pillie, aya** ** a tiger, 
sir,'' from one of them^ was, however, sufficient to rouse roe in an 
instant. They pointed out to me at the same time two small 
glittering balls not far from one of the outer fires. I had no 
doubt they were the eyes of a tiger, at that moment on the watch 
to seize in the dark any of us who should remove from the fires. 
I awoke the cooper, as he was the best marksman, and we agreed 
to take aim exactly in the middle between the two flaming balls^ 
and to fire at the same time. We fired, and for a few moments 
after a short quick movement was heard, like something strug- 
gling with death } it diminished by degrees, and at last entirely 
ceased. 

It was laughable to see the fright in which our people, and par- 
ticularly the baker, awoke out of their sleep. After having ex-^ 
plained to thein the cause of their surprise, we went to lie down 
.a little loQger ; except the baker, who relieved me of the watch 
for the rest of the night. 
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'.' The! day> bad ttittrdely begun to dawb/when lie ay/joke ^» with 
a joyful sbout and the news that we had sliotan uncommonly Large 
kigcxu He leaped and danced like a aiadmau, :aud had .al- 
ready^ with the' assistance of the koolies^ dragged the toimal into 
jthe middle resting plaee. Both shots had taken place ; one of 
them fad stmttered his bead, and tlie other bad entered his side; 
^fae C90oper having an equal claim with me .to the skin, which 
ivas beautifully striped, we agreed to cast lots for it : fortune 
ftvoufed me, and after it was stripped iirom the carcase we pwh- 
sued our journey. . . 

From the near heighbonrfaood of the Coiaragahing mountains, 
!our way was now scantily provided with trees, but at the same 
'|ime extremely uneven, fall of;deep holes and clefts, and veiy 
rocky. The great multitude of ants' nests retarded our progress, 
as we were every moment obliged to avoid them, which rendered 
(€Hir jomrney still oMHre difficult. 

These ants are called t?ay by the inhabitaiits ; they differ but 
'ficde From the carias or white, aots^ which are bond eveiy wHere 
: in India, exeeptthit they are larger^ They make iiieapft or hil- 
ilotkB^ some^of which are from five to six fecc highj aod '.bAl ten 
^{Mces in circumference ; the to^ bding.of a conidar shape* Tbe 
l)eeHr(fa or*clay of wbiob tlieyare made bisro. bard,, that it oan 
aoareely be cut with a hatchet. This hardness is chiefly prodq- 
/oftd by. a' paiticubir kind of mdistiire with whichi tbeyi mix and 
prepare the clay. i 

These obstacles rendered our progress so fatiguing that we 

xeseived to direct our course to the CoorogtiMttg mountains,! whwh 

lay not far to the eastward of us, as well^with the bope of findinrg 

.a better roadj aslwith a view to gratify our > curiosity. M* D*JIUh 

'^mand was in despair when he- heard this decision^ and endea* 

^>voured^ but in vain; to^ make us change oar resolution. An ua- 

i-fortuoate and ' un^i^eeted accidebt, hdiirav^r,' to bi^ great joy, 

.^ •eeompiished that ifor Which his eloquence had been exerted to 

no purpose. 

' After we had continued our course, for some itime towards the 

f caat^in order to reach the mountains of CofurogdlitRg, we observed 

> by dhance a nest^of beesj^ of UQjcomiaQnly large size, in a tree not 

'. very thickly covered with leaves. We woulid gladly have made 

oorselves mastiessof it, but the hrigbt of the branch from which 

it hung pus vented us fropo expelling the bees .by smoke, which is 

. the bsual matbod. We were tbereforje gbtng to proceed on our 

- way^'wfaen one of the koolies oiFercd to climb up into the. tree, 

"and with a stroke or two of afaatchetycut oflPthe branch to 

which the said baes nest was attaehed^ snii had it fitUea we touild 

' have easily expelVedoar little aneitiies-wtlh smoke. Wf iMOtpted 

' -^ • .• Vo^A«iis,.FoI. V. J. " ■ F.- • • i '^^ .i 
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hisofiier and promised trim aidoubk sbare'of the boney when we 
«bould become possessed of it. 

He. immediately sprung joyfully ap the tree and soM reached 
4he desired braocb, bat scarcely bad he givea a stroke with the 
hatchet, when the becs^ before he had time for a secekad .blow^ 
attacked his naked body in such multitiidesi and with such fticjr^ 
.that he began to howl in a strange manner, and with his eyes 
-shut, endeavouring to descend the tree in haste, he made a fiidse 
step, fell from a considerable height, with . a most hkkous yd^ 
and broke his leg in a shocking manner. This accident dem^ged 
, x>ur whole plan ; we could not leave this unforianace man in 
the midst of the wilderness at the mercy of savage beasts, exposed 
to the horrors of dying of hunger and thirst. And even if we 
.could have been so inhumanly cruel, his companions would have 
lopposed our purpose and left us. We therefore, to the g^eat 
joy of M. D'AIlemand, came to the resolution to turnagain.Ao 
the west in search of inhabited places. . 

We placed the wounded man upon a sort of litter, hantily 
•constructed of the branches of trees, on which he conld be cairicd 
iwithottt toa much motion. We then, divided his share of the 
iMiggage, and that of the two kooUes who were to carry him, amoBg 
the rest, and bent the course of our journey with all the speed 
possible towards the west. It was then tea o'clock in the mom- 
i mg, and we hoped before the close of the day to fall in whh a 
Dutch post or settlement. 

With this view we took in great haste, but with much difficulty, 
the direction of the shore ; w\e were constantly obliged to cot our 
•way through iJhe boshes. The more we advanced towards the 
west, the woods became the thicker and more impassable. M. 
D*Allen[iand seemed to feel a savage joy at the ^ accident wbioh 
had befallen the poor kooly, as we were obliged. by it to return to 
inhabited places. He blessed the bees, and proposed to writers 
poem in 'praise of their courage ; but he was, not long after, 
punished for his want of feeling and ill-timed mirth. - 

Having for some time annoyed us witli expoessing the happi- 
: ness he felf, he attempted, in the fulness of his joy, tb leap .upon 
the trunk of a decayed tree which lay across :tbe path.; but no 
sooner bad his feet toudied the bark than he sank in lit almost 
up to the middle. His sudden immersion made us all borsi 
out into a loud laugh. With, difficulty we delivered him from 
his captivity, and after he was cleansed from the dust and rubbish, 
we requested him to compose a ^poetical eulogium upon old de-- 
cayed trees ; from which, boweyer, with much politenesa, he bqf- 
fed to be excused. He escaped for this time with m fright, .but 
It might have ended fatally :for him^ as a paslicular kind of 
serpents, Mid yenomous spiders of a prodigious inm, freqoently 
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takrQfi.tliBic'dlMdein the tmnksof sooh decayed amdr ootttp 
trees. . .• 

Abmit.one o':ofock in tk^ afternpon» w^e came to a small «pea 
apace ;OV plaki^ tU sur&ieet>f wUch was soft aod muddy* We 
fimndi here maoy skeletons «^ elepliants. After passing- aloiif 
oneatdeof this inorass, we took a henrty refreshment ui],der<& large 
talfiatvtiseey having notiiMfora regular meak 
] We again leJHimed our journey, and some time after/ not £Eur 
from us/ we sawr a&ear pDeparing to ascend a tree, but upon our 
aipproach, he disappeared iimongthe hushes* We observed that 
behad inlended to regale himself with the polpaZum, or milk* 
firait, wkioh sbrt.of trees abounided in this wood* The fruit in 
shape and aktei goeatly resembles the olive, and conceals under a 
thin yellow rind, a white gluey moisture, very sweet, with tka 
tmce of oveam. TiKe bears and wild boars are extremely fond of 
thisifffuijc $ the* natives dry it in the sun; when h has nearly the 
taste of taisins. 

' We saw bene great numbers of wild swine, but they were un- 
ecMnmonly shy and cautious. 1 had never seen them before but 
ki troops, running always at full gallop, and continually grunting, 
wit^ tlveir young ones in the middle of the. troop. They are not» 
so large as tbofie of the northern part of the island, and I question 
aauch il they are so fierce. 

The eamplajnts and lamentations of our poor kooly, the de<n 
testable;. rqad, and particularly the want of water, ha^ii^ ine^ 
with no^iing btit ati^ant and moddy^ po^ds, made us wish beaiitie 
fy'to^fi^liB whb an inhabited plaee. 

' At eight of clock in the evening, to our great joy, we emerged 
f um those immense wooda and enteced upon a krge plain, eor^ 
vered with elephants' dung, though we saw none of those ani« 
mats* About ten o^clock we came xdf^edatioif a large village, 
being the firot phice since our departure from Panorinj wher^ we 
hadjseen human btiings. As soon as we arrived we sent ior. 
the commanding Serjeant, who placed our kooly in the hands of 
a potter. 

iThe Indian potters, brides their usual occupation, practise as 
sttfgiBonsr in curiog sprains, redttcing diskicatjons, and setting 
broken 'bones, at vdiich they are very expert and skilful. Besides 
the 'usual previous prayers and conjurations, they make use of 
oentain. plants, that they iind in the woods, the knowledge of 
wMch' remains a secret, except to their own cast. As soon as the 
heiii&are applied to the woond, tiie prayers and iftcantatioDs are 
Mpeated, no doubt to inspire the patient with greater confidence 
in their remedy, and to give a high idea of their abititieii. An 
I|idia!ii is eveey where superstitions $ be is firmly persuaded that 
a liatidiah pv pbysidaa, who aeoomfiaoies his madiciDe mih 
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'pniTers-and eoojurations, is infiiiitelj more learatd tliaii the wu« 
tanii who cures with herbs only. 

.' After having supplied > our poor kooly with some moocjr, we 
followed the serjeant to his hut. We found there a great coin-' 
pany ; four young girls, and three Mestese women with th^ir 
husbandsj were sitting before the door under a large tamarind-*, 
tree, enjoying tliemselves by accompanying the sound of a Ra-^ 
faanna or. Indian lute with their voices. The seijeant informed 
oathat he was giving a little family feast ; his daughter, having 
the week before been married to a young man at Monar^ iiad, wick 
her husband, come to pay him a visit. He introduced us to them 
as well as to his wifo, hb sister, and her husband 5 two of the 
young girls were his own daughters^ and the other two his bro- 
ther's. 

They immediately presented us with vellapatty, a sort of very 
strong arrack, distilled from palm^wine and the hark of a certain 
tree, which gives it a very unpleasant smell, much like that of. 
bugs. We durst not refuse this detestable liquor, andatill less make 
use of our own ; as, if they had had. the least suspicion that we 
were provided with wine and other good liquors, we should ser- 
tainly very soon not^ have had a drop remaining. After this a 
supper was served up, which in some measure restored our sto- 
machs from the bad effects of the abominable liquor we had 
been obliged to swallow. It consisted. of rice and most excellent 
Tenisoo ; every one had his dish placed upon his knee, and. we 
•upped with the greatest satbfaction. During the repeat our 
kind host informed us that he waa only a corporal with a sc^eant's 
pay, and had six tapaz soldiers under his command ; that his 
duty consisted in nothing more than to let out some salt-pans a 
Uttle distance from the village, and to receive the company's 
dues and toils from the inhabitants ; that Vedativ^ was in the 
government of /ajfyiapa/itam ; that his name was Jan Voet, and 
his grandfather had passed the whole of his life at this post, as 
well as his father, since whose death he had spent twenty years. 
here ; that he was a cartier, and a great lover of hunting. All 
:his was related with so much ingenuousness and gopd humour, 
that I could not forbear from secretly envying thb man, to whom 
it never seemed to have occurred^ that he was no better than an 
exile here, in a place where his forefathers had before ended their 
days, and who was not, like me, driven about the world by a rest** 
less disposition. Among other things he gave me a description 
of his manner of hentiog, which is the same tliat the Vaddaha. 
use. It occasions no fatigue whatever, and is attended with 
very little danger. 

Near the side of any large pond, a hole is dug four feet deep^ 
and wide enough for two o;r three peiwns to siting this bole,. 
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pankulnrtf on the side next the water, is covered wkh teftves^ 
branches^ aud earth, leavings qnly a small opening to «hoot 
tblFOiigh^ and to sfee what takes place* Towards night the ^Hrnt- 
ets hide themsttlves in these holes and watch the wild beasts tiiat 
come out of the woods io jqiienoh their thirst. 

I have been informed bj many persoi^s that animals of every 
spaeies ootn^ to drink in diflbrent herds or droves. The ele- 
phants alwaya come first, and stay longest, as they usually bathe, 
themselves before drinking,, and when the water is not deep 
enough, they draw it up into their* trunks and refresh themselvea 
byspouting it over their bt)dies. The buffaloes arrive next ; af* 
ter having quenched their thirst, they amuse themselves by 
lying Aovirn in the water, and playing and tumbling about in it. 
The tigers also and the bears have their turns, and at last towards 
morning, the wild swine, deer, and other sorts. It is then that the 
hunters take their aim,'and firing among the crowd bring down 
great numbers of every kind* 

This manner df hunting is Tiot, however, altogether free from 
daqgen It sometfmes happens that the wild beasts*, and parti- 
cularly the tigers and wild buffaloes, discover the hunters, either 
by'4he scent, or by happening to come out of the water on the 
same side where they are concealed. There are even instances 
of elephants having fallen into the pits, and crusiied the people 
within them. To avoici such misfortunes as much as possible,' 
the hunters ahrays go in parties of three or four together, one 
of whom has his attention fixed on the opposite side of the. 
water, to warn the others, and to drive away the beasts that ap- 
proach 4oohdar, by firing upon them or throwing their rockets. 
But sometimes the greatest vigilance is unavailing^ especially if 
the water bin ithe middle of a thick wood, because a« elephant, 
when he walks slowly, lias so soft a step that he is not heard till 
very neiir. 

But to return to the singular order that seems to prevail 
among the inhabitants of the woods : thougii I do not believe it 
is so regular as it is sometimes represented to be, yet it is certaiQ 
that'the instinct or natural powers of the weaker animals teaches 
themnot to approach the water before the- btoik of day, wheik 
their enemies, satiated with prey, return to their dens. 

When supper was over, one of the company again took up the 
nibamiai but M. D*AUemand, who was iittle entertained with its 
music,' had privately ordered his slave to 'surprise them with his 
vioifo; • The sooml of the instrument no sooner > reached their 
eairs, thiHi' they all seamed as if struck by an electrical shocks 
They all stood up^ and the youtig girls, encouraged by the exam* 
pie ivfitfaeir paretrts^ eagerVy called; for a country dance, and taking 
us by^tbe bandi notwithstanding our ofsjeetions and protestations 
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qI btiiig!fatigiied» tbejr drew im ioto the circle. AU, eten to the 
•Idcorperal and bis wife, joined in the dwiccw The baher, whd 
WBa<|uiie beside bimself with joy, kept the eoaiptey<i» a oo«ii<* 
nual loac of laughter,, with his capers aod gnmaeca. Wiihottl 
having seen his ludicrous f catores it is> iapoastble to form aaidea 
e[f the extravsagant and ridict»lou9 forms into which he. dtstouted 
bis caHotenaaee, and for which,, indeed, his face and his - wbelt 
person were singularly adapted—he was. truly an origuiaK 
> After dancing some time, we found ourselves incapable, from 
iatigue, to bold oot any longer ; and we sat down befoM the hufc* 
The Test of the company having also finished, came and placed 
themselves by us, and b^an to sing a sort of Mahilmr love songs, 
called chicoiiea and duMcras. As I excelled in that kiaAoCsiog^ 
ing, I received the applaiise of the whole coaipaoy. My com- 
panions, who did not understand a word of the songa, aod atill 
kss could sing them, ^ared at me with admiration, and the re«- 
spect of my Koolies, who had listened at some distance, rose from 
that moment in a remarkable degree. 

Towards morning we spread our mats in a remote comer eS 
the hat and enjoyed a short repose* Our Koolies awoke aa at 
day-break, and we soon after departed, without awaking our ho$t, 
whom we had taken leave of the n^ht before. 

Jt was about half an hour before sun*rise when we set out* 
We passed in the beginning ovea:. a lai^ plain, interspersed hero 
and there with Coeoa and wild Palm-trees, the grotuid was inte^1 
aected by small rivulets, the water of which we found: faradusb* . 

About nine o'clock we came to a^great standing pool,AnrrD|inded 
with high and thick . bushes. From a small sand hill on whieh- 
we stood, we could see that the water was covered with snob in<f 
QUnaecabje multitudes of bird», as ducks, geese, snipes, &e. that 
the surface could scarcely be seen. We were very desiix>as to 
provide ourselves with a good dinner among them, as we had be« 
giin to get tired of the venison. M. D^AUemami oiered to seram- 
blethmugh the bushes^ and when he bad got to the edge of the 
pool, to fire at the birds, and as thc^ flew up we should also txkt 
mun at them. No sooner said than dope«-^M. D'AUemaod crept 
into the bushes and soon disappeared among them* 4n the .mean 
time we stood impatiently .waiting for the shot.; but in vain. We: 
heard nothing, though he might have been long at the appointed 
place. We now became anxious, and prepared .to peoetraie io 
a body through the bus^iea lie had entered, when, to our. 
great surprize, we saw him rushioig with the utmost speed 
oot of die bramblesji and making haste towards us, withr 
out his hat and gun. Terror and dismay were painted upon 
bis countenance, and he was almost nut of breath. He told us 
that having with much difficultf ^et through the thorns ; and 



Digitized by VjOO^ l^ 



Trmeli in the JUkmd &/^ Cejfkm. Jd 

iwMkea, and cooife to the placet wlier^ bis iotati^ to wajfxkti}^ 
Urds ; ju0t when about to fire, he hirard the snorting of tui aniiii^lt 
•ad turning round saw a ti^er of immense size asleepi surrounde4 
with bloody and lialf^goawfcd bones; Seized with terror .a4;id alarms 
Jie/efideavouried to return as softly as. possible ; but scarcely ;hadhf 
taken a few steps when he heard the tiger move. Almost givii^ 
himself 'up for lost, he had thrown away his gun that he -might 
Ibe more easily escape. Such was the aecount he gave of hia. ad^ 
^vanture* W^ might now have continued out joufuey, but thf 
gun* was much tod necessary an article to be loat in fudi a mao^ 
oer, which, with bis hat, remained hanging among tlie bushes, Wc 
'therefore resolved to expel the tiger, and for this purpose madf ja 
Iretneodousooise with our cymbals, and threw a rocket at tbe 
spot pointed out by M. D'AUemand. The animal instancy 
xiishedfuriouslorouty butapparemly not having e^ipected to 4Bnd . 
ao many people, te slood auddeoly atill, and seemed uo«jiecid|94 
ivfaat to>^; when, thin)d«ig to frighten him^ we a^dvanced upon 
him armed ^itb our pistols Aitd pikes. But instead of taking j^ 
Agiil'at our approach as we ^xrpeetedr ihe went y^ry. slowly tp.^ 
UnuiU eminenoe od* which he placed himself, wMhoiit sbowii^ ^bf 
BflialieBt appearaitce cf fear ; then, turnitig townrds 4^, he shpwf^ 
,bis large snow-white teeth, and glaring frightCiiUy at us,: he bei^.ij^ 
ibis, body in ao eatraordiaary manner, wbiici his JoogJiaira^d 
erect iike. bristles, givingthe whole animal a most terI:ific.flppefrr 
<ance. : . , 

This attitttdedamped ou^r coutage extremely, and we all de^mf^^ 
'it smre prodeot to attack him from a distance, except |he, hftk^j;, 
whom we dould with difficulty prevent from ohai^iog him^ ^ilji 
^fais long sword« We then aent bun two rockets, the last of w4>ioh 
^whizzed past so close to his nose, that he.api?ai|g oi| 4U)e aide witb 
lliife^ail drawn ia, and fled howling withal) bis mig]^. 

After having dislodged our unwelcome guest, we went to exr 
>pk>ffe.'the^buihea, wher6 we found the hat, hanging upon a branch, 
land a Httie farther the gun. Coming to the place wh^re A^ 
.D'Allemand first saw tlie tiger, we found it airowed with the bonoi 
of various animals. The still bloody head of a large ape, which 
we observed among the resty made us suppose that he had made 
his last meal of the body. Our guide assured us, however, that 
the tiger has an aversion to the flesh of apes, and never eats it, ; 
except when compelled by necessity, or as a medicine when sick ; 
but he could not inform me what species of ape is selected for 
this purpose. * 

This occurrence, while it convinced us of the utility of our 
rockets, taught us at the same time, never to lay aside our hunt- 
ing knives, or cutlassesV which M. D'AUemand had done in 09- 
der to penetrate the more easily thiroogh the thickets. The tigev 
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bad probably been in a kind of lethargy or inactivity, eitliar from 
being surfeited with prey or from indisposition ; but how easily 
might he have attacked M. D'AUemand, with what coirfd- hs 
have defended himself? His gun loaded with swan-shot, wouM, 
bare had little effect upon so fierce an animal; hia escape iwaa 
therefore extremely fortunate* 

Having taken oar road through sand, we came:at twoo'cloeb 
to ManMiey a large and beautiful village not far fromthc island 
df Manar. The company here maintains a Malabar Adigaar,* who 
has totat Peons under him. We lodged in a large choreh^- built 
by the Portuguese ; it now serves as a resting place for travellen. 
The body of this building appeared to' be in good repair, though 
consisting only of bricks j the door» and windows had been tftken 
away. 
J 'As provisions had begun to fail us, and- we'coi^Mfind none ia 
fthts vimge, I sent a Kooly with a letter to Mr. Nagd^ engiaeer 
ftt'flfandr, with whom I was intiitiaiely abquainted; rtqueatiii^ 
fnm to send us some provisions add bottles of wine, for which, we 
%buld pa/ him: In the interval w^ nvade ready our kiteheh in 
ilie church, iaa mafly had apparefiltly-dolie before' nr, bne>sii)einf 
(he ^M I being liuite black ttithiVmbke/ iOar dinnerconmbdof 
^n6tS^ partridge and wilA-fewl, Whieb w^^hnt^ ahot^by the way. 
' Our Kooly i^eturned arsaven o'clock In theeveniog^lie brbu^ 
us six bottles of arraek» and two of a sort of brandy, biistdea aome 
provisions. Mr. Nagel answered me that he was very sorry he 
•could not provide us better, necessaries being exceedingly scarce 
•even on the island^ as a comp«ny of Malays that had been sent to 
'ri^inforce the garrison of Jaffne^nam haid consumed the grerat« 
part, and taken the remainder with tbeaa, and a sloop which wals 
'expected every day from Colombo was not yet arrived ; he had sent 
roe as much liquor and provisians from his own store as he . eonld 
-ap^re, which he hoped I would accept of. 

' ;A8 we had slept but littlcvthe night before at VedrntM, we r^«- 
solved to remain all night here, to sleep off the fistigues of oor 
jouf^ey; in order that we might be.afaie to -renew it with fresh 
'vigotir. 

■»■■■■ _ ■...■. .. ,■■.,,, ., . — -« — ._^.«»_^ ..,11 

* Inspectpr or overseer; he is at the same tim'9 chief magistrate of the 
village. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bungula '^Unpiea^aint '^dvmtm'e there-^The Brahmin of Ca« 
' laar ^^Furimin engagement between ^o toild hwgmoet -^ 
- 'Dangeram oecmrence — . Departure'^ Mmgam •^The tigiar 
scent^-^DisagreeaMe haitihg plaee* 

Thm next momii^ at five o'clock we again set forward, taking 
our course over a great sandy plaio. The jackals, though fouod 
iaev^ry part of the forest, seemed to have established their head- 
f|jiarters here ; we naw great numbers runmng about, which con^ 
c;eakd themselves in the woods on our approach. We here killed 
k serpent, which our people called Gorunda; it was quite green, 
about four feet long, and from three to four inches thick. The 
jje^ aad hot sand on the beach made our progress very difficult, 
9(^d we hastened to reach a clump mi wild palm-trees, which we 
«i|w at a distance, that we might rest a little and take our break* 
t^aiU. We found there two Malabar travellers, who told iist, they 
had left Chilaw two days before, ajad were|going toJianaar. We 
bi^fxed. from them, among other thiqgj^, that a French Car^^ or 
JEfnenchman, who bad come in a palanquin from Colombo by Po« 
ftii&o^ bad been killed by an elephant^ and that higher up the 
roads were entirely overrun by those animals. 

The.givat forest still continued on our left, and stretching 
utopii^ne whole extent of the horizon.. The plain was now bet« 
^,,fV*qvided vvith trees, but the ground stiU cc^nsisted of rou^ 
9^f^., ,C)^npp«.uf pa\m or cocoa - trees w^re spread here and there, 
under wliich We sought protection from, the burning rays of the 
f^urir lAt last) about five o' clocks we reached Bangahj a large vil- 
jag^i situated on thf^ river of the sam^ name, and for the most 
pant a^habtted by Uack christians of the Roman Caiholic prrsua-? 
^ion. We fuMid here an ambeiam it is true, but so small, so 
dirty, and at the sam& time &o full of travellers, that» by virtue of 
f^^T,QfPfl orord^r we demanded of the Majorat to provide us with 
biftjtqrlpdgiogs. 

. Jc]< riepUea thf^t this Could not he accomplished without great 
di^cuity 'f it n^ight be. done readily enough for one person,, but 
fipT four of us and a ICooiy to prepare our victua|p^ a whole hut was 
m^t ^if^ient ; and besides, there were none empty ; but to satisfy ^ 
H^ ,lite ,wf3^d make further enquiry^ 

jFie Aep left us,,, but soon returning, said, it Was just as h^e;p- 
pef^id* with r^gfird to the habitations, but that he had obt4^ined the 
(KiQS^Qt of th^ be^e tlia,t we might pass the night in the chi^chj 
if we would promise not to damage it, and to light our fire uuder a 

Voyages, Fbl. V. G 
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•ort 6f shed at a little distance. He then conducted oa( t6 ouf 
sacred quarters, which might be about a thousand yards from the 
village, where we found a dumb Indian, who appeared to be the 
beadle of whom the Majorat had spoken. He offered us his ser<» 
vices by signs, and set before us excelleot fish, milk, fruit, and M 
4hat the place could afford. The church was a small buildiog ; 
«t one end was an altar with a wretched wooden image of the Vir- 
gin and Child over it. It was, besides, so black from the multi* 
tude of flies in it, that the real colour could not be distinguished. 
The pastor of this black congregation was absent at Manaaty from 
"whence he was expected to return in a few days, 

Every thirtg was ready next day for our departure, when we 
Ibund thai M. D'Allemand was absent. We all supposed he 
had taken a welkin to the village, or along the side of the river, 
and therefore dispatched one *of our people to inform him that 
v^e were ready. Our messenger, however, did not return either; 
tmd it was hdt till I was goin^ towards the village in search of 
them, that our messenger came running, out of breath, and 
fold us that the French Parengin^ or gentleman, was detained b^ 
the inhabitants of the village, who had tied his hands behind his 
back, and were going xo conduct him to Mannar. 
' I stood for some time speechless with astonishment, and could 
by no means comprehend what could be the meaning of thii 
strange occurrence. I called the cooper in haste, and having, in 
a few words, told him what had happened, we hastened towards 
the village, to learn the cause of this singular proceeding. We 
there found our fellow traveller in the midst of a great number of 
tlie natives, his bauds bound behind his back, his .face covered 
with blood, and with his clothes torn and hanging in rags from 
his body. ^^ 

The crowd immediately made way for us, when, having called 
{he Majbral, I demanded by what authority he detained travellcr^i 
and allowed thetn to be ahused in such a mariner, or if he called 
this bbedietice to the orders of the oppa, by affording travellers 
assistance ami support ? ' 

He replied, that this imHecareny br white man, had entered a 
hut by force, and not only abused a poor dumb man, but had 
besides set fire to the roof of his hut, which, from the wind blow- 
tog very high, might have laid the whole village in ashes, had not 
sorifte people, wlidm the uprbar hiid collected, extinguished the 
ire, and preveuted' 'him from further violence. As for what con** 
cerned himsejf, (the M ajoral,) he had obeyed the oppa, even more 
than he Was obliged to do; at^d had stipplied us with the best the 
place could afifbrd, at a very moderate price; but the oppa g;ave 
vt too right to abuse people, and set fire to their houses^ and hi 
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w&uli tend the pifcoiuir to tltanaar, tbat' he ifnij^ht be punished! 
mccording to law. 

I was greatly disturbed- at these words, whidf the Majoral deli- 
vered with a very decided Kme and manner ; andj with an angry 
laok^ turning to my captive feNow traveller, I asked what infernal 
•pint had tempted him to inveigieu^ into so disagreeable a situ^ 
atioh, and to delay our journey wJth bis mad freaks, because, aa 
he was found in our company, We should be obliged to follow 
him. to ManaoTj and wait there till he shooM be tried. He an^ 
swered that the dumb 'beadle was the sole cause of all that had 
happeqed, having promised, by signs, to bring him a mntresS 
the night before, for which he had given him two pagodas before* 
band ; but the rascal had not kept his word, and had kept out of 
the way. He had» therefore^ gone to his hut in seaifch of him; 
to punish him for bis deceit, and get back his money ; but grow^ 
ing furious froas not being able to satisfy his revenge, he liad, in 
bis rage, set fire to the roof of the rasoal's hut, without reflecting 
at the mbnnent of the fatal oonsequences that might liaVe followed 
ao inconsiderate an action ) upon this he was laid hoM of aftid 
abused bjr the people; 

I took the Majoral aside, and warned hiro^ to consider well 
whftthe jwas going to do ; that this vallecaren, or white many was a: 
friend of Mr. Noy, the commandant of Manaar, and was, ttenides; 
charged with dispatches of the utmost importance, which he was^ 
obliged to deliver personally into the hands of the Governor of 
Colombo f and that he, fthe majoral) wouM have to answer for 
aU the lunnecessary delay be might occasion in our journey. I 
sinewed him besides, that the offience was not so great, and thatf 
the dumb man had been the principal cause of it himself, whom 
it'by no means became, as a person belonging to the church, to 
nob. travellers of their money, uYider pretence of bringing womeaf 
to tbem in the night ; of whioh scandalous conduct I should in" 
form the priest without delay, who would no doubt punish hioi^ 
aoeording io his deserts. *^ I therefore advise you as a friend,'* 
continued I, ^f to let the prisoner go, and be content with a suit'- 
nble compensation, sufficient to repair the dumb man's hut, and 
in 40ine degree remunerate him for the blows he has received/* 

.At first he would by no means agree totHis proposal, but afrer 
long'perauasion, and much talking on both sides, I at last obtained 
the release of my companion^ whom this adventure cost eight 
pagodas^ besides having bis clothes torn to rags, and a prodigious 
^ttBEkber .of blows. 

/^ We now made haste to quit this fatal spot, lest they should 

change their mind, and leaving the pith, we entered a- thick wbod^ 

where we made our way with great difficulty. When we suppO- 

' m4 ounelvea out of the jfeach of danger, M- D'AUemand gave. 
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lyi 4, deliail of tbe circufn^ Uncef wbiob. bud givM lite to the whaler 
affair. 

He. bftd tjbe preceding oighw by ^igos^Asked the ^mi> maa if 
b^ cpuld |>i!ocurq a f^iml^ c<H9if»Aftop for \Aa^ to vhich, aftev 
ipalf bAT sooK 4iffic«it|X3i he CQP6«i>IKd» »lJcil»g our feHow trnveltfi^ 
understand, tbat aa ama «s we wece asleep be was tia^ get up abik 
go to a^ old uDiQbi4)iUidi but, wbicb be abewad bini ; (tbia migii^ 
<^ily Ij^ ()o^9 ^ tlie ^biiirch remained opeii' all oiglu^) aaA be 
woiuid there bring hijo, a very prelty girl, whom ha even pqioted 
fiut to hioi, aa she happened to pass by at tbe lime. Foe tbit be 
was to receive three, pagodaa^ two of wbieb wene to he paid ha 
advance* 

> Our credulous companion rel^ng upon the piomiae of this 
cheat, had waited the whql^ night in tb« above-^mentioned h«it| 
till at last, at break of day, fioding he bad been deoeaviod by thio 
^a^cal, and furious at having lost bia^ money and night's ucsn, hc^ 
accompanied by his slave, fepaked to the vitiage with theinten- 
|k>a c^ punishing tba diviid> boadle for bia treachery, andriecbvop 
^bf^ nnotMf y he had giAxn hiaa. After having with mwA dif&eultf 
found out the hut, he went in, and found the dumb aiaii in com- 
ppiAy with two othsr persona. Aa aeM!»» as the former saw him he 
f^eavQured to make hia escape, but our eauraged fellow^^rwreUar^ 
cutting off his retreM> seized him by tbe breast, threw him ob 
^^ gjfound, and began to belabour him so effieotually, wiaKs stkb 
be had brought vitb. him on purpose, tbat he atteved the moat 
hideous sAd ridiculloua y^Us that can possibly ha imagined. 

Tbe two oth^c meA b»d allowed all this to paaa nt aiienei^ abA 
usere a^arently filled wiih aatoniahment, but seeing their ooaflM 
(isniofi treated ii^ such, a man«ieii, they now flew to hwasaisaanca; 
One of them attacked the. enex^y behind^ tkrowin^ hiB«blawa 
Hffs^t powerfully upon hia bsck with Ha iron rod, i» order to fopeo 
bim to let go his prey \ wUIq tbe other straggled with 4he %\m^f 
whq endcavioured to aasi&t hia Baaater- 

bur comrade then got up* to Ketarn his; advenaryi'.s blowa wkb 
interest, but finding turn prepared, upoa the least motion, lo split 
bjs head with the iron sod, hcy without knowing at the mooiont 
what he did, took a burniiig faggot from tlab firo^ and tbmsi U 
into the roof of the hut, which being of palm^leavea, inataatly 
began, to burn. Some people coiiecaed by the dialurbaooe weaay 
however, fortunate enongh to extin^uisb the^ flames ; ba^ali th# 
aarae time, making thamaelves mastecs of bim and bia slaffr, tbaji 
were brought, after being terribly abused, before thoMajonil^ 
wiho w>uJd< have sent them to iWonaor aa rtoteca and inoeodiariea, 
JK, wf^ had nqjK eome in timd ta^ pnevrui bim. 

Ij^ltrltbstandiag that we cooaideired biqri aa alaeadfi snfRcirat^^ 
WWfl>i47/<(»K bi$ imptudenee^ wo couhL not avoids •Jipftafilif oM 
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^isMtiftibetion ic bb eolidtict» whieb miglit Imw led to ftMfta^ 
teqHences, and had deeasioiied oonsidefabte delay in oav journey.- 
' We agai» got quickly oot of the wood, And proceeded over a 
sandy plain, covered whh bushes and brambles, without a sin^ 
tree capable of defending us from tlbe borfrkrg rays' of Ifhe sun. 
iitt laist, to oor to snmll joy, wie caaM WAripQ, a srtfalt AHt vrttft 
fwa btrtwasks^ bqilt by tbt Portogaese. The Company mafAtaiik^ 
here a small garrison, consisting of af corporal and some inir^Hdlr, 
w4m» all lodge io the vilhige, pvobabiy being afraid of being buried 
under the ruins of< tbe old walls^ No other provisions cotxM' b6 
procured here but fish, wbicb, however/ waa excellent, and vef^ 
cheap. The fish are caught in a river that runs close to^ the 
i4llage, and ia called CoamdiK It tlaes among the Htouiitains- of 
C4niragahingy and flows past tbe port of Aripo into the Sea. In 
Mber respects, however cheerful it might formerly have beenf,^ in 
Ihe tjfMe of die pearl fiabery, it was then a desert, barreni add 
aaelaoebolv place* . r > 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, we agdin commenced out 
jootAey. Our waj now nm akMig the* aei^coast^ upon a dyke 
formed by nature. We came to the place upon the pkin, where; 
daring the pearKfiahing acaeon, the oysters are brought, and shuV 
Qp'lii iiiclosure% and where they are dl9o opened. We feun4 
here aieveiHl woman and children busy in funmtig and siftmg th« 
aaiid^ ibr the purpose of finding any pearls^ that might have beed 
left at the last fishing. I waaioU that- these peopte are son^^tllei 
fbi«unas» enough to find pearls of conetderaMe value. 

We- «feM pursued our jourdey along the sea-shore, iirMdK'WA^ 
streawd with a moltitwde of beautiful shells, sponges, &c. Oti 
tkm^ toft we bad a great and emtenaivie forest, fbtt of high and tlhick 
Weca> and stretching do«pn to tbe sbore^ and somethms- to wTthhf 
a few yards of the sea. In the mean while our way beeatme mpi^ 
and mone difllcoh as we proceeded. We were everjr now Und 
ibeooUigad to mirite acircwif, aoesetimes into the country td 
aMToid a reef of rocks, d» sharp points- of which rose ftt)nr two 
to three feet above the sand ; then agiaii» we were under tbe ne^ 
cessity of wading breast*high in the sea, to get round' the com- 
pletely impenetrable tall thorns and buehes, which sometimes 
esteaded from the wood toD or twelve y^vdis into the sea. 

These difficuiities soon aiade oa repent of having left the inhmtf 
mad, and we. resolved- to lemve the shore and strike again lifttf 
the woods* Bttt here ake> we t ra ve lled with great difficulty : we 
bad to alFnggle witbadcep rough sand^ full of thorns and bram- 
Mas>^ which continually obstructed our passage, without taking 
into account & number of otlier obstack^ wbkk are coaamoal^ 
mei% wi4fahia untrodden oe tHifrei|Uttnted patha. This part of th^ 
wood swarmed with elks and other animals of that species. We 
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ftUo mw thf trices of wild buffaloes^ and even the marks of li 
tiger, leopard, or other wild b«a$t of that kind. Wewere eirery 
moment startled by deer, which at oar approach spruag out of the 
biishes,^ and fled with astonishing swiftness. 

It was about seven o'clock when we reached CnkMUV which 
was almost dried ap, and over whose naked and rockj bed we. 
approached an Indian pagoda, situate on> the opposite side, and 
abo benring the qame of Calaar. ' 

This river* which was then so much diorinisbed, is in the rainjr 
season filled to the brim in the course of a few hours, by the 
streams from the mountains ; it was more than a thousand paces 
bf^d^wliere we passed. It takes its rise in- the mcnintains of 
-Cauragaidng, and after a long add very circuitous course, it loses 
itself among the mountains of Grudutnak. . ' 

, The bcahmio of Calaar redeived us with great cordiality and 
fiffect^n, and placed before us milk tayer, dried palpakm, and 
another, wild fruit, which he calledpergodM, and which has a great 
Semblance to the Mta.* 

We took up our quarters under two large trees that stood before 
the pagoda, though to the visible dissatisfaction of the Brithmtn, 
who told us the trees were holy and 'consecrated to the divinil^i; 
l^utseeiiig that we preferred this &pot ttx an old dirty hot,, wihich 
be, had repeatedly oflTered us, be .remained. silent, only begpriog u« 
to kindle pur fire at some distance, that we might not damage 
them. Be called these trees J}ogaya*t • . . .. ff 

This man haviog remarked, that we w^re obliged to shout. witk 
all our might into the baker's ears to make ourselves understood, 
offered to cure him of his deafness, providing he would offer a 
blade fowl, to the Divinity of the pagoda, and allow a few drops 
<Uf oil from a lamp that burned before his image, to. be poured 
i^to his ears, 

' I imparted this proposal to our deaf baker, and if we had not 
prevented: him, he would have submitted to the Experiment; 
but I looked upon it as a kind of humiliation and insult to the. 
bhristian religion, and was besides firmly persutded that it would 
ave no efiPect whatever. 

The Brahmin, whom we found to be a friendly and com- 
municative man, was by no means ofifeoded at the refusal of our 
fellow traveller to put confidence in his remedy. He seemed 
quite overjoyed to have found in me a person that could converse 



* The Mta is a 8ort of apple, the rind of wbich- m hard and t>f a grftytsb > grren 
coloar ', it is white and soft within like marmalade, is eaten with a spoon, t^d 
bas a sweet and agreeable taste when fully ripe. It has a great resemblance 
to m medlar, bnt is whiter and of a more beaaiifal Appearance . ' ' 

*. 4 tree the* branch of which tambica incetsatttly ; it ii higMy venerated by 
thf IndiADi on a religioas accouat. 
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witH him tn bis own language. Among other things I inquirtd 
to what cause it was owing that this temple had been erected In 
S'place so solitary and remote, and so distant from ail habitations. 
He then related the following story or (ahle. 
< A Modekaar* was attacked on this spot by a PanAournffcAs ot 
royal serpent, of a dreadful size ; in danger of being instantly de« 
voured, he ejaculated a prayer to the goddess Bhadakisina foff 
her assistance. Upon this a woman of a most beautiful form ap* 
peared, with loose flowing hair, one of which she phicked ont^ 
which was instantly changed into a sward, with which she instantly 
cut off the serpent's head and then vanished into the air. From 
gfratitude for this timely asststanxre, he had caused to- be erected 
oti the Same spot this temple, which is still annually visited by 
pilgrims from all parts. 

- « 'ilioogh the bed of the river was quite bare, there were here 
and there several deep places in which the water remained* 
Vhese ponds or pools, from the rich moisture, of the earth, and 
the amazing quickness with which weeds as weU as fruits shoot 
4ip in those countries, were almost all surrounded with high and 
thick bushes or uuderwood. This was remarked by the cooper 
mhen we arrived, and at the same time recollecting wliat the 
(Commander of the fort of Fedo/k;^ had told us of his manner of 
}iunting, he proposed that we should conceal ourselves in the 
thickets and bushes that encircled the pools, and watch the 
animals that should come to quench their thirst. This proposal 
•was made with no other view than to satisfy his unlK>unded pas- 
sion for sport, as we were abundantly provided with all sorts of 
game. He had in fact supplied. us with much more than w« 
wanted, as he did nothing on the way but shoot at every animal 
and bird that made its appearance, indifferent whether it could be 
.made use of or was at all eatable. This practice gave rise 
Xo a great many disputes between him and me,' as 1 hold nothii^ 
to be more cruel, contemptible, or unworthy, than to kill a harm-^ 
less unsuspecting animal merely for amusement, or for the empty 
praise of being u hat is calleda good shot. . 
' I therefore decidedly refused to be of tiie party, and endeavour^* 
«d to convince him, as well as M . D'Allemand, of .the danger to 
ifhich tln^y would expose themselves; even the brahmin persuaded 
them Mgainst it, but all in vain. At last, finding that I remained 
stedfast in my resolution, they begged 1 would at least accom* 
pany them, to assist ahd support them if it should be necessary^ 

To this 1 in the end consented, after having made another fruit* 
•less attempt to persuade them from this foolish undertaking. 

,7; ^ '- :— 

' '^Apeisou offaigk c5^ik6ideiatiOB; a general tircoiijiiimiuler of^betroop*. 
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AUdwlI eould obtaio from tbem was^ ilmt thcf would Aot aH €mt 
till towards day break, as theIaiig«staod fierecsl aAimab would then 
bare retired and given phioe to the aoMdler sorts wbsch oameonljr 
in the morning, if our host at FedaHnS had told us .the truth. By 
fiollowing this plan the danger of engaging with ekpbanls, tigers, 
buffaloes, and other savage beasts might be avoided. To this thef 
consented, and we all lay down to take some rest, except the 
cooper's sdave-boy and a kooly, who were to keep the watch aad 
awake us at four o*cloek. 

In the midst of a sound sleep I was awoke by a' voice calling 
oet,-^** Up ! Up !--^it is time, get up— the day will soon break." 
It was just two o'clock, and the cooper could wait no longer, eo 
that in^pite of all I could say we were obliged to set out. TJbe 
baker would not go with us, and we were heartily glad of it. 

Before our departure we loaded our pieces and filled our pou- 
ches with cartridges. We now wandered slowly along the bed 
of the river — At a distance ou the other side, the noise of animate 
ccboed deep and terribla through the forest ; we heard in almost 
every watery place around us, rustling and jnotion. We agreed 
to watch at one of the largest, and crept as softly as possible^ at 
a few paces distant from each other, into the bushes and thorns^ 
tritti which it was surrounded. This pool seemed to be about 
four hundred paces in circumference* My companions had 
^omised not to fire at an elephant or any other fierce beast, but 
ko wait patiently the arrival of the smaller animals. 

We had not been long coooealed in our thorny hiding place, 
when we observed two animals on the other side of the water, 
busy in quenching their thirst. The moon at that moment was 
covered by a thick ploud, so that I could not disiinguiih what 
they were. It is certain, however, they belonged to ttie tiger 
species, though somewhat smaller. ^ As soon as they bad drank, 
which they did the one after the other, and not at the same time^ 
though there was sufficient space, they set off at full speed for 
th^ woods. 

Another half hour nearly elapsed without any more animals 
making their appearance, but the noise^ resounding, on all sides 
made me very uneasy. I kept looking anxiously round me, afraid 
every moment of being fallen upon by a tiger, a serpent, or some 
such creature. My companions became also uneasy, and heartily 
wished themselves safe at the Pagoda* At last we heard the 
deep low of some approaching animals^ which we soon distin* 
guished to be three buffaloes. 

After having drank a long time> they waded into the water till 
it was above their belly, then lay down in it, so that nothing 
could be seen but their noses. Tbey remained in this position close 
to one another, for nearly a quarter of an hour, and any one who 
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fiad not seen tbem go into the water, would never hwk at all 
«ispected that such heavy unwieldy v a nijnals were cbneealed 
befaw the surface. 

. A fourth bufialo now made his appearance, and after snuffing 
very strongly at every thing round hiro, he also began to drink; 
The others had thrust their heads out of the water, when he ap- 
proached, but did not seem willing to hinder him fVom drittktngi 
Having quenched his thirst, he appeared inclined to join the rest 
in the water, but no sooner bad one of the three observed this, tbad 
he stood up, and instantly attacked him with a hideous roar. Th4 
sky was at this time free from clouds, and the moon shone in all her 
brightness, so that I had the satisfaction of beholding tl^is ter*^ 
rible combat very plainly. I by no means regretted having joined 
this bunting party. To see two such furious animals, fight at 
so short a distance, is certainly an interesting spectacle. 

The rage and might with which they attacked each other is 
not to be described.- -At every charge they retired some steps 
backward^, inaking the sand fly in clouds behir d, add with 
dreadful snortings, they rushed at full speed, with the swiftnesk 
of an arrow, upon each other, so that they recoiled some paces 
back from the concussion. Sometimes, after having quickly 
approaehed* each 6thei[, they suddenly stopped for an instant, till, 
Ending their beads to the ground at the same time, the combat 
jwas again renewed. By degrees the open space between them 
became shorter; and blow followed blow io rapid successionf, 
9vith a dreadful clatter, that was echoed and re-echoed along both 
sides of the woody banks. 

During this furious strife, the two others, which no doubt 
sirere females, Wf quietly iii the water ; they only now and then 
turned their heads towards the place where the fortune of war 
was to decide to which of the two combatants, that seemed to 
he bulls, they should belong. 

At last, the one that arrived first was lucky enough to give the 
other such a tremendous blow in the side, that, without waiting 
for a second, he left the field of battle, and fled with the utmost 
^peed into the forest. 

The proud conqueror, without pursuing his enemy, having 
lowed twice with so clear and terrific a sound that the echo re- 
Hsounded on every side, again betook himself to the water with the 
two others: 

Notwithstanding the terror occasioned by the combat between 
these furious and enraged animals, it was a gratification to me to 
be present at so grand a spectacle, and 1 awaitedf impatiently for 
the arrival of another buffalo, that I might have the pleasure of 
seeing it renewed. — But how great was my terror when, in placte 
of this,! heard a gpn gooff. ' .,::.! 

VOYAGKS, Vol, V. H 
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llie bu&Ioes stood altogether, snorting terribly; the bull and 
another instantly rushed through the water towards the side where 
they had s^en the flash, while the third came out on the opposite 
^ide, to go found' the bushes, ^hd fall upon the eberoy in the 
rear. 

. Full of terror and dismay, I endeavoured to get out of the' 
bushiss: before the dreadful animal could come round to where I 
was, but,' unfortunately, (I cannot think of it even now without 
horror,) my long hair goi entangled among the thorns, for I had 
lost nay hat, and it was impk)ssible to extricate it in time. 1 al- 
ready heard the furious. enraged animal coming ; by a tremendous 
effort 1 tore myself loose, with so much violence, that my head 
struck agaipst the gravel, and a great part of my hair remainetl 
sticking in the brambles. I instantly began to run, in order, if 
possible, to reach the Pagoda, which stood at two hundred yards 
distance. — In vain ;— terror had deprived me of my faculties ;— _ 
It was with me like one who dreams that he is fleeing to avoid a 
pursuer; he imagines that his limbs are nailed to the groundyXU- 
that an invisible power detains him — terror-struck, and witli a 
beating heart, in vain he puts forth all his strength, he is with* 
held by an irresistible band. 

The furious beast was now close upon me ; already I was afiect- 
ed by his breath ; — I looked round, he was not six paces distant ; 
the thought struck me like a flash of lightning, that the bufiatoes^ 
when they have approached near enough to their enemy, run at 
him with their heads bent down to the ground, and he who has 
sufficient presence of mind to spring aside at the moment when 
the animal aims a blow at him, will save himself, as the beast 
cannot halt instantly ; and besides, it is not the nature of the 
buffalo to turn back and attack his enemy anew. 

But this method could be of no use to me ; my pursuer was 
already too near me : instead of it, at the moment when ready to 
become his prey, I threw myself on the ground at full length, and 
the next moment the furious beast ran over me at full speed. What 
a narrow escape I had made ! His hind feet wefe scarcely a'span 
distant from my head, and I was entirely covered with the sand 
which he threw up behind him like a cloud. 

As soon as he was past, I had the presence of mind to creep 
upon my hands and knees under a neighbouring thicket. I re- 
mained here, trembling, and in the greatest perplexity, till, to my 
unspeakable joy, I heard the voices of my companions, who were 
in search of me, armed with burning pieces of wood. Upon my 
calling they all came towards me. It was with a good deal of 
difficulty they extricated me from my hiding-place, and they wei'e 
quite astonished how it had been possible for me to penetrate so 
far into the thicket. The.shouts of the cooper and M. D'Allc- 
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inand had awakened the Brahmin and all his family, as wcfll as fhe 
ifodlles. I had been missed, and as they foil nd I did not arrtve, 
ihey were afraid that I had been destroyed by one of those anU 
mats, or at least in great danger of my life. It may easily be 
^supposed that I was greatly incensed against them, as it was by 
their imprudence I had been exposed to an almost inevitable 
death. Thev were not to blame, however ; a branch of thorn had, 
■without their knowledge, struck the lock of the cooper's gun, 
which was full-cocked; at least he gave this as an excuse. 

Next day I felt myself indisposed with a violent head-ache and 
flight fever. We remained till mid-day, and though I did not 
find myself much better, I thought it advisable to reach Poetlah 
t>y shoj't stages^ rather than to fall ill in such a solitary wilderness, 
where I might perish for want of remedies and assistance. 

We therefore departed about three o'clock in the afternoon ; 
our path lay through a thick wood of high trees, vety full of 
leaves ; it was uncommonly beautiful, free from underwood, weeds, 
and brambles, with which tho5C forests are generally overgrown. 
We saw small herds of deer and elks grazing among the trees, 
I also remarked among the various kinds of apes that played 
among the branches, some which were perfectly black, with a 
white beard, which gave them a singularly solemn and vetierable 
appearance. Our people called them Wandroe. We found here 
many traces of elephants and buffaloes, and here and there^ 
among the other high trees, palms and cocoas, which induced me 
to believe that this place must have formerly been inhabited. 

About seven in the evening we arrived at Morgdm, a small 
p^ace, where poverty and wretchedness sfeemed to prevail. We 
took up our 'quarters at the side of a well, where we found tole- 
rably good water. The inhabitants had scarcely anything to eat, 
except a little ftnn^, a-'kind of yellow grain, having the shape and 
appearance of wheat, ' We passied a very dtsagre^eable night, on 
account of the heavy rain, which did noi cease till towardi 
mecning ; 

We re*commenced our Journey as soon a» the snn rose, being 
affftid of falling in vnx\\ ^%phaot3» all the nie/kis of which we had 
not only seen tlie day b^ore, but bad heard their roaring during 
the whole of the night. This also agreed 'with the Information 
we deceived from theiinhabitauta,. who adWsed lis not to set oat 
too early. v , * ^ 

*^']!(r^s^r rbld^day we reached a large open- spade of ground in- the 
ipiddle o<^ the forest, where we proposed to halt for some time, 
afrw^feiind' there a tolerably large well:; batytoour great $ttr* ' 
prise, all oar ropes joined together could not jreaish the wate^, 
4iOagh considerably upwards of thirty fi^thbms in length. 'At' M 
grqit>diaiati0e stood the ruina of « ohurch, wbich badfprmert|r 
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^(iqgecl. to ihe Portuguesf, $uf rounded Mrith brambles abdimderr 
wcflod. One .'sfdie had Callen in; and the fear of serpents' and 
other reptiles, which are fond of making such roinoos places their 
libode, prevented us from examining the interior of it. Whilst 
we were at diuner, we /saw two bears about a hundred paces from 
its : they passed by with a stately tread, Aid without 'showing the 
least, signs of fear ; they even stood still for some moments to 
look at us. Fortunately, they soon disappeared behind some 
bushes, as the cooper and M. D'Aliemand had begun to load 
their guns, and we should probably have had new adventures, as 
^bese animals are by no means easily put to flight, and are ady 
thing but accommodating. 

.At three o'clc/ck we again iset out. The wood was still full of 
large trees, b^t not so open and free ; we were'p^rticularly troubled 
with multitudes of black ants, which were in ftiost of the trees, 
and upon vhe least motion of the branches, fell upon us by hunr 
(dreds. Their bite, which was very sharp, brought out a great many 
small pimples that occasioned an insufferable Hcbing ; the naked 
.bodies of our poor Koolies were particuflaitly exposed to it. 
\ While we were thus making our way with great diffiu^ulty, ouf 
people, who formje.d a kind of adtanoed gu^^d before ua, turned 
bapk in great haste and warned us tp beuppn the look out^ as 
4bey had smelled a tiger which could not be far distant* I had 
pften heard before that it might be koov^a by the soe^t whea 
this animal was near, but had never believi&d it. We notwithstand-? 
ing proceeded with qur cocked pistols in our hands; the smell 
pfooB became as strong as that of castor,' anfd w^ plainly saw \\\m 
lyii^g behind some bushes, without appearing to be io the lea^tdia^ 
turbed by the clang of our cyn[)hals^ At bur approach he stood up» 
^d seeing him collecting bis. strength to spring at us, we fired 
two pistols, neither of which 1 believe took effect. He then re* 
Hred tvith the greatefSt composure behind some bushes, and disap- 
peared ju.the W)Qodw Not beipgiatall inclined to attack him with*? 
out necessity, we took a circuitous course avoid him, and pEO? 
ee4d^. with as littje noiae^ as.|)09aible« 

1 . It was- compieteJy,dark.wb«P we <jame to several. r^niousftiid 
^$qkeiibMtt| whic)^ a<?C9rdb^tQour people,, formerly M^Pged Xq 
fi\HjS^ village, called MaderodM, but had been forsaken by the iioh 
M>it)aiita 9Q account of the iteph^ma, which had cojjnpetted tbeio 
16 leave it. ^ . • . j 

r^'li idmetifnes happens thai a tn^op (>{ these animals take a p)^a* 
.^0^* fur.a: tim^ in visiting sucb^ a village in the night, or ii»passiiig^ 
£K^iitrly tlirougl^ ia^' Ih that cask it lis iatpo$sibl« to inhabit th« 
.fwiee afty loftgef^ not <>nly on: account of the continual dangef ti^ 
vhiclVth^ livea^^f the villagen^ are exposed, but because they e^al up 
tjj^o ero^> and e«eb avertuiH the^ hma^ destrbyhig and cruabiBg IQ 
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pieces every thii^ that comes id their way* The peepk i^ iim»^ 
fore pbUged to abandon the place as soon as .possible* 

Our quarters were io the middle of a soiall plaift, entirely siir-r 
rounded with uncommonly large trees. Among the smaller treev 
that were spread here and there over the plain there was one of 
considerable size, under which we resolved to pass the night. We 
therefore collected.a large quantity of dry wood^ being afi^id of ji 
visit from the elephants^ which a|>parent]y had not yet entirely 
left this place, as we could observe from the many traces of thens 
around us, . 

Scarcely had we kindled our iSre against the trunk of the tree^* 
and spread our mats, when an innumerable multitude of small 
green frogs, about the size of beans^ fell from the branches^ fnom 
the heat of the fire, as it were, in showers upon us, and we were 
under the necessity of removing our quarters to some distasce^- 
But we were soon obliged to return to our first position^ where the 
ground was somewhat elevated, as it was here so moist that we' 
could not stand a few minutes on one spot without being vet to 
the ancles. We therefore returned once more to our tree, and 
having taken the preqautioo of previously majcing a great fire 
under it, by which the greater part of the remaleing frogs were 
brought down, we made ready our supper, into which^ DOtwitb«> 
standing all our care, some of those little anidoals fell from time 
to time; but travellers must not be too fastidious* 



CHAP. VIL 

TJie Juciky ghof'^TyfadierGus enenui 'r^Brayery pf tk^. Bam^'^ 
Blood-suckers »^ feybnwse NigMingfLler^Beau^ijfMl Wocid^m 
„ Train of MUforturieB^T^I)reQj^^ tempes^U .. ,. i ' 

On the following daf w^ oAce ttfofe proceeded oh our jouracyi, 
ai^d towards Evening arrived olTa gfea^ sahdy (5lain, withbut having' 
ibet with any incident worth I'^lfcting. We here fixed our quar-^ 
t^rs by the side of ^ small btooK, filled with weed! and water' 
jilants, and bordered, 06 tlie siiJe W6 occupied, with a low buim|«, 
penetrable hedge of thofnsand bushes. A'hefivy rain, whic1^ felt 
iSoti after, prevented us from steeping for the remainder of the- 
night, and W^ amused ourselves with tlirowlngp soring of our rpcK^'tf, 
at the elephahts that w^ plainly saw running away across the plaibV 
At the apprbach of the ure they speedily took to flighty aRd the. 
behoof tneir tremendous roar returned back to Us would '^hafe. 
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hwx sufficiegt to fill our souk with dismay, had we not believed 
ourselves secure behiad our fires. We had also, since our depar- 
ture from Jaffhnpatnam, began to be in some degree familiar 
with those animals. 

. Notwithstanding that we heard from time to time a great noise 
on the other side of the broek, it gave us very little uneasiness, 
as the thick hedge I have already mentioned, which traversed the 
whole plain like a bulwark, rendered us secure from attacks on 
that side. Towards three o'clock in the morning, this noise in« 
creased in an extraordinary degree, and we concluded, from thfe 
plashing iii the water, and a continual grunting, that a herd of 
wild swine had come to wallow in the brook. 

Xhough we could see nothing, as it was extremely dark, we, 
notwithstanding, pointed our muskets in the direction that we 
supposed them to be, and firing all together, we heard them take. 
to flight with the utmost speed out of the water. Nothing could 
be more laughable than the confused grunting they set up, in 
endeavouring to make their escape. 

The groans of one of these animdts, which we heard after the 
rest were all gone, made us suppose that it had been wounded, 
and we waited with impatieince for day-break, that we miglit be 
convinced of the fact. - ; 

•i» As soon as the day began to dawn, We searched on both sides of 
the brook, but could find nothing. Tlie cooper's slave-boy, how- 
ever, discovered the animal just as we were about to return, that 
too much time might not be lost. It lay behind some bushes, to 
all appearance dead. "'The baker and myself were the first that 
arrived, and as there were no signs of life, we did not doubt a 
moment that we had killed it. The baker therefore took his knife 
out of his pocket, to cut oif.lts tail, iatending to make a preseot 
of it, by way of derision, to M. D'Allemand. Smiling with self- 
complacency, he prepared to execute his purpose,. laying, hold of 
the' tail with his hand, when th)s treacherous animal, with a tre- 
meiidous grimt^ su<idenly raised himself upon hi$ fore-legs. 
' The attitude of the baker at thismoiH^nt was completely pic- 

ir think of ijt without laughing ; pftle^ 
? spot With feafi .while I was nqt flj- 
3S for Hk safety ; "bjit; seeipg tjiat fhe 
and ha4 ^pjm^cjiiately fallen d9^n,, 
'^nd. the ^qifayg^d.bifkjei'^ drawing Jijii, 
tK(p,^niflja|'s si^ei^n revenge, uur, 
oming up, ^ere. gre^tly'surpri&e^ ali 
ne 5 but b^ing {informed of the a^rj 
•Ives ;iot a littfe! fttjhls expense. . . ,, 
cut >ip ourjj)rize^, which was ffbpvj^ 
atteped JEujrpp«an^ 3w^np, an4, Wfth, 
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tfae l^xceptlon of a few white' ^potis^ was aldaost perfectly black; Iii[ 
its stomach we found pallam^ or milk-fruit, and sand. After, 
Having cut off the best pieces, we returned to our encampmei&ts^ 
and soon again set forward on our journey. 

On the way, I bad the gratiBcatiop of seeing a very beautiful, 
ape, et)tirely white, with a beard of the same colour. Our guide 
called this ako wandroe, the name he gave to the black apes: 
w^ Jidd formerly seen. 

. On leaving Jaffnapatnam^ I had imprudently forgotten to pro-? 
vide myself with an additional pair of boots : those I had on 
were now so completely worn out, that I was obliged to throve 
tbeofi away, and walk barefoot, like the koolies. The stones,: 
holes, atid inequalities of the ground, which we often met with on 
the road, rendered this manner of travelling extremely difficult. 
But nothing occasioned me so much inconvenience as a sort oC 
thorn, with three points, which were so placed, that one of them 
was always directed upwards. These thorns are found chiefly id 
deep, sandy places, but I have never been able to discover the 
bush or tree that produces them. 

We saw a great number of peacocks. I have already mention* 
ed that we had resolved not to shoot any more of these birds, as 
their flesh is uncommonly hard and dry, and we had our free choice 
of all the various sorts, and vast multitudes of game and ani* 
mats with which those woods are filled ; as deer, antelopes, hares^ 
partridges, wild fowl, and others of every sort. 

Sometime; after this we found a nest of bees in the hollow of a 
tree, which we took possession of, after having expelled the bees 
by smoke. They were of a very peculiar species, and might havcf 
been taken, at first sight, for black flies ; their heads, compared 
With their bodies, appeared to be extremely large ; their honey 
was uncommonly liquid, and had a disagreeable taste. Th^ 
natives call them conna. 

Oilr baker's life was here in great danger, for, carelessly pur- 
suing his way, he happened to tread upon a serpent, which bi|t 
him in the calf of his leg, and then crept into the wood. It was 
fortunate for him that he wore boots ; we could see plainly th^ 
marks of the teeth, and the venom upon the leather. 

At eleven o'clock we came to Conderipo, another solitary hut, 
or ambelam, situated in the midst of the forest. We hoped to 
And in it a shelter from the rain, which now fell in great <{uan- 
tities ; but when we approached, no one would be the firs^ 
to enter, afraid that a tiger, or some other wild beast, might have 
4aken up his abode in it. The little light, admitted by the low 
opening that formed the entrance, was not sufficient to enable us 
to distinguish objects within. We therefore deemed it advisable 
to throw in some rockets first, and to hold our arms in readiness^ 
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"buttlie baker, drawing bis longsword^, and looking at u$ with a* 
OODtempluous smile, called out, that we had only to follow him, 
and without wahing for our answer went in. Scarcely, however^ 
had he proceeded a few paces in the dark, when we saw him 
[Spring back ottt of the hut in great haste, trembling, and quite 
}Mtile. We enquired what he had seen ; biit not being able to 
answer^ he only pointed to a movemenc in the hut, which we 
could hear at a short distance, and which seemed to approach the 
entrance. We therefore resolved to pursue our journey, and 
rather get wet to the skin, than to engage again in an uhnecessaiy 
and dangerous combat. Bat how great was our astonishment, upon 
seeing a beautiful hound creep out and come towarda US« Th.e 
iKx>r animal, by wagging his tail, seemed to beg some food, which 
ne appeared to be greatly in want of, as he could scarcely stand 
jTrom weakness and hunger, we supplied him abundantly with 
victuals, and at two o'clock, left this place ; the hound, as will 
readily be supposed, willingly accompanying us, 
' We very soon came to a flat, open space, the wet marshy sar- 
face of which was covered with plants and weeds ; pools, full of 
muddy stagnant water, were interspersed here and there, in which 
thick forests of reeds raised their (bin tops. 

Scarcely had we advanced a few steps in the plain, when an 
innumerable multitude of bloodsuckers fastened upon ds. T(ie 
koolies and I- had our bare legs and feet instantly covered with 
them, which afforded a subject of mirth to our fellow-travellers, 
who happened to be better shod. The koolies ^advised me not 
to force them off, but to allow them to suck till they were sati- 
ated. They were at first about the thickness of a violin-siring, and 
the length of a finger ; but when they fell off, being completely 
filled with blood, we found they had become three times thicker 
than before. 

As soon as we again got into the forest, we put some salt td 
the mouths of those who still remained upon our feet, when they 
instantly let go their hold and fell off. Our legs and feet were 
entirely covered with blood, and though we had crossed the plain 
in less than a quarter of an hour, I am certain that I lost in that 
short space of time, at least three ounces of blood. What sur* 
prised me most was, how they could' possibly fasten themselves 
npOn us so quickly, as we crossed the plain rather running than 
ivalking. Their numbers were so incalculably great, that I be*- 
lieve every leaf and blade of grass was loaded with them. During 
the remainder of our journey, we were several times attacked by 
these insects, but never in such unheard of multitudes. I have 
since ascertained that each of them could contain more than 
half an ounce of blood. These, however, are not so greedy and 
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tftsatiftble as the smaller sort. The inhabitants edll %\\9Vti r^Uum 
poetsi^. 

Id these amazing woods places are sometimes found of great 

extent^ where the ground is free from brambles and underwpod^ 

ji^nd covered with the most beautiful green. After having passed 

the marshy plain, wfe came to a place of this description, where 

we halted to recover from our fatigue. 

The forests of Ceylon have almost always something in theifi 
iiiexpressively great and majestic, that instantly fills the soul with 
astonishment and admiration. 

Trees are there of a prodigious height and thickness, that have 
orutlived several ages, and whose closely-interwoven leaves form 
nn impenetrable shade, and afford a pleasant and refreshing cool^ 
ness. An incalculable number of birds of every sort are mingled 
together, and each singing its own natural note, produces a con* 
fused but pleaisant concert. There are two kinds that far excel all 
the rest ; the one for the beautiful. splendour of its feathers, and 
the other for the melting tones of its voice. The first is the 
magnificent peacock, whose glowing colours are contrasted with 
the dark green of these old and venerable woods ; the other, a 
siiiail black bird, about the size of a green -finch, who by its de- 
iigbtful, complaining, and ever-varying notes, inspires a soft and 
pleasing melancholy. I never grew tired of listening to 'M melt- 
ing strains ; never have I heard a bird sing so sweetly, and at 
the same time with so much regularity or science, . if I may be 
allowed the eicpression. Tile so much admired nightingale is not 
to be at all compared with this unknown songster of the lonely 
wilderness. 

How beautiful is nature when she shows herself in all her sim- 
plicity, and without the misplaced additions and changes of art. 
She has then something attractive, something so perfectly con- 
genial to the original state of our senses and our soul, that I have 
often felt. an irresistible desire to spend my days in these terres- 
trilil paradises — the forests of Ceylon. 

I have travelled in many forests, and traversed many woods in 
various countries; but never have I seen one tlmt could, in any 
diegree, be compared tcf those of Ceylon. There, when the sun 
vshoots his burbling rays, only a trembling and coloured light can 
be perceived. Trees, almost as old as the world, spread a re- 
freshing coolness, and proudly exaltini^ themselves on high, ex- 
tend their branches far and wide iuto tiu; air. Others, loaded 
•with wild fruit, protect aromatic plants that grojv in their ^hade, 
and fill the atmosphere with a balmy and refreshing fragrapce. 
Butterflies, of the most splendid and glowipg colours, wander 
4mong the trembling leaves, or pursue;; one another in .spcMit. Here 
and there are seen through the trees, as in perspective, troops of 
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daer, elks, And aiMlopes of all tons, and aometiiiies bean ' awl 
wild 6wine. Game swarms oo all sides ; hares, partridges, wild 
fow); while the cooing of pigeons, and other birds of that spe- 
cies, continoally resounds through the forest. Apes of varioss 
torts skip from branch to branch,- and have often afforded as 
much amusement, by a thousand ridiculous leaps and grimaces* 
In short, these enchanting forests had, for me, 9o many attractions^ 
that whenever I recal them to mind, I feel an irresistible longing 
to see them again. How passionately I desire to wander onoe 
more under their delightful shades, and again to listen to the 
sweet and melodious voices of the plumed inlmbitants'. Burt to 
return to our journey. 

We came, then, .in a short time, to another opening, or fsee 
Space in the wood, but much larger than the former j it was, jnro* 

Eerly speaking, a kke, or lai^ge morass, the water of which had 
ecn dried up by the sun. Three or four days later we miglit 
have passed through it with dry feet, but now, when we tried to 
get over, we sank almost to the knees in black sticky mud, wbieh 
o4iHged us to make a large circle. We here saw many hoof mnrks 
of elephants, bufialoes, and wild swine. 

The day began to decline as we arrived at the other side of the 
marsh. Notwithstanding the unwholesome smell that arose frdm 
it, and the want of water, we should have passed the night here, 
but our guide persuaded us to continue our mareh, by promlsiiyg 
to bring us to a spring of excellent water, which, according to bis 
account, could not be more than a mile distant at farthest* 

A great dispute instantly commenced between him and the 
Koolies, who insisted he was going to take the wrong path. But 
.as we-placed more confidence in him than the others, we brought 
the dispute to an end by declaring that we should follow the guide. 
We had, however, cause to repent of our partiality ; for, after 
having wandered during upwtnrds of three hours, now to the right, 
and then to the left hand, without being able to find the desired 
place, I could observe, by the anxious appearance of our guide, 
that he had losf his way, though he kept continually assuring us 
that we were near the place of our destination. At last be ac- 
knowledged that he did not know where he was, which immcdi* 
ately drew a whole torrent of abuse upon him from the Koolies. 

We at last came to a small river, the banks of which were veiy 
steep. An the side on which we were was poorly provided with 
freesiaad the forest on the opposite bank appeared to be thick am} 
elose^ ire resolved, in order to protect ourselves from the rain which 
stiM eonfmued to fall, to uke up our quarters there, and pass th^ 
livet by fording. But our gukle informed us that t it was deep, 
atad very dangerous lo cross in the dark, not only frond the 
]pits in the channel, but on account of the crocodiles, of which it 
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was full, we 9oon changed our resolution^ and prepared foe pas3ing 
the night where we were. 

It was now late, it rained, and we durst not separate far front 
one another, to search for dry wood. We found on the spot 
scarcely as much as served to 'keep up a smalb fire daring the 
night, which gave us considerable uneasiness. Our tranquillity 
was not increased by the noise and cracking heard at a distance, 
and the ftequent traces of elephants we had met with during the 
day, from which we concluded that those animals were in great 
numbers in this part of the forest. 

When it became necessary to bring water for preparing our 
supper, the Koolies were so terrified at the idea of being attacked 
by the crocodiles, that they with one voice refused to approach the 
river, though we offered to accompany them with torches and our 
pistols in our l^adds. What surprized us most was, that their ob- 
stinate and determined refusal inspired us with the same terror, 
so that instead of a supper, we were under the necessity of con* 
tenting ourselves with a glass of liquor and some biscuits. ^ 

The rain decreased in some measure, but the thick clouds with 
which the heavens were overcast, produced an awful darkness, 
and. gave the signal of an approaching tempest. The thunder 
now began to roll, the flashes of lightning followed in rapid suc- 
cession, and very soon the whole firmament seemed to be in an 
entire blaze. The suffocating and oppressive atmosphere rendered - 
our breathing difficult, and not the least agitation of the air re- 
freshed our languid bodies. A deep silence prevailed in this 
wilderness, interrupted only now and then by the. dreadful claps 
of the thunder ; no wild beast was heard. Scarcely were oar 
eyes blinded by the quick flashes of ttie llghtniog than we found 
Ourselves suddenly placed in tl>e mtdat of thick and impeneira- 
ble darkness. Although accustomed to similar eruptions of nature, 
. w.^icb, are very common in those countries, yet we <20uld not px«- 
vent a sort of anxietyj, a kind of disagreeable sensation, from over- 
conning our fiMpdsii Perhaps the situation in which we ^ere pla- 
ice4 coj[^trlbut<fd in ^ great degree to prodiuce this feeling. 

Our Koolies alone seemecTto be quite indifferent; and witKottJt 
showing the lea$,t $ign8 of terror at this awful noise, they amgsed 
themselves with smoking and singing ; some of them even slept 
jn tlje greatest tfauquillity. 

, At Jasi t]ie atmosphere discharged itself in a he^vy rain^ whic)i 
extinguished gur fire. Without any other roof than the sky, Wte 
^ad crept together under our tj^lpat^ whipb^ hpwevef^ fil4 PQt 

Iirvent ua from being wet to the ski^, A9 U was iqipbs$ii.b]j^ j|o 
ipdle our fire agvWf we lighted some of our torches ) and having 
plants half a do^eio of them rofrn^ us^ we each held .9 poupk .m 
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our' hands, ready to throw at the first enemy that should dare to 
approach us. 

About three o'clock In the morning the rain ceased entirely ; 
we still heard the thunder rolling, but at a great distance, and 
with a feeble and expiring noise. But now the wild beasts made 
their appearance, which^ during the storm, had concealed them- 
selves in their holes and dens. We often observed them at a 
distance, where it is probable the banks of the river were less 
steep, and afforded them an easier passage than the place where 
we bad, fortunately for us, taken up our quarters. 

As we did not consider our torches sufficient to protect us from 
the attacks of wild beasts, we threw a rocket from time to time, 
into the thick darkness that surrounded us ; for, no sooner had 
• the rain ceased, than our ears rung with the croaking of frogs, and 
the stunning buz of thousands of insects, particularly a sort of 
cricket, whose shrill and penetrating cry rose out of every bush, 
and we had great difficulty to hear one another speak, and still 
less to notice the approach of wild beasts. 

Wet through and through, and worn out with hunger, and 
want of sleep, we waited impatiently for the dawn of day, which 
at last, to our great joy, made its appearance. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Crocodiles — Dang^ous passage — The Oedoetnbo — Tlie F)riendly 
JsiauUc — Golgom^** Pohnga ! Polonga r-^Poetlan — Ma- 
dompe-^Anioal at Chilaw — Mr. Fan der fVeiden — CMkw— - 
21ie Wedding— Departure. 

As soon as objects could be distinguished, we put our stiffs and be- 
numbed limbs in motion, and while we and some of the koolies 
collected a considerable quantity of dry wood, M. D'Allemand and 
the cooper went into the forest, and, in a short time,, returned 
with a hare and two partridges. 

We now found that thekoolies had told us thfe truth respecting 
the crocodiles, as we saw several amphibious animals swimming 
here and there in the river, and even lying on the banks, on the 
opposite side ; they appeared to me to l)e smaller than those I 
had seen at Bataiiia and other places. As our people had ex- 
hibited so much terror at the crocodiles, we were curious to see 
how they wduld conduct themselves in passing the river. The 
instant we had finished our breakfast, and while the baggage was 
getting ready, on^ of them took the half ' of a cocoa-nut, into 
which he let fall several drops of his blood. After having mixed 
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this with water, and the oil of sinpeUe^ or sesame/^ aod in'a low 
voice repeated his charm, or conjuration over it, he annointed 
the foreheads of all his companions with it. But all his endea* 
vours to induce us to undergo the same operation were in vain, 
though he insisted that there was no other way of passing the river 
without danger, than by using this piUsunianif or charm, by- 
which he had shut the jaws of the crocodiles. We, however, 
resisted all his entreaties, because we considered this superstitious 
ceremony as wholly useless, and altogether without effect upon 
the jaws of the ravenous monsters ; and were beginning to consi- 
der of some other way of getting over, when the koolie who had 
performed the ceremony addressed me as follows : — 
" ** Aya, (Sir) you are mistaken in not putting confidence in the 
charm that I have just been repeating; do you then believe, that wc 
should dare to expose ourselves to be devoured by the crocodiles, 
if we were, not certain of the infallibility of my art ? In order to 
convince you of this, I shall, at the head of half the koolies, go 
over to the other side of the river, and return alone, to bring you . 
(and the rest over ; you will then be able to judge for yourself, 
if the passage be accompanied with as much danger as you be- 
lieve : and you have certainly more courage than my comrades." 

This well-timed piece of flattery, which excited our self-love, 
accomplished what nothing else could do ; we agreed to his pro- 
posal, curious to know how he would acquit himself in theafiair. 

Five of them taking the baggage on their heads, set out for the 
other side of the river. After having muttered some words to 
himself, which we did not understand, he put a considerable 
quantity of sand into his mixture, and made as many small rbund 
balls of it as there were persons in our company. Having thrown 
six of these into the water, they forded the river without showing 
the least appearance of uneasiness, and reached the opposite 
bank in safety. Our conjurer now threw only one of his bullets 
'into the water, and came back with the same good fortune, with- 
out the crocodiles making the least motion of attacking him, 
though we could plainly see the snouts above the water, of several 
that were swimming here and there, not ten yards distant from 
him. We at last decided to venture the passage, and having in-* 
formed our leader, he made us place bur left hands upon each 
others shoulders, and threw the remaining little balls into the 
water 5 he, at the same time, conjured us not to change our 
position, saying, that as we would not consent to have the. sign 
put upon us, the only means of avoiding misfortunes was, not to 

, . — . — . — ^ 

^ A plant, tlie fruit of which contains a piimber of oblong seeds, from which 
^ an Iril is /extracted that is very asefnl tot bttming, and otber purpoMs, but 
cfpecially &r strengtbeaing tbe nerves. 
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\mt our bold of one another, otherwise he could not answer for 
any accidents that might happen. Then, taking the dug under 
lua arm, and holding by the hand the baker, who bad plaeed him- 
aelfat the head of this resolute band^ we followed him with the 
rest of the koolies, into the water, with our hunting-knives ia 
-our hands by way of prrecaution. This, however, was unnecesr 
sary, as the crocodiles did not seem to observe, or, at least, they 
paid no attention to us, and without any accident we reached 
Ibe opposite bank. 

* Wc were no sooner upon dry land, than our companions made 
ready their guns to attack a crocodile that was lying asleep on the 
aand, about fifty yards from us ; but all the koolies joining to- 
gether, begged them not to mdest the animal, otherwise, as the/ 
said, their comrade, who had prepared the fUimniam, would cer- 
tainly meet with some misfortune. I also advised them against 
it) not deeming it prudent to disturb or irritate him without 
cause. The cooper, however, not willing that his gun should 
liave been loaded for nothing, shot an {Bdoembo, a sort of lizard of 
ap extraordinary large size, that was creeping among the rocks ia 
^e river. 

This animal, which is called in the Cingalese language teelgom, 
diSerB in nothing from the crocodile, except its size ; it is of a 
greyiah colour on the back, which changes to a yellow on the 
belly. It incessantly shakes its blue^forked tongue, and blows 
with its jaws widely extended ; it uses its long lender tail as a 
whip for its defence; fish is its principal food, and eertainly ako^ 
grass and vegetables, as we found both in the stomach of the one 
we killed. The length of it from the head to the point of the 
tail, was full two feet and a half. They are Jiot usually of such 
large dimensions ; measuring only from eighteen inches to 
two feet at most. As this animal is found in every part of India, 
jt ifl unnecessary to give any further description of it ; I shall 
only mentioo a few |)artieulars that seem to have escaped the 
m>tice of other travellers. 

Its flesh is considered as a remedy for disorders of the stomaob* 
The Indians even insist, that the weakest person is able to digest 
it, and that those who can bear no other food upon their sto- 
machs, retain this perfectly well. I know from experience^ that 
it has one extremely invigorating property. In order to prepare it 
for use, the head, the feet, and the tail, are thrown away» and 
the skin is taken off. The flesh is then c^t into small' pieces, aad 
a a»9sciiai or decoction made of it, which, when allowed to cool, 
forms itself into a gluey consistence, like a decoction of hartshorn, 
and of an equally strengthening quality. . The flesh dissolves very 
easily ; its taste is like fishy but oot disagreeable : on<L must, bow- 
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the hideous form of the animal. 

It was niDe o'clock before we reached the opposite bank of tfail 
little riven Contrary to oar expectations the weather cleared np^ 
and the thick vapours, with which the air was loaded, havini^ dis^ 
pened by degrees, the suQ again appeared in all his splendoor 
itt the assure vault of heaven. Thousands of the winged inbabi** 
taots of the ever-blooming woods offered their accustomed matn^ 
ing^s salution, and dried their moistened feathers in his cherish- 
ing beams* As the rain had not used us much better than them^ 
we followed their example, and having strengthened ourselves with 
a good draught of rum, we resumed our journey with renewed 
courage and vigour. 

At one o'clock in the afternoon we crossed a river called ^ii>- 
Aolongo, by means of a large tree felled on purpose, the roots of 
which served us .for a bridge. When we had reached tlie otifer 
-side, I found there the thickest tree I had ever seen ; eighteen 
men would have 'with difficulty been able to measure the circum^ 
lerence with their arms extended; and its branches swamed 
with multitudes of birds of every aort, red apes, and squirrels. 
We soon after entered a delightful grove, where we found a party 
of Gngaieie^ consisting of twenty*three pet«ons, with seventeen 
oxen. We lay down not fat from them, and when we had finisfc«- 
eddur dinner, I approached and enquired, in the Malabar lan^ 
goage^ if any person among them could speak it. An aged oian 
rtien sat up and answered me in broken Malabar ; he made me 
ait down by him upon a mat that was spread on the ground^ -oi^ 
/cred me betel and cegars, and we entered in comrersation upon 
various subjects. Among other things I pat many questiona to 
him respecting Gonde-udda, the imerior of the country, and 
the manner in which the Emperor treated Europeans who 
fell into his hands, whether by desertion, treachery, or otherwise, 
-llie good old man readily answered all my enquiries^ and inforoi*- 
ed me that when he left Cohmbo^ two Dutch amlMissadors had 
ju^retnmed from Candy, the Emperar's eapiial, where* they vi^ere 
treated with gnat distinction^ and had been presented with two 
Uvge elephants by the emperor ; who had at the same time abo«> 
Itahed the customs, according to which thcf ambassadors wevt 
fonnerly obliged to approach the throne kneeling, with the com'- 
fmny's letter upon their beads ; besides other humiKating eere^ 
monies. He farther informed me, that be himself was called 
Jfanioppoe, and that he was oitotitic or caterer to the emperor 
in the Province af ColiUoUUu He had been at Colombo, wherai 
be^ had sold arrack^ tobacco, cardannoms, ftc^ The two oxen 
towered with wibite linen, were loaded with various articles for the 
ansperor'a taU^ and the rest belonged to himself. 1 naad<r 
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knomi tp bim my desire of ^ploriog the interior of the couotry, 
and particularly to visit the metropolis of Candy. He replied that 
this depended entirely upon myself ; the Mestese had nothing to 
fear, as they could travel all over the country with a passport. 
He advised me, however, if niy journey had no other object than 
curiosity,*^not to venture to Candy itself^ as I might be, suspected 
of having some evil intention, which could not fail of bringing me 
into perplexity and danger. 

. I could not forbear laughing to myself when the good old man 
took in< for a Mestese. — It is true I had altogether the manner 
and exterior appearance of one, and he was only in part deceived, 
for besides bemg without shoes or stockings, my face was quite 
sunburnt, and I spoke . the Malabar language very fluently. 
When we were about to depart, he told me that if ever my way 
should lie through his village, (which he named) I had only to 
enquire for him, when I might rest .assured of receiving all the 
aervice from him that lay in his power. In conclusion, be pre- 
sented me with some white hunter's cakes made of. sugar of the 
country, besides something like sweatmeat,whi<;h he called oguUo^ 
of a, delicious taste. I gave him, in return, the pencil with which 
I had taken down in my pocket-book the nan^e of his. village, 
as he appeared very desirous of possessing it. I then took leave of 
ibis worthy old man, not knowing that I should one day, next 
to Gpd, have him to thank for my life. . An instant after they 
set out, and as they passed by us, my friend put his hand to his 
bead, and said very kindly, SalamSf aya J neUa yoquem ! Farewell» 
sir, I wish you much happiness ! I- observed that they had with 
4hem three liaacars, or Indian soldiers, armed with matchlocks, 
the others were provided with darts and bows and arrows. 

We regretted extremely our not having brought fishing tackle 
with us from Jafinapatnam, we should otherwise have been in no 
wsint of fisb, for the rivers, particularly that on the banks of 
which, we had halted, swarm^ with every sort y even the half- 
dried pools and marshes were full of them. 

At three o'clock we again set forward, pasung sometimes 
tbsotigb delightful groves composed of. high and large trees, 
resounding with the songs and voices of an unspeakable number of 
birds, among, which the green turtle-doie was delightfully melo- 
dious : pur way at other times lay through sandy plains covered 
with high and close underwood. It was about four o'clock when 
we heard the sound of human voices, and soon after we eutiered 
a poor village, consisting of about a dozeb wretched huts. This 
place was, called CroJgom, and the Jnhabitants spoke nothing but 
the Cingalese language : — we found, however, provisions, such as 
milk, eggs, and cocoa-nuts, very cheap and in abundance. Thoi ^ 
the pcQple showed us a large empty hut for the aceommodatio; 
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travellers pasting that way^ we preferred to ait down aa usual In 
ihe open air, under the trees. Towards evening, however, we 
repaired to the hut, that we might be secure from the attacks of 
.wild beasts, where we pasised a tolerably quiet night. 

The next day soon after our departure, we entered a narrow 
.crooked path, which led us through the middle of a beautiful 
wood*; about ten o'clock this path turned suddenly to the rights 
and soon after we found ourselves in a large sandy plain, from 
'.whieh, to our great joy, we discovered the sea, and the village of 
Poetlani on the shore, at a considerable distance ; but before we 
jeached it, an* end was nearly put to my life and journey together, 
by the following occurrence* 

Not far from the village I found some' boys busy with sticks 
at the trunk of a decayed hollow tree. Upon coming up to 
them I perceived that a serpent had crept into the hollow : ha^ 
viag always had a great aversion to that dangerous tribe, I chop- 
,ped off with my cutlass a piece of its tail, that was still hanging 
out of the hole by which it had crept in ; stooping down at 
the same time to see where it had gone, it appeared at ano* 
ther opening above me, and at the instant when it was ready 
to dart at my head, (which I had uncovered that I might see the 
better,) the boys all called out together— Po2artga / Polanga /-— 
and At the same time drawing me back by my clothes, they saved 
me from almost certain death, for the bite of the Polanga (as I 
have said in my general description of the animals of Ceylon,) is 
fataL 

Having cut this dangerous enemy in pieces, I joined my cool* 
panioos, who had left me far behind them, and we reached, about 
.ten o'clock, the dwelling of the commandant of Poetlan, whose 
nan^e was BodenMchaU; he was then on business at Colombo, but 
,his Serjeant, Toitrnoi^ who commanded in his absence, receival 
,HS with great civility. He was extremelv surprised to see the 
dog we had found by the way, and whi^h bad always followed ue 
since, and informed iis that it was one of the favourite hounds of 
jhis. master, who had lost it about three weeks before on ahuntiM 
.party. We could not comprehend how this pobr animal 1im 
wahdered so long and so far without having: been devoured by a 
tiger ; and how^he bad got food during. all that time was eom^ 
fletely a riddle to us. f 

We resolved to reipain here for some days, to recover frdn 
the fatigues of our journey, but M. D'Allemand, being ill lof» 
imuch. haste, hired an Andol and set out next day for Colombo. 
. Poetlan is situated on the shore of the.straits of Calpmitini opi^ 
posite to the island of the same name. It is a large and Tcry 
populous village, but the environs are far from being agreeable. 
There is here ft small fort with four bastions, still in tolerably 
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gixAl ftfwir, but qoke fonaktn wni misemble ; the gtrritoD, «cni^ 
flitting of 6kj soldiers^ chiefly Topazes and Ltsoars^ Uve in the 

Tbey build «t Poffkm, nloap^ tunakfly and other somU lodiaii 
ficssdSi in whieh dit trade ii carried on from the atiaitt of Cal- 
jpeintin 4ilang the whole toaits of the island. There is abo at 
this iplade one of the three principal salt works in Ceylon ; Ae 
two others ave at BaOcalmo* and Lnrctioa rf they are all in tke 
'|iosse^sien of the Dntch^ who hare the whole coast of the ishtidl 
so their power. ' 

For some time oar way lay through a barren and sandy district; 
but after an hour's walk it became considerably better, and more 
fertile. About nine o'clock we came to a pond full erf niaddy 
w^ter^ where we had nearly caught a porcupine, but, though 
wounded, it escaped among the thickets. A Topaze, who bad 
joined us at Peeiltm^ that he might have the advantage of our 
company as far as CHilaw, advised us to follow the aca-shora, 
iriiefe #e shouhl find Tilhiges and provisions in abunchince ; b«t 
mmc guide, and the koolies« who safibred 'eKtrcanely fiooa the 
hcaty and thedecp rough sand, persuaded us to approach nearer 
to the forest, which lay about half a mile to the left, where we 
ahbtttd be protected both from the sun and rain. We agreed to 
this proposal, and soon entered the forest, which, however, £d 
hot amwer either our or the koolies' expectations. Hiey had, it 
is true, >no loiter to struggle with the deep sand, but^ on the 
other handy they found it more diiBcuIt to get through the bushes 
flttdtlioena, whidi surrounded the trees, and woondiMl their vbAxA 
ttosfas ina dreadful manner. The first object we saw was a troop 
0f wild swine, froon which the cooper inferred that we should'soon 
have good aport ; and he was not deceived, tot a short time afber 
lire killed a deer. We todc our dinner on the banks of a rivulet,^ 
whieh was ahnost dry, and the bed full of rocks and stones, 
ambog which we saw here and there small red fishes swimming. 

After resting two hours, we again set out, wid aooo after ob* 
acrred aaooag the trees an anoommonly hurj^ alephant, aorasiog 
Umsetf by phiekiog sasaU branches from tlie trees, whieh he ate^ 
aflerliafviiig shaken and itruek them against his sides, to clear 
4l»m of the insida with wbidi they ware coveted. It is poba«* 
bk that he observed us, as he turned his head towards the sfat 
alrhcre we were, and ahook his • broad can, but he allowed os to 
fSBs withotit molestatiom ' 

At the dose of the day we eame to a sbmU plaio, encbded 
with high trees. We found here some huts, forniog a "village, 

* Batiealtio, a ProYince in the eastern part of the island. 
t Learwea. The district; dr coonty of Learawa, lies to Che ea«t of Cwtm. la 
the FMnaoe ^f MU. ^ 
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Cii^g9k»ef, oae a£ our kpoli^f ^rved as iawpret^r, Ijf^ ni^d^ 
tbMD i«OTide «ovae dried fish i^)d fle^h, besides some iiWy « sor^ 
of meal,.andf a3 the weaitlier appeared ck>udy, we slept in oi^e qf^ 
the buUf whicli they gave up. to 19s for a small ackDOwled(;aient^ 
These people were obliged to keep iqpi several large firea at oigBt^ ' ;; 
Q9t £wr from their bi4>itations» and to watch by turns, in order to'^^ 
driv« away the elephants, which were in the neighbouring ifbreai;^ 
and very frequently visiled this little open plain. We heard tbejic 
hideous cries and shouts, which the echo returned in the stilnc9J9 
pf the uight, resounding through the solitary wood3. 

£arly the next momiug we once more set forward. The ijrood 
^through which we passed was abundantly provided with wil4 
fruit, particularly wtth one kind, that our kooliea called 4ang^ 
about the ^hc of a plum, pf a black colour, and a pkawit though 
bitter taste. There vms another^ called p^godA^ a sort of ver j . 
aweet apple, with three stones, or kernel We also founds t^ 
iny great surprise, several Moro^ga-ireef, This txec has an upa- 
commonly rough barkt and a blue dye stuff is extracted froai 
the wood« The fmit is about a foot long, rouod and green, an^ 
of the appearance and thickness of a^^paragna, with a .bulb at ttv^ 
extrtqiity i it is eaten boiled like vegetables. The Dutch ^aU it 
JkumrftickSj fr(w ita shape. It aa probable that the se^d <k thi^ 
Iree had been (!^rr|ed into the wood by the wiAd» nr by bird^, as ^i 
if very si^ldomto be foupd in uninhabited places. ^ . 

The ground was here extremely uneven, full of rocka aa4 
sharp stones, probably on account of it^ vicinity to tb^ mountaina* 
I \vkd fortunately purcbas^^ a pair of si^^s from the Commandant 
at Poetlan, otherwise I could not have preceded without much 
pain and dificuUy. The wood now became somewhat mpre - 
open, and less overgroWiU with thickets and brambles. '\yp 
found from time time, in our way, amall plains, and marshes half 
dried up, the surface of which was sometimes not 8u%i^ntly 
strong to prevent us from sinking up to the kneea, when we ven* 
tured to cross them. Towards the evening we halted in thf 
middle of a small grove, under a large tree, with very thick fo-> 
liage, in the branelv^ of whieh an innumerable multitude of small 
birds had taken i|p their abode for the night : the confused noisp 
4>f liif ir songs had nearly deafened us, before they became ^uieti. 
Whan the fife waa kindled, we ^amused ouiselvf^ with dmiking 
and smoking tiii stopper was prepared } after whieh, notmthsiand^ 
ing the continual distant aottM of the elephant** vhich wa? 
heard during tbn whole night, wealept quietly till day-href k, i^b^p 
ve i^n fofnmenced our journey. 

U wf^ near eleven o'clock in the morpf ngt w))e» w^ c cached x\\f 
rivar Chilaw, which » v«74eepi ]^ipid» wd xi^ U w»9 RH^ 
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till we had shouted repeatedly with all our mighty that we wertf 
heard on the opposite shore. At Ikst^ we observed two men step 
into i vessel kept there for the accommodation of travellers, and 
row towards us ; we availed ourselves of the interval to change 
our linen and clothes, that we might make a decent appearance 
feefore the commandant of the place. 

' As soon as we arrived at the town, we presented ourselves to' 
him. He received us with great kindness, and offered the church. 
Or a' hall, used, for the same purpose, which formed part of hid" 
liouse, for our accommodation, as well as his table, as long as 
we chose to remain. His name was Van der Weiden ; he wai, 
brother to the captain of an East India ship with whom I had 
fofttierly been iotimate, having lived in the same hbuse'with him' 
ftt the Cape of Good Hope, where he was afterwards unfortunately 
killed by an English captain. He was the kindest man that can 
well be in^agined ; he entertained us with the best of every thin^ 
he had, though we were not official travellers, and had nothing td 
distinguish us in our dress or appearance. Hi inforined us that 
M* D'AIIemand had passed through the place two days before our 
arrival, and in such extreme haste to reach Colombo, that it was 
with difficulty he could be persuaded to dine with him. 

The next day, when we were going to set out, he pressed us sO 
strongly to stay a few days with him, that it was' impossible for 
us to refuse. It cost us, no doubt, more batta, or provision for 
our koolies^ but, on the other hand, we recovered from our 
fatigue, and were served and entertaitied like kings. The com- 
mandant's secretary, a very worthy man, had the goodness to 
conduct us through the placcj^ and show us every thing worthy of 
notice that it contained. 

Chilaw is a large village^ very pleasantly situated in a grove of 
cocoa-trees. The river, from which the place takes its name, 
and on whose banks it is situated, separates it from the shore of 
the sea, from which it is about a mile distant. This river takes 
its rise among the mountains of Bocaul, and flows, as has beeii 
just observed, past Chilaw into the sea. There is here an old 
fort, small^ and of a square form ; it was built by the Portuguese, 
the first conquerors of India, and has since been repaired and 
improved. In time of peace, the garrison consists of from thirty 
;to fifty men, chiefly Topazes and Lascars, but on account of the 
war with the English, it has been reinforced with two hundred 
Europeans and Malays, which, from the strong situation of the 
place, was a force more than sufficient to defend it againist an 
enemy twenty times more numerous. As it is surrounded on aU 
most every^ side by frightful wildernesses, and can only be 
approached in boats by the river, which is broad and rapid, it runs 
no danger irfiatcvcr of being taken by aurpnse, if the usual watch 
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» kept- ; and besideS) the gani of the fort command- the trnnb of 
the river^ and can prevent its being approached. 

On the last night of our stay here we were invited to a wed- 
ding, to which we were conducted by the secretary of the com- 
mandant. We entered a large straw hut^ illuminated by a mttl-" 
titude of wax tapers, where we found a number of women and 
girls seated on chairs and benches, placed along the walls of the 
hut, which were hung with white linen. The apartment not 
being sufficiently large for so many pebple, the men were obliged 
to remain without, under the cocoa-trees^ where they amused 
themselves with drinking fresh surie, and smoking cegars ; but na 
sooner had they learnt that we were strangers, than we were in* 
vited to go into the hut. Every one treated us with the greatest 
kindness and distinction, and overloaded us with civilities^i 

Among the various sorts of cakes and sweetmeats, which were 
presented to us in great abundance, there was one of the last« 
mentioned kind, of an excellent and peculiarly agreeable taste. 
The women eat with their tea a sort of dried fish, or ,elk-flesh 
well sahed and peppered. The Mestese females, as well as the 
Portuguese, in Ceylon and the coast, generally prefer any thing 
•ahed, to sugar or sweetmeats, to use with their tea. 

As soon as supper was ready, a table was erected the whole 
length of the hut, composed of boards placed upon empty casks, 
and covered with white linen. This was soon loaded with a mul- 
titude of dishes full of rice, curry, and many other compositions, 
all extremely well prepared. Every guest first served his lady 
with what she chose, after which he filled his own plate ; and all 
were emptied without the assistance of spoons or forks, the hand 
and fingers being, according to the custom of the country, used 
instead of them. Our drink consisted of punch, arrack, and 
iwlHpatty. No sooner was supper over than preparations were 
made for dancing, by taking away the table, and making the hut 
clear of incumbrances. The musicians next made their appear- 
ance, with their gomgoms (drums of an immense size,) three 
Violins, and a sort of flute ; ^but the hut having no floor, we were 
obliged to dance in the sand, and I was almost sufibcated by the 
clouds of dust which rose around us. The dancing continued, 
however, without interruption, — fandangos, quadrilles, and Cin- 
galese dances, which last consist of sundry strange leaps and 
twists of the body, and followed in rapid succession. The baker, 
who had entered keenly into the sport, far excelled all the rest in 
the Cingalese style, and kept the whole company, but particularly - 
the female part of it/ in a continual roar of laughter, at his ridi- 
culous grimaces and attitudes. 

At midnight, the new married couple Repaired to another hut, 
and tjie dancing, drinking, and sinking, continued with equal 
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udsU till dtjF-break^ wbeQ our koolks (according ia the orden^ 
toey bad received) came to ioform oa, to the iofioUe regret of the 
bsMTy tk^ it was time to depart* SevemI of tbe company en* 
df^voored to persuade us *to stay a day or two with themj or «t 
least to remaio in tbe village, but we were obliged to refuse, 
meatioDiogi among other reasons, that we had the night before 
takes leave of the commandant, opoo which they all offered iM 
tbi^ Dse of their houses and tables. But having thanked these 
good people for their generous and bospitsil offer, we took fare** 
w^ll of the whole con]|»any, and soon after recocmneaced our 
jourpey. 



CHAPTER IX. 



JmheJam qf MoraioiZb— *T6e generou$ enemf-^ Specimen of the 
Cingalese language — T%« friendly jmeit^^t/nsuccessful enter^ 
prixe of the Sulcn against the emperor of CondS Udda-— We- 
sombo — The fallen cocoa-nuts — Country-hottse of gocemor 
Hock — The cooper's life in danger — Arrioal at Colombo. 

Our path now lay along a kind of dyke, from which we could 
discover the sea da our right, and on our left the immeasurable 
and savage forest of Medampe ; — in several places we observ- 
ed traces of tigers and serpents. 

About five o'clock we came to Maramlle, a large village 
situated in an agreeable plain, almost half a mile from the 
aea : great numbers of cattle were grazing around the village. 
The majoral conducted us to some distance from the place^ to a 
grove of cocoa- trees, where tbe ambelam or resting place was 
situated. 

We supped near a large fire we had kindled a few paces 
from the ambelam ; after which we entered thb place of rest, as 
it was called, that we might be protected from the rain, which 
bad beguq to fall, as well as from the attacks of wild beasts. 
Our kooiies lay round the fire in the best nutnner they were able. 

The ambelam was situated on the side of a broad canal or 
ditch, half dried up, full of bushed, and such an innumerable mjul- 
titude of frogs that we were almost deafened with their croaking^ 
This canal was the only separation between us and tbe savage aad' 
far^extended wilderness of Medampe^ in which were heard tbe 
uoceasing roar of ravenous beasts. 

When my companions had resigned themselves to sleep, ]l 

opened a window, or rathef hole covered with leaves of a palm- 

. tree, which looked towards the desert of Mcdamp^. Thif dm'k- 
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pwraited iM trom setk^ ay dibg b«l the fite^fiet^ lAkk 
were oa doubt mttfaeted by tfae atn go am w e t e r eC the eaael | ihef 
dbnced ttimA the bwkee , in cmifoaed and eror-dMS^ttgciieldk 
In this immeesonUe ahddieary plain* wa lafimtB Bvmber of a«» 
"Vage animab had their abode, eapecody wild bnWoei* ahoae 
mighty and untameable cattle that Imoir no matter, and Mver bead 
their necks to the voice. 

The rain ceased at last, and as there was so little fooa in^ie 
Imt, that we looold not lie down, but were obliged to sk on the 
benches, we placed oorselves among the kooGes by the tat^ amd 
very soon a deep sleep overcame our we a r i e d Iknbs. 

Aboot dsy bwak I was suddenly awoke by die .-outenea of onr 
people. On opening my eyea, I saw with terror two imnMnstly 
large elephants, not ten yards from us, very qfnietly plucking Ae 
branches from the trees for food. Fortunately one dfour kooliea 
was awoke by the noise they made, otherwise we should hare ran 
great danger of being crushed utider their feet, .aa^oor itatcii had 
fallen aslecfv and the fire was gone out. 

^hey were so terrified by the judden shout we gave, and the 
fire of our guns, that they instantly took to flight,— ^bul how great . 
was our astMHshment and terror When we saw them retumra few 
seconds after. They came at a full trot, giving at the mmt time a 
terrible roar, while we were scarcely recovered from our fiiit terror. 
In a moment we were soon dispersed as if blown away by thewind. 
One ran here, nnd anetbcar there, nfiraid of being fnisnad, laiMing 
our guns and baggage a prey to the enemy, which, howeveXf^Mil 
nore generous thin ivie «speoted ; for afiwr ;ha^^ ffut M to 
flight, they sk»riy and with the greatest tiaaqtiiUitgr4aftttbe>fnMii^ 
only now and then bmakbg a boagb from the iiMs, «nd soaridK 
<ifipooi time to timcu 

(Afl soon as we somxMed they bad dsparted, we eama aMI laf 
9iir hiding plaee$,jmd m the day had begun ^.dawut nfejlilohn 
aip and puffaoed our jottraey. Weaowkqpa bytthfc e^ihahofent 
die disuneenf a quaiiterofa mile, and vnry aeon iffffl JnflviMi« 
^vMch-hut, Where we found three LaiMam, or Jotfaa MkUenVt 
famwnim the coast hj die nametitf Sepojn. Tbaae pcq^ i*- . 
.fennedusthat they bad been ^tslkNied ikeie lo givte »tke nlnmi 
when any English ships «ppioached iheishom Wim-ihtf rdasign nf 
attempting to land* either for !tlie;|iiirpose of pbmdedmgAild de* 
atrovingthe sttrroondti^ ooantnes, or of aoy other IbPili^ m^ 
lention. They showed os a Jaq(e pite :of iwood, lo sHiJph Mmj 
were to seifire on sueb an event taking plaoe, to aknn the 
other posts, which were placed at nsrtnin distanoea Along die 
whole eoaat, and in this manner to convey the jnteiligeMO ilo 
•dK^towns and forts. 

M two ofckHik weiuDossed the river CaameOo^ma beat ;;dii0 sMir 
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^rim iti r!«d in the mountuos iAi^U, and flows iato the sta nt 
thiff place. On the opposite bank is situated the agreeable village 
0f €kmmepallie» As we were much pleased witKthfsplace^ and 
nrotisions, particularly fisb^ were in great abundance, we sat 
down to dinner under a large*Talpat-tree,> the ambelam, like all 
the others in Cejrlon, being sxnall^ dirty, and dark. The fish we 
found here was excellentj, and we, as well as oar Koolies, made^a 
iiearfy meal. 

From the time of our. departure from Poetlon, the firet place 
idiere Cingalese only was spoken, I had begun to write down a 
great number of the words of that language, that I might make 
use of them in time of need. 1 found it to be a mixture of the 
Chrmdamee, Hvadostasnee, and Maiabar or Tamtd, languages ; as 
the reader may find by the followihg words : 

JSnglwft. Cingah$e. HSndostanee. 

Rice* Haul. Chaul. 

. Boiled R|ce. Bat. Bhat. 

Village. Gom. Gram. 

Tree. Ghah. Ghash. 

Bepper. Miris. Miris. 

One. Eckhoi. Eck. 

Three. Tenoi. Tiin. 

Fitc. . Panchoi. Paneh. 

Leaf. *Pat. Paat. 

Besides a great number of words which have a similar-resem* 
'^bknce. 

* Tie next day^ at four o'clock, we left this village, directing our 
^eowse 'through a most beautiful district, interspersed with delight- 
ibl groves of cocoa-trees, and pleasantly situated villages, in one 
of which, called Topioore^ we passed the night. The inhabitants 
'MP this phee were of the Roman Catholic religion, and had a church 
iabd'pnest. These blaok christians, as may well be supposed, arti 
^wrjr good catholics, being chiefly the ofiBpring of those converts 
>wfaich the ^Portuguese made with the knife at their throats; There 
tare many villages under the Dutch where this - religion is pro- 
febsedi particularly in the neighbourhood of Colonubp and JalSs; 
<bttt*moretotbe north, and chieflyin the king^drm of Jaffnapainam, 
'most of the black christians are protestants of the Dutch church. 
- » These christians, as they are called, whether catholics or pro^ 
-testaiita, know nothing of Christianity but the Dame, and are ail, so 
'iar as religion Js concerned, plunged in the deepest ignorance. 
With the former it is enough to make the sign of the cross, and 
Ab carry it round their necks of copper or gold 5 for the other it is 
^ufBciept to mutter a prayer. With regard to the GentooSy or Pa- 
gans, that live under the Dutch government in Ceyloni they are alw 
4owed the free exercise of their reUgion^ but are not permitted to 
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tmve temples, or to m^ke processioas 6{.idols^ or other religious 
cefemoDies ol a sijnilar kind. 

The priest of this village having learned that several European 
travellers from Ja^impatJiom were arrlved^.seot his beadle to rer 
^uest us to sup with hioi) and to take up our abode at his house. 
This liappened very opportunely, as the anribelam was small,, dirty, 
and full of travellers, and we had already prepared to pass the 
night in the open air, under the cocoa-trees, when we received hit 
iovitation. We therefore repaired without delay to the habitation 
of the good monk, who received us with unfeigned hospitality, 
and entertained us with an OLcellent supper and punch, which is 
.the usual drink of Europeans of the middle class^ wine being too 
•^>ipensive. ^ . 

Our host was of the order of St. Francis, a man of a robust 
constitution, and about forty years old, nearly the half of whicJh 
be had passed in Ceylon. He was a Frenchman, a native of 
Dijon ; and his joy was excessive when he learned that I spoke 
his mother tongue^ which he had in a great measure forgotten, 
at least he- could not express himself with ease and fluency 
•in it. We entertained each other till after midnight, my com- 
panions having gone early to bed. He gave me an account pf 
his life, in which, however, there was nothing very particular, exr 
cepttbat he had been present during the expensive and unfortu- 
nate war that the Dutch East India Company had carried on 
against the emperor of Candy, and wl^ich, thouglyhey took pos.- 
session of his capital, ended most fatally for them. The circum- 
.^tances that occasioned this unfortunate and destructive^ war were 
as follow* 

Soon after the arrival of M. Schroder j as governor of the island 
of Ceylon, he formed the design of extending the cultivation of 
cinnamon, which then grew only in the emperor's dominions, to 
the lands belonging to the Dutch East India Company. This plan 
was formed for the purpose of relieving the company from being 
jBiways under the necessity of requesting liberty of the emperpr 
to take the bark from the cinnanion trees which request was al- 
ways as a matter of course accompanied with costly presents. He 
sent his plan to Batavia, where being greatly approved of by the 
council, he was invested with full povl^ers to act to the best of his 
Judgment in accomplishing the object of it. ,^ 

The land on which it was supposed the cinnamon-tree wo^ld 
thrive best, was the prpperty of the people, and possessed ai^ 
inhabited by them. Without regarding the want and misefjr 
that must of necessity have overwhelmed those wretched b^iog|i|s 
if robbed of tlieir lauds, upon the produce of which they exlsfefl, 
the governor ordered them to give up their land to the company^ 
Jind remove to a barren waste district, which was appointed for 
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them, and whcffethiey migtyt settle if they ebdie. iTh^Hre (locfr 
people not being able to consent with indiflerende to leave fiite 
nooses and gardens, and the flcflds they had cultivated, all dieir 
lawfal probert^, made many ineflectnal remonstrances, and ^ef#t 
^matny petitions in tain. Finding that their requests met 
*1vith BO mtteittiotf, and that prepiarations were making to expel 
them by force froiti their possessions, they petitioned <he Em- 
^rbr of Vaiid]^ for his protection and ihterference. The empe^ 
for tni^tantly dispatched an ambassador to the governor, request-* 
ing him to consider tllat the land t)ossessed'by those people le* 
gaily belonged to them, and that if the company were reiiolved 
upon taking it from them, they ought at least to give them a^ 
fertile land in exchange for it, that they might opt suffer by tile 
losses they woald incur by abandoning their hubitlations, fields^ 
und pofssesstons. 

The haughty governor treated the ambassadbr With codtetbpt, 
*«bd having sent hirti back to his master with ai) insultinjg an- 
swer, took possession by force of the lands of these ilnforttlnsite 
people. It will readily be supposed that the emperor cbuld nbt 
allow this affront t6 pass unrevenged; hie thei-efore imifaed&ytely 
Wfter declared War against the Dutch, 'and the Whole island nxse 
in arms to 6ppose them. 

An army of five thousand men was -now sent against tfae'eiii- 
peror to attack him in his own impenetrable forests. 'But. Ws 
-may Well be imagined, this was no easy undertaking^ of Wnicfa 
many tragical examples have been furnished by the roftygtrese^ 
in the complete destriictibn of their armies ; the d^pedhions 
of ConzianiinuB de So, Ludomcut Ttssera^ and o>thers rtay be 
mentioned as instances. 

The Hollandei's had ho sooner arrived in the mklst of 'the 
forest than they found themselves as it Were srufrounded With 
great trees, which the Cingalese Yiad but down duritig the night 
to prevent their march ; and while the troops were 6ectfpi^d ilt 
elearing their way, the natives, Concealed behiixd the irees^ aiid 
in the thick foliage of the branches, spread death all ajr(kmd) 
' while none'conW tell whence the fatal dart was aimed. The 
priest remarked that thiy particcilarly sel^eted the officers and 
dhimmefs its objects, and the flights 6faitows Were ehiefty Effect- 
ed against tbein, so that at last nobody would beat the mafcfa^ 
aind the oftoiers were obliged to dresr themselves in the unffcmv 
of the privates, that tk^y might tfot be so easily r^eOgnized. The 
H^agg^ns With the ammunition and proviiiifonsy me^ with the same 
^Obstadles^ for, as the routebehindtbe attriy Was rendered impaSflN^ 
iible by tfae'Citigsileare, it was ie^ualiy difficult for the ba^g« 
ftnd the eseort to eome up With the aimy, as it was for the army 
to lidvAnce 3 they' ran the sUme daliger frbm fhe delidly anr6Ws cf 
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tbe CiQgalese, and frequently durinfi^lhe nrght, trees o^ immepi^ 
thickness and height, which had been previously nearly sawn 
^hrough, fell upon them, crushing to the earth men, beasts, i^nd 
hfigi^age waggons. In tbe mean t^rrie the whole of the sirmy 
were liight and day fiill of i^nxiety and cpntinualjly on the watcp* 
— All the wells and ponds on their route were poisoned, so that 
being heated^ by the march and the diAiculties ^hey had to strug- 
gle with, they creedily siyallowed the fatal draught arid fell by 
hundreds togfether. 

In a word, they found themselves at last obliged to make a 
sham,^fu) retreat with much difiiculty and loss, and to flee before 
an ienemy they had not even seen. The undertaking was onc^ 
more attempted, but with as little success, and with the sikj^eloss. 
The governor Schroder vvas however promoted to be a member 
of th^ council at Batavial and soon after departed to take upon 
hina the functions of tliat office. 

' Baron Pan Echy the new governor, at last succeeded, though 
pot before he had made many fruitless attempts, in penetrating 
through the country and savage woods, along the beaten paths and 
pasises of the mountains, which were treacherously left open to him 
by ^ne of theemperor^s generals, in a short time hisarjns reached 
the viveT MatofUegonga, which surrounds Candy, the chief city, oii 
three sides, and ]5itche4 his camp on its banks. The empero^ 
having early intelligence of this had sent his women and treasures 
to the impassable mountains whicH rise^ behind His capital^ 
and entered into a negotiation for peace/ ^t ihe Dufc|^, growQ 
presumptuous by success, thought of nothing less than' niaking 
,th^ eipperor himself their prisoner, and- rejected all the proposals 
be made to them. They therefore passed the river and ipade 
themselves masters of the city without the least opposition,' for 
the place was abandoned and almost empty. All that was found 
remaii\{n^ was plundered, and the temples |ind palaces destroyed; 
jn ^hort, they overloaded themselves with })6oty, and did not open 
their eyes to their situation, till they were surrounded* and shut 
yif) by thousands of Cingalese, who intercepted, and put oiOT alt 
the ^iipplies and feinforcemepts sent them from ColomW Fa 
mine soon- began to be felt aniong them, and the Pf|S|»es and foot- 
paths in th<e woods were so liarrowly watched that' it was im'pos- 
sii>ie to obtain even the smallest supply! lb tbis hopeless^ situa- 
tion h happened fortunately for them ihat'the Baron Ff»i J^fA, 
the governor^ di^d, and was sncceej^ed by M« J. fV^FaJk, a native 
of Ceylon, ia man of much judgnfenjt' and understanding. * He 
^oob after isa^e peace with tbe eniperpr^ but for which fortunatip 
event the Dutch afhiy, shu^up ip Cajuf^^ undoubiecDy would fo^lie 
last i^fui ^2iv^ jpprlshi^d with ^iij^^en^ThttV ended a War |hat 
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had cost ttie company immense sums of money, and a very great 
number of troops. 

The following morning when we rose, at five o'clock, weTound 
our host sitting undef ai tree before his door, waiting for us with 
coffee and a good breakfast. He tried to persuade me to let my 
companions proceed and to stay with him some days or weeksj^ 
assuring me that I should not complain of losing my time.~~ But 
as 1 well knew that all the enjoyments he could offer me consist- 
ed of good eating apd drinking, -I thanked him for his kind 
request, and we left him about seven o'clock, after he had present-^ 
ed us with two bottles of the best arrack of Batavia, besides his 
blessing to accompany us in our journey. 

The'-country through which we pow passed lost nothing of its 
beauty. It was a succession of fine groves, and woods, filled with 
thousandsof birds, the singing of which, mixed with the shrill cry 
of the hazel-hens, which were here very numerous^ resounded oa 
every side. 

On our arrival at Negombo, we repaired without delay to the 
commandant, who interrogated us closely respecting our quality, 
-our intentions, the plan of our journey, and the place of our des- 
tination. When we had satisfied him, he very politely invited us 
to his table, for the time we chose to remain, and gave us 4 
large furnished apartment, destined for the accommodation of 
European travellers, for our abode. There is besides this an 
ambelam for the Indians, and another for the soldiers and Mes- 
tese in the company's service, but they are commonly full, on 
account of the great passage through this place. 

Negombo, which is situated -close to the sea, was bulk by the 
Portuguese, and taken by the Dutch in IG'IO. The fort is in 
good condition, the surrounding country fertile and beautiful, and 
watered by a broad river, which takes its name from the place. 
Fresh water and sea fish itre in great abundance : and it is here 
that the most esteemed cinnamon is cultivated. It is said that 
the ravens contribute greatly, to the growth of this fee, from 
their swallowing a kind of fruit, about the size of an olive, which 
passes through them undigested, it is therefore strictly forbidden 
to shoot or kill them. For this reason, incalculable multitudes 
of these birds are found in Ceylon, the impudence and greediness, 
of which pass all description ; they sometimes fly into apartments 
which they find open, and carry off every thing that comes in their 
way. It is ndt triie, as has been asserted, that the fragrance of 
the cinnamon may be smelted ' in passing through the woods, as 
the odour does not spread itself till after the innermost bark^ 
which is the real cinnamon, has been exposed. 

The commandant of Negombo showed us great civility, iind 
requested us repeatedly to spend a few days with him and rest 
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ourselves. I sheuld< hav'e wUHngly consented, <bat the cooper 
being impatient to reach Colombo, we set out early the next 
morning. We had now ndthifig to fear from the wild beasts, 
as the country was inhabited, free from woods tind wildernesses, 
and interspei'sed with villages and gardens. 

We very soon found ourselves on a fine, broad and level road, 
planted on both sides with trees, and intersected with gardens of 
palms, coooa^trees, villages, country-houses, and detached huts. 
It is always dangerous to sit bareheaded under the cocoa-trees, 
as so heavy a nut, falling from such a height, is sufficient to 
fracture a man's skull, and occasion a most dangerous wound* 
The cooper having taken off his hat on account of the heat, had 
nearly loss his life by this means, as the nut in falling grazed 
his nose. 

Having reached the river of Colombo, called by the Dutch, 
Groote Pas^ which takes its rise in Adam's Peak,* and falls into 
the sea a few miles to the north of Colombo, we -crossed it by - 
means of a square boat or trough. The small village on the 
other side, called Nasigam, appeared to be populous and flourish- 
ing, no doubt on account of the great passage through it, and 
its vicinity to the capital. At three o'clock we came- to a turnpike<% 
gate, where the dessaronief of Colombo commences. Somemon^y 
was demanded for our passage through it ; and after we had taken 
coffee with the keeper, who was an old invalid serjeant, we slowly 
continued our journey. 

Towards evening we reached a small village, at the entrance of 
which is situated a country-house belonging to Hock« the 
dessarsy or governor of Colombo. The commander of the village, 
from whom we demanded a lodging, told us, that the ambelam 
was very full of travellers, and besides, was very small, but that 
we, by giving a trifling acknowledgment, might pass the night in 
the governor's country house. We accepted this proposal with 
rnuch satisfaction. The gardener, who kept the house, opened 
for us a well-furnished apartment, where we found two beds, which 
he consented we should make use of. 

As the talwageriy Si sort of arrack, was very cheap here, the 
baker resolved to avail himself of so excellent an opportunity, and 



• Adam*s Peak is one of the liighe&t mouDttins iu Ceylon : it lies sixty miles to 
the nottii-east of Coloniho, and gives rise to three large rivers ; tlie Maliragongo, 
the largest in th^ i&lan^d, which taking a southerly course, ' flows past Can4y, 
the emperor's capitaU The river of Colombo, which nuis to the northwest, and 
tlie Caiitoer, which flows to the south. 

This mountain, which is nearly two miles in height, is held in gre^it vene- 
ration by the GentQOB and Pagans^ onuccovntof a £it stonj& witli.the print of a 
gigantic foot upon it, which they believe to have been Adam's. 

f De$9aronie signifies province^ and dtssare means gwfimor of a province. 
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for that purpMe^ left tbe Iflttwt iopper wm avQr. Aboql M^fe^M 
after, he was bironghl hack by two kopURS, who fowd hil9 at ih^ 
(}oor of a surie-shop, so droafc^ that be wa$ almoat deprivied ^f 
ihe use of his tongue, «a weU aa hU vAd^cstandiog. Astooiahf 4 
to know bow he had contrived to swallow ao much liquor m ap 
9faort a tione, we laid him down c^ear ua on the sand. Haijring 
come to himself a little, we bcought him to the hous/» mth w, 
when we were going to bed ; but he had no sooner entered tb^ 
fiparcment destined for us, than he began to load us with abos^, 
and laying his band on his swcn-d, he suddenly drew it out of ^hp 
sheath, and would certainly have cloven the cooper's head bi|fori» 
we could have come to bis assistance, had be not lost bis balance^ 
and with a tremeoduous swings tumbled between two ^baii?, 
where he instantly fell into a profound sleep. He soon, hP^r 
ever, began to sbore so loud, and in so ludicrous a man(^^r> ^ai 
we could not forbear laughing. 

We got up at break of day, and breakfasted on some exeelleiit 
eoffee. After satisfying the hospitable gardener, v(fi left the 
house, and at the same timue the baker, as we found it impossible 
to awake him, nor were we sorry at having got rid of bim in so 
^easy a manner. 

The succession of villages, country-hou$es, and gardens, with 
which tbe road was bordered on both sides ; ihe liquor-shops an^ 
casinos, that we met with almost every instant, full of Eurppeao 
and Topaze soldiers^ indicated our near approach to tbe capit^l^ 
Ccdombo. 



CHAPTER X. 



Phaaani inmner of living at Colombor^Secret longin^^^ 
MANUEL DB CviVZr^Singular proposal-r^Me/usal^Sulutars^ 
advice of the Cooperrr'Departure from Cohmbo — DesmptWi 
i^ the place. 

T^B cooper as well as myself had at Colocnbo many old 
friends and acquaintance who had established tbemsclvea 
there ^ter tbe loss of Nagapainam. Among the rest> I majr 
particularly mention Mr. Merlin^ a merchant^ Mr. ilaumer^ ao 
engineer, Mr. Beckle, tbe son in law of my foroier patrpp; 
besides these there were several others. I sent a message to 
each of these'gentlemen informing them of our arrival^ and in 
a very short time they aU made their appearance together* It 
may easily be supposed that tbe night was spent with tbe ut- 
most coQviriality. 
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^)& next dtfjr I waited mi Mi\ Pirn iter 4Si^gi, Cfa«:mberfoiii 
't6 thfe 'De^ar^y or Governor of the Province, besides seveitl 
other persons to whom I had letters of introduction I al^6 
visited bur fellow traveller, D'Jllemundy who instetid of having 
mfet with a friefndly reception from the Governor Palk and Mr. 
Mdnherati, was arrested imtnediately on hi!s arrival. He never 
%ouId explain the real cause off thid treatment, but I afterwtolis 
^eam^ed that he was suspectedof being a spy sent by the finish* 
•It is atietist certieiin that something respectitig him had be^n 
tornrrhuliicfated from Jc^napatnam^ so that his arrival b0iiig 
expected at Colopibo, he was arrested on entering the gates. 

As for the cdoper ahd myself, We amused ourselves in the 
'best possible way diiring our stay at Cotombo. We were<©f€ry 
^My with iome of ohr numerous acquaiiitn^nces and friends m 
dfffererit parts bftlie' environs of the <iity, wbferfe We amused 
bbr^elv^s afbillMds, 'bdWls, dnd other games. Ititbe eveniu|; 
-tvtewefe cOmWohfy Jiivited to ^ ball, a party, or a wedding. 
In'tbis hianrier i^espeiit a fortnigHt,'dUring which the Cooper 
liad been Hattjered With a false hope ; but at last he was toid 
'that the vacant 'pbit hfe had c6meto Solicit Vras ali^eady diii-< 
*t)o«ed bf, And given to another. 

Wte thfei*eiFore 'began, after the two #eeks were' expired, to 
l66k oiit for 'tan oppoi^tunity of rettit^itig to Jaffnupuimm. 
The cdbj>er and myself dnly wefe toUeturh, as M. D'Allemand 
* Was still in^pri^dn, and the baker had had Che address to inai- 
'ti^hfe himself ihto the favburofal'bpafse Widow, whosehusband 
Trttd died a short time before, atid Was 'just bii the point of 
^bleltJg' married to her. WeHold him how l«*pt?«per and unlaw- 
filr It v^as tb triatry a sixth wife, while the other five in all pro- 
bdbiliiy, Ti^efe still living, but he laughed at' otar adnrK)nltions, 
and only be^ed that We Would not'betfay hifti, which we 
tfcadily promised, bieing overjoyed to gt^t^o easily rid of him. 

Thie paa^age by sea was certainly the b^^t aiid et&siest wny 
'Wte cbUld have chosen, 1)11 1 uiifo^tiinately Che north^rn^nMiffsoon 
"still tji^evailed in fiill pbwer. At this? seattOii, when the wind ^h 
lifWays from the tiorth, and friecjuenily bk>Ws very strong gaka^ 
We vojrage'albtig the coast of Ceylon fe very tedious arid ^ven 
^^ngeWUs, 'particularly ita the funnies, or other ^Indian barks, 
^the'lHiitaks being only sewed together 5 We, therefore, Resolved 
Ho Make the journey by land, and on foot as we had come,'ndt 
*lhrotigh the woods and wildernesses, but along the common/ 
•fbiid, wfclch lies through an inhabited country. 

Chance h^d made liie' acquainted With my fdlowtravelletts 
'at' Jtiffimpatfiam ; and the^me chance, or rather misfortune, 
^bti6b|fht me, duHng the 'cooper's illness, imto acquaintance' with 
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« Portuguesie named M&oud de Cvqzi, Ue frequented the \nti 
,where we lodged, abd pfteu carne to drink a bowi of punch 
.with us; he also dined at- the table d*Hotef ojr commoii. tahle. 

This, man Iwid visited many countries, and there was con^i- 
.derable judgment and correctness in his remarks upon (.be 
naaaners and customs of the various nations through which 
.he had passed. 1 cultivated his acquaintance with great eager- 
ness, in order to induce him to recount the occurrences of 
*bi* life, which be said h'ad been very singular and surprising, 
;and to learn. what he had met with most worthy of remark in 
the course of his travels* 

When I communicated to him my desJf^ of visiting 
Candy, the Emperor's capital, and complained of that Prince's 
severity towards strangers, he observed that this severity was 
nothing but a political plan to prevent his enernies from be- 
coming aequain(;ed with the passes of his woods and moun- 
tains, and did not extend to people of colour, such as Mestese, 
Topazes, and Malabars,, who passed freely through his do- 
minions, either for commercial or other purposes, and that 
Europeans. or whites only, of whatever nation, were prevented 
from returning. He further infornied me that he intended in 
a short time to set out for Candy. ^* But," continued he, " I 
must first accomplish an undertaking in the mountains of Bo^ 
canly which. 1 intend to" commence as soon as I shall have 
found a fciiow traveller in whom I can place confidence, and 
such a one is absolutely necessary in an undertaking which 
will make my fortune as well as bis. — I have fixed niy choice 
-upon you,, because I believe you to be a bold and enterprising 
person, ami one that loves travelling and adventures; but I 
chiefly give you the preference, because I have an esteem foi* 

.you, and value your welfare more than that of others.". 

I begged him to explain his meaning more clearly. After 
having made a promise of secrecy as he required, he pro^ 

• ceeded to mioxm me that the last timq he left Candy with 
the int<3ntion of travelling to PoetlaUy he had lost his way 
among the mountains of Bocaul, and while wandering about 
he bad discovered in a deep valley, a small river, at that time 
almost dry, the banks of which wfis spread with rubies and 
other pi:eciou3 atones,^ but that he durst not carry many of 
them away, being afraid of falling in with the Emperor's sol- 
diers, who search all strangers that pass near their posts, which 
spread all over the countryw All that be could do was to inv* 
print the spot.,^ deeply as possible in his memory^ that be 
might be able to find it again when an opportunity sboiUd occur. 

,. I soon perceived that this undertaking, which he endeavoured 
to represent as so easy to be accomplished, would on the con- 
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trafy be Accompanied with many dangers and difficulties, not 
only because he was determined to have onty one companion 
in the expedition^ but on account of the necessity of avoiding 
the beaten paths where the Emperor's soldiers kept watch, 
and making our way through the lonely and impenetrable 
forests and thickets which extend to an immense distance 
behind Childu, and border on those of Medampe. 

I placed all these difficulties before him in the strongest 
light, but he used all the arguments he was master of to per- 
suade me to accompany him. I at last requested two days to 
'consider of his proposal, promising him a decisive answer 
vvithirt that time. 

I therefore told him that I had resolved to join in the enter- 
prise, oti condition that h^ would allow me to communicate our 
intentions to the cooper. ** The principal objection 1 have to 
your plan," continued I, ** is, that we two must go alone ; this 
is venturing too much in such wild deserts as we shall have to 
traverse ; I will persuade the cooper to go with us ; permit him 
to join the {iarty ; he is a man of courage and enterprise; he 
suffered much from the English at the taking of Nagapatnam, 
and is now burdened with a numerous family, whose subsistence 
is derived fr6m the produce of a small garden he purchased at 
Jaffnapatnam ) — the prospect and hope of enriching himself will 
perhaps make him joyfully embrace this opportunity. But if he 
should irefdse to accompany u$, you may rely upon his discretion $ 
lie is a man perfectly honest, and incapable of betraying you, or 
doing the smallest injury to any man. In a word, it is only On 
<:ondition that you consent to take a third person with 4i5, that I 
canjesolve to join you in the undertaking." 

He then consented, though with evident reluctance, that I 
Should inforni the cooper ; at the same time declaring, that if he 
ishould reTuse to gb^ no other person, not even a'kooly, should be 
permitted to" accompany us. 

1 had flattered myself that the cooper, oh account of his family 
and narrow circumstances, would gladly embrace this opportu- 
hity of recovering his fortune; I was therefore a good deal sur- 
prised when I saw him shake his head, and $mile at my proposal. 
" Do you think," said he " that such a place would havfe remained 
so long undiscovered^ when all the other rivers and mines where 
preciouis stones are found have been known for so long a period ; 
or that the emperor would not have placed guards there, as well 
as every where throughout the country ? Lay aside, I beseech you, 
such visionary schemes, and avoid the company of that fool, who, 
I am afraid, will turn your head with his fortune-making dreams. 
I.depart to-morrow, as you know;— come, let us set out together 
for Jaffnapatnam. 

VOYAGJBS, Vol. V. ' M 
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While h« thus held forth against the Eldoradiah expeditioni 
the poor Portuguese himself was in the inn^ and by chance pass* 
ed before the glass door of the apartment where we Were. The 
cooper called him in^ and severely reproached him for endeavour- 
ing to persuade me to so visionary and dangerous an undertakingir 
and earnestly requested him never to mention it more. Unless he 
chose to force him to take measures which would be by no means 
advantageous to him. 

The Portuguese, disguising his feelings^ requested the cdo^^er 
not to be uneasy, as he had, for several reasons, and after mature 
deliberation^ entirely given up the undertaking, and thought no 
more of it ; on the contrary, he intended to return to the coast 
of Coromandel, and requested our company as far asChilaiij 
where, he said he had some business to transacts To this propo- 
sal we agreed with great pleasure. 

From that.monient we began to prepare every thing fot ou^ 
departure; We hired four koolies to carry our baggage, aiid the 
most necessary articles, such as arrack, tobacco, &c., besides 
every thing we did not expect to find in the villages through 
wliich we were to pass. It was unnecessary to load ourselves with 
Vice and other provisions, as we had resolved to travel along the 
coast, which is every where inhabited. 

When all was ready^ we took leave of our friends ancl ac- 
quaintances, and also of M. D'Allemand, who would gladly have 
set out with us : he execrated the injustice with which he had 
been treated, in being thus detailed in prison, on account of an 
unfounded suspicion.. 

Though it was our intention to depart next day immediately 
after dinner, we were detained till past five o'clock, by other ac- 
quaintance coming to take their farewell of us. The koolies, wlioin 
we had appoitited to fneet at one o'clock, finding we did not 
make our appearance, slunk away, the one after the other, into 
the casinas, and it was not without great difficulty we found thenri 
again. All, however, at last returningi we coipmenced our march, 
with a smaller retinue, and less noise, than when we lejft Jafiiia* 
patnaih. 

Colombo is sitti^ed On. the west coast of Ceylon. The har- 
hour is very good fur small ships and vessels, but those of burdeti 
are obliged to remain in the roads, about a quarter of a mile from 
th^ harbour, though they are there exposed to frequent and strong 
goals of wind. 

This place waft taken from the Portuguese by the Dutch^ in 
.1656, after a long siege. . The fort has a very fine appearance, 
and is, in some plafces, in good repair, but some parts of it are in 
a Tery delapidated condition. Several new bastions were con* 
stiructiDg when we were there : my friend Rauvm was tbe.engi- 
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neer, and had the direction of the works. The Goveriiori and 
the principal public oflGicial characters reside in the fort. There 
are very fine streets and houses in it, and it also contains the 
magazines, arsenals, and counting-houses of the Dutch East 
India Company. 

^ The city is very pleasantly situated on the aide of a fine broad 
river, full of fish and crocodiles. The streets are very wide, and 
of considerable length. There are many taverns andcoifee-hauses, 
kept in the Dutch manner, where people amuse themselves at 
billiards, bowls, chess, and other gamis. The environs of the 
city are delightful, being composed of ayenueii of high and um- 
brageous trees. There are many beautiful walks along the l)anks 
of the riverjj where multitudes annuse tliennselves, particularly on 
Sundays, and the suburbs are full of liquor-shops and casinos, 
which are almost s^lways full of soldiers and the working classes 
of the people. 

The Mestese women of Colombo commonly make use of the 
Cingalese language, sield()m of the Portuguese, and never of the 
Dutch } instead of shoes they wear sirrippoSy a sort of wooden 
sandals ; the re»t of the body is wrapped round with a piece o£ 
linen. 

All the provinces of Ceylon, as well as the factories on the op- 
site coast of Coromandel, are subject to the government- at Co-^ 
lombo 



CHAPTER Xt, 



Nigh^ of msforUines — Werigoor-^The counWy after the rami^iea- 
son-^ Unpleasant night at Negombo — Disagreement with Iht 
cooper — Separation from him — Renewed entreaties of the Portu- 
guese — Conseni^^Armal ai Chilaw^ 

It blew very hardy and the atmosphere was almost eutirely 
coveted with clouds. Having passed through the suburbs we en- 
tered a broad and level road bordered on both sides with gardens 
and country houses belonging to the iphhbitants of Ceylon. 
The moon lighted us now and theO) through tl;Le thicl; clpudt 
driven swiftly along by the win^. 

We had scarcely proceeded an hour od our way when the hea- 
vens were agaia overcast with dark thick clouds, and it very sooa 
began to rain tremendously. Surrounded with thick darkness 
. which did not permit us to see two step$ before us, we wandered 
about in an extensive plain without knowing where we were. 
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The Koolies began to speak of turning back, but the hope of 
meeting with some village or grove of trees, drove us onwards. In 
a short time a broad rivulet appeared before us, and made us sud* 
deoly stop. We decided to attempt a passage at once upon 
the spot where we stood, which was put in execution, and 
contrary to our expectation, succeeded, the water not reaching 
higher than our breasts. We recovered the pf^th, and aboilt 
six o'clock came to a village called Werigoor^ situated in ^ 
grove of cocoa-trees, half dead with cold and fatigue^ dreiiche<| 
to the sjiin, and covered with mud. 

We enquired of an old woman, whom we met on entering 
the village, if she could prepare any thing for us to eat* She 
answered that within two hours we should have something that 
would please us. We gave her money to procure the neces- 
sary articles, and in the meantime our people kindled a large, 
fire, before which we dried our wet clothes, and waruKid our 
benumbed limbs. Having taken some coifee and agap^, a 
sort of cake made of ground rice, for our breakfast, we lay 
down before the door of the hut, upon some mats spread oa 
<lhe ground round the fire, to recover, in some degree, fi'om' 
our fatigues, the rain having ceased some time before. 

When we had dined, we departed, each |)rovided with a 
Talpat leaf to protect him from the rain, which began to fall 
anew after we had set out. 

Having crossed the river Colombo, we passed through several 
villages whose names I have foi'gotten, and of too little conse- 
quence to be described. 

At mid-day we came to a turnpike gate, where we paid 9 
small toll ; there was a Casino here in which we took a hasty 
dinner. We found ourselves in the evening near Negombo, 
but from an ill-timed delicacy, we were unwilling to wait upou 
the Commandant, to avoid which we resolved to pass thetiight 
at a small village called Sunampi). 

It rained at intervals, so that we found our talpat leaves very 
usefal. Having passed the river Negombo by a small bridge, 
we kept the town on our left hand, and about eleven o'clock 
arrived at the village of Toptoore, where we had before been 
so hospitably entertained by the Roman Catholic priest. I was 
not a little disappointed when the sexton told us be was gone 
to Colombo. After dinner, we proceeded along a delightful 
road, in the finest weather, and towards evening arrived at 
Ganiepellie^ a village situated on the banks of the river 
Caimelle. 

The ambelam was so small, dirty, and ruinous, that wc chose 
to sleep in the open air, rather than be exposed to be bitten by 
$erpents, and venemous insects^ Which are fond of lodging in the 
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voofa o£ ruinoMSi huts : the air^oD the Qtber band, yvsis pleasant, 
and we sjKead our mats under a large tamarind- tree. 

I wished to take iip my quarters here for the night, as the wea- 
ther was so variable, and there was little prospect of falling in 
with an inhabited place for many miles ; — but;.the cooper insisted 
on proceeding immediately, and would scarcely allow himself or 
US time to take our supper. Seeing that I made no haste to move, 
but was resolved to remain where I was for the night, he told me 
roughly, that he would proceed to Jaiibapatnam by himself, and 
immediately prepared for his departure. Hjs determined obsti- 
nacy vexed me exceedingly, and occasioned a warm dispute be- 
tween us, which rose so high that he at last declared his reso- 
lution to travel no longer in my company. 

I instantly resolved rather to remain behind and travel by my- 
self, than in company with such a discontented man. I thereibre told 
him that if he chose he might travel night and day, without either 
eating or drinking, but' that I had no desire to perish of hunger 
and thirst ; my intention was to proceed at my ease, and probably 
i should arrive at Jaffhapatnam before him, notwithstanding. I 
therefore took as much linen from our baggage as I deemed neces- 
sary, and ordering my koolies to follow the cooper, I paid hinf 
the money for which I had hired them at Colombo, requesting 
him at the same time, to pay them on his arrival^ and to tak^ 
care, of my baggage. 

A letter from his wife, in which she mentioned her being in* 
disposed, had caused this extreme anxiety to get hpnie. He was 
a good husband, and loved his wife much, and as she certainly de- 
served it, I could not blame hhn for his haste ; but there was no 
reason that I, who bad undertaken this iourney for pleasure, should 
fjatigue myself to death. With regard to Anna, I knew she was 
in very good hands. 

Before my passionate fellow-traveller left us, he whispered to 
me,, for heaven's sake, don't be so foolish as to follow the Por- 
tuguese in his visionary enterprize. Hacl I followed his advice, 
how many dangers and accidents should I have avoiijed ! 

No sooner was the cooper gone, than the Portuguese told me 
with a smiling eountenance, that he was overjoyed at his depar- 
ture, and as I was now free, he hoped I should no longer refuse 
to accompany him. I replied that he was greatly deceived, the 
cooper's departure had not produced the least change in my re^ 
solution, on the <rontrary, my intention was to proceed at my 
leisure to Jaffhapatnam. 

On hearing this, he begged I would listen with patience and 
Attention to what he was going to say, as he would explain the 
Teal state of the matter without reserve, after which,^ he had no 
doubt I should soon change my opinion. 



' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



• 



86 TVavels in the Island ofXieyhm^ 

*' It is very well krio^n/' he continued, ^' that in the vtrfdtis 
and repeated invasions of the Portagnese in former times, of 
the kingdom of Conde-Udda, the emperors concealed their trea- 
sures, consisting of pearls, diamonds, gold, &c, in large Irotf 
chests, which they caused to be sunk In the river Mavaliagonga, 
at the place where that stream washes the feet of the mountains 
that rise behind the capital, and where the Portuguese were never 
able to subdue them. My fether, whose ancestors had accom- 
panied almost all those expeditions against the emperors, knew, 
from an old tradition in our family, that the Portuguese got pos- 
session of one of those chests, but being obliged to retreat irt 
great haste, they concealed it somewhere among the mountains of 
Bocaul, in a place known only to a few persons, with the inten- 
tion to return, at the first opportunity, to carry it away ; but being 
driven back by the Dutch, whom the emperor had called in to his 
assistance, they had never been able to alccompKsh their purpose. 
My father, though his death was unexpected, had sufficient time 
to communicate this, leaving to me an undertaking, which death 
prevented him from accomplishing in person. What I have told 

{6u of a river full of precious stones, {s no more true, than that 
lost myself in the mountains of Bocaul ; it was on purpose, and 
after mature deliberation, that I went thither i I knew almost the 
very spot where the chest was to be found, and I hoped to discover 
it, and be able to break it open. After a long and fruitless search^ 
I saw with indescribable joy, a small river, flowing at the bottom 
of a valley below me; I hastened to reach it, but- -how great was 
my surprize, when I observed the object of my search in the 
hollow of one of the rocks of whiAi thie banks of the river were 
composed h It was a sort of coffer, or chest, wholly of iron, and 
put together with so much art, that I could discover neither lock, 
opening, nor lid. In vain I endeavoured to break it open with 
stones, all my labour was fruitless. I remarked the place, how<^ 
ever, so well, that it is impossible to miss it : — and to go to find 
it, is the undertaking to which I endeavour to persuade you. I 
now wait your decision, and I swear to ybu, by all that is sacred, 
that by the way which I shall point out to you, we shall have 
neither soldiers, posts, nor any thing else to fear. You do not 
believe that I would venture upon such an undertaking myselfj 
if it could not be accomplished, or was attended with loo much 
danger. It is true, we shall have some difficulties to encounter^ 
and we may even meet with some dangers, but to be able to spend 
the rest of your life in ease and affluence, is it not worth while tQ 
encounter the dangers and difficulties of a few days V* 

All this sounded well, and was very probable. The circum- 
stance respecting the emperor^s treasures being hid in the Mava^ 
liagonga, and otlicr rivecsj upon which he founded his atory^ wks 
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knpwn to mc;, and perfectly true ; but the whole affair aeeitied so 
r/)mantic,. that r could not help. sometimes doubting the truth of 
his jQurratioo. I was uot, however, the less undecided what to 
^o f on tiie pne hand appeared riches, and an adventurous en- 
terpriz!^ I and on the other s\de Anna, and others of my friends, 
e;^pccting^ my arrival with anxious impatience. At last, my want 
of prudence, and the kind of entdrprise, which accorded so well 
with my inclination, gained me over, and the same night, when 
the Portuguese began to renew his intreaties, I gave my consent, 
on condition tliat he would swear to me, by all that men liold sa- 
cred^ that his story, in all its circumstances, was true. He im- 
mediately assured me of this, with the mosjt solemn oaths, swear- 
ing, that all he had told me was true, even tp th^ smallest cir- 
cumstance. 

We now agreed to stay cl day or two at thilaw, to provide 
ourselves with necessaries, and then, without communicatmg our 
intentions to the inhabitants, to penetrate at once into the in- 
terior. Having decided upon this, we staid in the watcb-hut, till 
3Qxt morning, when we set out, and reached Chilaw about mid- 
ay. We did not enter the town, but took up our quarters in the 
hut of a Cingalese, about a quarter of a mile from it. I pre- 
tended to be ill^ and desirous of remaining till next day« 

in the mean time, the Portuguese purchased every thing he 
thought we should be in want of, which he concealed among the 
bushes, close to where we were to pass< 



CHAt>TER XII. 

Commenceineni of a dangerous expedition — tirsi occufr«2<Jc— Coii- 
iirmaiion of the journey ^^ Arrival at and entrance into the gre(U 
forest^ Difficuliies, obstacles, arid dangers-^ Strange sound -^The 
courageous Bear. 

AfJast, the day appointed fot 6\xt departure appeared; we set 
out as soon as it was light, and iit order to deceive our host, we 
took the way to tl»e river, as though we Ititerided to cross it at the 
usual place J biit suddenly turning into the thickets, we went 
round Chilaw, making our Way through marshy ground, sometimes 
covered with bushes, atid sometimes full of small thick woods, 
till we cAme to the river Manasseram. Here the Portuguese drew 
from under the bushes our ammunition aiid provisions, consist- 
ing of a bag with about twenty pounds of rice ; a pair of pbtols. 
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p&wder and shot, two calabashes, one of ^hicli cotitiiiiiecl ctfaoot 
three pints of aTratk, the other -being empty, and destined ' for 
fresh water ; a small dish of copper, and a plate of the same 
metal ; a packet of sweetmeats ; & small axe ; twenty iathomsolf 
rope, besides some files and ifon crows, and a lar^e bear^skin. 

On coming to the river, we saw a young crocjodile, whfch 
leaped into the water as we apfwoached. As this river was much 
swollen by the rainj and rety rapid, we went along the banks till 
we found a place where it was not so broad asf farther down* 
Before crossing, we took our dinner under a large tree* 

The landscape before us had an extremely wild and desert 
Appearance ; a dreary solitude struck the eye on every side, Th^ 
banks of the river were sandy, and full of pointed rocks ; a solf* 
tary tree appeared here and there among the bashes that Covered 
the ground ; and, at the distance of a mile, the wilderness o{ 
Medundampey was seen stretching itself far and wide, to an un- 
^known extctii. This desert consists of nothing biit very high 
btishes and' thickets, the abode of every descripttort of wild beasts'^ 
particularly buffaloes. Great numbers of venemous serpents of 
a terrific size, inhabit its recesses, so that the boldest hunter 
dkre^ not venture into them. To the left^ on the opposite side 
of the river, rose a thick wood of old trees, growing very closely 
together, and full of brambles and reed^. 

Dinner being ended, We pulled off our clothes in order to cros^ 
the river. * The Portuguese requested, me to go hi^er up, about 
a hundred yards, and to shout with all my might while he was 
crossing, that I might induce the crocodiles, if- any wei-e there^ 
to come towards me. Then taking a part of the baggage upo^i his 
head, he reached the other side in safety, the water coming up to 
his shoulders ; he then returned for the rest of our goods. As 
6oon as they Were all over, he gave me a signal to cross also, lit 
the sarhe time beginning to shout as loud as he could. I went 
into the water trembling like a leaf, every moment expecting to 
be devoured by one df those monsters. I looked anxiously around, , 
holding my naked sword above my head, determined to thrust it 
down the throat of the first monster that should approach.' 

While thus occupied, I happened to* turn my eyes to the side 
where the Portuguese, with his face towards me, continued to 
shout and bawl till he was hoarse, — at the same moment I saw, 
with hdrror and amazement, a tiger, attracted rio doubt by the 
shouting,, coming out of the wood, slipping from bush to bush^ 
and approaching my companion with its back bei^t like a cat^ 
when watching a mouse. I instantly made signs to him, but he 
did not understand what I meant j seeing, this, 1 forgot miy own 
danger and former precaution, and hastened to reach the other 
side^ when I saw the tiger again appear close behind bim^ and 
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upoh tlM (loint^if makmg a« spring. At tbift moment I vtitu^Jt w 
pierciog yellv which startled .tlie mooater ; 'ittunitd round, t and: 
looked atiadfastiy at me : 'my compaoion bavmgnow observed, it, 
hadthie presaoee of miod to leap iatothe water* The ti^eacheioiia' 
aniaiai'Giuling.kimaelf diaocweredy durst oot approaeh> nearer, but 
giiwiiQg horribly, aod showu^ his. large fangs, he.weot into the* 
wood, tttraiog bis head towarak us from time to tiane. 

We immediately proceeded oo our journey, aod in a short time; 
cwnetothe river Cbiiaw, whose .banks we followed ; but owing 
to thesharp'if oioted rocks whtcii covered the bed of the river, aod 
thsfreat lieaOof the sun, we « at last left them, and kept along 
the edge of the wood that lay on our* right hand. Weibiind here: 
gnsat .plenty. of wild fruit-^trees ; among others, those which pro- 
diiee the palpalam, or milk^fruit, an account of which I have al- 
ready given. 

We soon after observed that the rivor began to grow narrower, 
which incressed'the rapidity of the current; we also saw tmc« 
of wild buffiiloes, from which we concluded that they frequented' 
^his wood; their proper abode being the wilderaess of Medun- 
4amp^, which lay farther to the right. 

I I have always been equally, if not more afraid of the wild' 
bnlfiiloes than of the elephants ; they are untameable a6d furioHS- 
animals* When they take it into their heads to attack a man, it 
ia almost im{)osaible to avoid them ; whetlier their rage is excited 
by any thing of a red colour, to which they have- the greatest 
aversion— by being wounded, or by liaving been overcome in ain« 
glc combat by a rival ; and even should the object of their fury 
be fortunate enough to reach a tree, and get up into it before the 
fatal blow be given, be is lost if it happens not to be a fruitr-tree, 
as the. animal will, not Uave the spot till his enemy be in his' 
power, though he should die of hunger at the foot of the, tree, 
. .The wood, at this plaice, was full of small red apes, and various . 
sorts of birds, . whose singing and : chattering, mixed with the 
clocking of partridges and hazel hens^ resounded throogh tho 
forest. . < 

Hitherto the river<had been bondcced, almost to the water's 
edge, with the trees of the woodtha^ lay on. our right, hand jfbiie 
in ;the evening we came to a place wheire they retired somewhat^ 
i^aainga edmer of about two hundred . paces, consisting, of a 
plains or opod space ; the ground wj^$ diy. and level, and we re-^ 
solved ito pn^ the night here. 

. . Oar 'fiist.iQa^ v^as to pt^^At. o«rselyes with a. ipood supply of 
dryt.wood^ivJbiicb.wr spread. in.a sQasicircJe roond us, in heaps « 
(e.w feel disM«it from eikch otfaai^ Vhe^wO ex;tremities of the lialf 
oircle .ettaaded to the river, whicli (covered our rear, and served 

VoyAG«$, To/, r. N 
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m ftiihce df retruub firoln i&Dger, if «ny wild baasi had attaelDsd 
ill within cmr ramparts of fire> which aeidoai happans^ 
. Having dfawn lota which of va shoaM watch for the &9it tUm 
IKNIFB9 aod the Portagoese haTing tht tuhrn, I spread tho hear'a 
hide (which served both far oar table and hed») ntar ahoth^^fea 
we had kindled close to the river, and being extrerady fatigwtd^ 
I fell asleep as tranquilly as if 1 bad been in my own house ; ao 
troe it is that custom reconciles us to any thing. 

I slept soundly till my fellow-travelLer awoke me to take way 
iMin in watching. He had heard nothing during hb wateh ex* 
cept the lowing of wild buiFaioes, and the heavy tread of aeoai 
large animah crossing tlie forest* 

• As soon as he lay down i stack my pistols in my hefty laid iny 
gfttif loaded with two halls, upon my knee^ and having liglited a 
cegar, I passed the time very quietly ; keeping up the fire when 
it seemed to decrease, from time to time reading and examiaing 
my journal, and writing down the occurrences of the preceding 
day^ 

Besides a cracking, or loud noise, here and there in the 4&ttMtf 
and from time to time the trampling of huge animals crossing 
Ibe pbin on which we had encamped, I heard now and then a 
sort oF faioiwing, or motion in the river, which I supposed to b« 
ocoasioned by the crocodiles ; but as these amphibious animab 
are still more afraid of fire than the wild beasts, I was not ap» 
prehensive of their visiting us, especially as that aide of the river 
where we were was bordered by a ledge of poiwted rocks, and 
tbey never coane on land except where the ground is mndy «id 
even. This arises from the fear of «being wounded ia the bellyv 
which is extremely soft and tender, while, on the contrary^ their 
backs are covered with a hard and scaly hide, s^ thiokthat neither 
darts nor balls can penetrate it. 

. At last day^Hght appeared. We breakfasted, add then set out, 
Mk>wing the banks of the river, which turned its conrbe coo« 
sideiably to the north, so that we very soon lost sight of the de- 
sert of Medundamp^, which lay behind us. 

The wood along the side of which we proceeded^ became here 
bea!utii«l beyond descriptioti ; trees of a suVpriskig tbidtness ek^ 
alted their {HPoud tops, and the thiek and intenNiOven shade peiw 
milted the son's rays to spread «aly a feeble and aoetaificM^ 
Kght. Vftrioua eofui of biids, mwff of them onfaaqwn to iM^ 
hopped about, and perched upon the small branches ;- their hmw 
iifolly variqjaied plvmage deiigiited the eye; andtheiv vmlous 
aottt abd -cries echoed on ef«ry side.' Great nnmbers isf fnialt 
irMapea amused tlieaaselves by leaping Immht^Mh' 40^ bmiitih} 
ttey redonbl^ their cries and leaps 00 our ap|)roabh, inAkkigtbo 
most ludicrous gestures and attitudes that can 4>e im^ined. ' 
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Hie «oad being 40 4eQglKk(bl» I |>fdpa96d lo my cMHiMtea t# 
pdnetrflf fartinpr ioto it) b^t »hU to ktteplbe mcor In siglit. A 
mfreihiog •eooloeffs «i)4 ^he ^tlkh^ ff«|;fMiic« of AvtnMnlif 

I^IiHiti wd wilcl feuitQ^ restored our 4»Qfe«hlQd (>owon. We'itti»«4 
leie, <«Qder a tcee, eqtinily covered with wUl^ flowers, or blo»9 
potuS) of a pleawQt fif«eU ; our meal eonsiAted of two ivd MMpca<t 
—-a nest of bees, which we found in the hollow of a ti^e, eef ved 
us for a dessert. 

HaYiiig rested a muple of hoovs^ wi^ t»roceeded on onr wa]B. 
We observed several herds of t^nlcAopesy which .did not seeoi to 
be very wild ; aiid, for the first time since kawkig ChibMr, we 
sawtracea c^ elephants, though not very recent. About five in 
the evening we came to the place wbese the river divides itself 
imo tW0 branches, one of which takes its courae to the north*- 
east, and the other, which is the larger, runs towards the souths- 
fsast* 

From this place we eaw, very ^plainly, the tops of the iwouii- 
tains of JBqmul^ behind an immeasuraUIe forest ; my conparaon 
fpave a shout of joy, and pointing to them with his hand, he ex* 
obimed**-*^^ soon shall we be at the «nd of aU our difBcultiee and 
dangers ; two or three days at most, and I shall hear you bless 
the moesefit you . became acquainted with me." He sidd many 
0lher things to encourage aie, to-/cl^effieh the hope of susaocas in 
dif undenudcing, and to dispel the doubts which he thought atiU 
arose ia my. mind. 

The.. sun now set, smd we hatteqed to collect '4iy woisd, to 
protect ae from Ab e^phajsts and bidhloes, which^ from vnrions 
jpafti^ha mehad.iiiade, seesiad tobel veary numemua in thia wood. 
WeiixedoMr quarters in the angle 'WlSied by the bend of the 
'•eolh-aast branch of the river, aa thafc we Imd tmly toierm a 
quadrant with our heaps of wood, to be (HOteded on all sides ; 
.behind tis, and on both aides, we w^fe-eewned by the fhser and 
the sharp reeks ckb ita ba(nks, Imd for greater security, T set fine 
to the trunk of an old withered tree, a few paces from us, wiue)i 
^n produced a gscat And brilliant flsaac. This, joined to the 
^|kt »f the firqs.thal^ snvrouiided us, ilhHmned all the plain, and 
l^e i&mat to» a great distance: 

We (spentt the gneater part of the night in traiiqiiilltty, thoagh 
twe beard on the i^t aad left a great noiae in thia river, hesidiOB 
the snorting of buffiiloes, which probably were washing ttkmtthFas 
4«;fehe wa^f, 

Jkktmx ibiM o'^^lock in the morning I all ate^ce heard tbe 
[trefl«^ng.i9f!.aniiMlo, rasinifcig directly toswardsrita^ and alitioatat 
^essasc; ietttwat eaw: a tiger pumuing a dcdr attfoil apeedr the 
•|»o0r ftptmal :lhot p^l ouc fisipe lik^ a -flash of lightning^: and 
ihnw^itie|fi;ijMa<tluieiv|irtiii»afihtiiftpd^ sUe^ iriiese it;i|B|nni|l 
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be tsfe ftom the fiarsuit of its anrelentiog eneitiv. On sering m 
the tiger sudd^aly stood fttll, bat having looked at us for ^Mot 
tioae with glaring eyeS| he fled, howliDg, into the forest* I had 
kwoke mj companion on hearing the noisei and we stdod with 
oor gons pointed at him, and ready to fire. The bt^s soon «fter 
annoonoed the approach of day^ and we resvmed our journey witk 
renewed vigour. \ 

We now crossed the south-east branch of the river, and enter-- 
ed a sandy plain, which extended to the wood that lay about three 
miles before us. We were now, to oar extreme regret, obliged 
to leave the river, and for the last time we filled our calabasbes 
with its clear and refrasbing water. We now svppdsed we wore 
about twenty n^iles from Cbilaw, which was certainly no great 
distance in two days, but being heavily laden we could not 
travel quickly. 

From the time we left Chilaw we had not seen any signs oS 
liouaes or inhabitants, though the country was very fine, and the 
Jand', to all appearance, in general very fertile. Our way now 
•lay through fine and deep sand, where we were greatly exposed ^to 
the heat of the sun, the rays daiting rerticaliy upon our heads, 
and, except a few straggling boshes, we saw nothing on our way 
tliat ofln&red the least shade, where we might have rested a few 
minutes. At last, however, covered with sweat' and dust, and 
Almost fatigued to death, we arrived at the great forest that bor* 
dered tlie plain, and lay between us and the mountains of Bocauk 

As it was already late, we resolved to remain here all night, 
and* next day to cross the wood, whieh appeared to be thicker 
.and wilder than that we had left in the morning; we boped^ be** 
fore the day closed, to reach the foot of the mountains. 

Our supper consbted of some talingas we had killed bythe 
way. During the whole night we heard the sorrowful voice8;.of 
the sloths, which answered one another, interrupted from time to 
time by the shrieking of night owls and bats, and. the howling.of 
jackals. 

On entering the wood, we found openings here and thep^ 
which made our progress in. some degree easier ; but in a short 
time it became so thick that we could not, without great difiiculty, 
make our way through the bushes, thiekets, and withered leaves, 
that covered the ground, and under whieh the serpents concetti 
themselves. ' 

After proceeding in this manner for about an hoor> we snddetf- 
ly heard on oor right a noke that rapidly approached ; from the 
grumbling sound that accompanied it, we concluded: that itscould 
be nothing but aJierd of wild swine. I was awar^ that thos^ 
animals seldom attack men^ except they happen. to inMrupt tfac^r 
'prctgreas wheli running; without watting^to deliberate^ tbewforcif^ 
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'vrein^titly threwdown our baggage, and, with the hdp of some 
iMrftnches'that hung hear the gnound, we climbed up into one of 
-the' neanest trees.' 

We had scarcely got up, when a herd of about thirty i^M 
^wisre passed at a hard trot, taking then* course directly under the 
tree where we sat t as soon as they observed us, tliey set up a 
'prodi^dus grunting and squeaking, and ran off in two parties; 
One of them, the first that ran directly over our baggage, being 
^startled by the large roll of cord which happened to lie in his 
Way, sprung to one side in a most ludicrous manner, butlmtne* 
diately recovering himself, he turnied round, and falling furiously 
upon the roll, carried it several yards between his tusks. 

When we thought they had got to a sufficient distance, we 
came down from the tree, and renewed our difficult journey, 
taking an easterly direction. A small pocket compass served u$ 
for a guide, as it would have been impossible to find our way, or 
to recover it if lost, among trees whose interwoven tops formed 
isn* impenetrable and uninterrupted ^reen vault; or among the 
inrthes with which we were surrounded, which were sometimes 
so high that we could not see three steps before us. 

• ' We were not long in meeting with a fresh incident : — passing 
%y a tree of uncommon thickness, a sound, like the voice of some 
strange animal, seemed to issue from it, though we could observe 
•no opening ; till at last, taking my pistol in my hand, I went 
•round to the other side of the- tree, where, to my great surprise, 
I found that it was hollow, and served as a retreat for a she-bear^ 
which, fortunately for us, was then absent, and that her two cubs 
in playing together, had caused the sound which appeared so sin« 
gular. As soon as they observed us, they rah into a corner to 
*ifde themselves, where they sat grinning and growling at us. 
'The Portuguese, who, in spite of all my entreaties, was deter- 
«mined to make an end of them, drew fats sword to cut them down ; 
'When, suddenly, a great movement in the bushes behind us, put 
•us to flight with all. speed, expecting every moment to see the 
old bear at our heels. 

• After half an hour's walk, w^ came to a morass covered with 
"weeds from three to four feet high. In order to avoid a great 
•circuit, my companion wished to go directly across it, but know- 

/4ngthat tigers and venemous reptiles frequently haunt such nia* 
ces, I opposed this ; he proceeded, notwithstanding, and I 
Allowed. We had not however taken ten steps, when the crust 
•with which the heat of the sun had covered the mud gave way and 
^e sank to the knees in it, at the same rime a cloud of large insects 
4fotik among the weeds and bushes, attacked us so quickly that all 
'^riie'eiposHl parts of our bodies weVe instantly cbvered with them, 
4Mfore we could disengajge ockr legs frdm the mud. Having at test 
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^UHggUd out> we 4el off at full speed, bat tMe hlaodi4hia^ 
insects folbwed us to the wood, ^ud did not leave us htftNfe 
our faces and bauds were covered with blisters,, by tbeir poiso»- 
oas bites* 

It was not without great difficttity, we got round this ni<;^yaiiif 
accompanied by the thickets that covered iu sideSf and ibe 4Ur 
agreeable amell, at the places where the surface had ao emfit 
upon it* 

Having reached the other side, we saw, at a little distance^ two 
bears, one of which was ascending a tree, while the other we«t 
found it, and appeared to keep watch* As soon as they observed 
us, the one in the t^e instaptly came down, and. took to fligbt^ 
but the other, more courageous, stood still, growling at us^ and 
showing his teeth* ) 

^^ 1 believe this beast is resolved ^o fight us,'^ said 1 to my 
companion ; '^ let us see what his intention is, or rather, let na 
make a small circuit to avoid him*'* He laughed at my fear*^^ 
[^ If it were an elephant, or buffalo," replied he, -^^ I should 
agree with you, but to run away from a hear, would be a disf> 
grace } you shall see bow I'll make him leap." 

Upon this he advanced, shouting with all hia mightf and 
swearing at the beast, in the Cingalese language ; but Xe soml 
clianged his tone, upon finding that the bear, instead of running 
liway, advanced upon us, with large strides.^-<Mana e^ to pi/ 
he exclaimed, and ip a moment, throwing down our baggage, 
we took up our guns, and fixipg the bayonets, posted ourselves 
jbehind two large trees ; we instantly agreed not to fire, till tlMS 
bear was within reach of our balls, and then only the oi^e ^fVff 
the other, that we might have Uine to load again* 

Scarcely had we hallooed out this to each other, when I saw 
the b^ar about ten paces from me, roaring dreadfully* I fired^ 
apd was tortunat^enough to shatter his right paw ; he fell upop 
his nose, but instantly re.covering himself, he ran, upon hiis 
hind legs, towards the Portuguese, behind whom I had retired to 
load again; he fired but missed, when, iusteftd. of < presenting hip 
bayonet or firing his pistol, he tc^k shelter behind anothier tree : 
fbe bear still following him, I sent a ball into his sid^^ upop 
which, foaming with rage, \\t began to howl and roar ip n 
frightful manner, and placing his §oupd fpre foot against a t(^»b^ 
^tood still. 

We supposed he had now become weak, and watched the OM- 
ment of his fall; when suddenly, giving .a trengt^ndous riiar^ hib 
fiew at us like a dart, and came so quickly upon me^ tb^ I b^d 
just time to draw my sword and plunge it tQ the hUt \^.hi^ 
belly, at the mpi^ent when, he stretched opt his pa\v tp mwfi-mif 
§fm# I l^ft th^ «{€iappp in |Ma hpdy, bi»t be dr^ IX jm §i W 
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wtehd frith hit'ttediy gmwlmgil with ngt} tfaesi, stiiig^iii|^ 
Q^on ibc ground, soon expired uiiiler dur blow6* 
• Without giving oarselves* ftiore. trouble with our adversary^ I 
cut off one df his ears as a token of n^ victory, and we left the 
fidd of balitle as soon aa possible. The fear of a vnit fnom 
bftats, and (he dea&re of g;ettiDg to the end of oar journeyi mada 
ui proeeed witfa move thaa usual: expedition. 

The bears of Ceylon are neitber so large nor so saTage as those 
of the north of Europe ; it seldom happens that men are attacked 
by them, . unless it be a she-bear afraid of losing her young* 
The one that attacked us with so much rage and fury^ seemed to 
ttppote that we wished to discover his retreUt, whither, no doubt, 
the female had fled, for whose protection and his family's be 
had so courageously sacrificed himself. 

We made A circoit io avoid the place towards which the she-, 
bear had retreated j and went on with anxiety and circumspeo-i 
tion^ being afraid of disturbing or falling in with some other 
wild beast. Having c<Ane to the aide ot a pool of jnnddy waterf 
weaatdoWoto restfrom ourfotigue; after which we refrevhed 
Oiuraelvea with a good draught of arrack, aud filled our oaUu^ 
bashes with tha imddy water^ lest we should not fall in with 
aay other* 



CHAPTER Xni. 



tHjffiadHes increa^ed^^PerUaiti night^-^Inai»spkioH$fT6$ecuii<mcf 
mrjmiMmi^ 'the tiget^s cTen.— Unforeseen trfwidcte*, 

TtilB tether 'we now advanced, the wood became ih^ mbre iiii4 
pehetMtyle, ^he grbund wa§ covered very ^hiolc ift^ith thorns"^ 
fbisUes, mild weedl, and we were frequently obliged to makie a 
eirentt oft^A^ifyor khirty yards in order to advance shd or sd«* 
veo* Thick old trunlcs of fallen trees, holiowM by time and 
orergrtnvn with* a covering of woodbine, often fell in owr ilray 
4<mI obliged us to look .fot^ another path : M^e saw som^ thai 
qppmred qoite fresh, though they consisted of nothing but bifrki 
the insidi^'tefng'qaTte reduced tddtist, intd whipb sometimes hdf 
dvr bodt^ aunk^, in t^hdeavdurinf to <gi?t dvbt ilmn. Add; to 
thfsiha hills tirised by-'die Vifios, or white :ant8,>soine of ilirhich 
iNire Aioia ifonr no five feet ik) height; and the woodbine, which 
MMbetiilwsHlemiadraa fiatpeulsstfable !watl. W^ also suffered mudh - 
from the red or fire«-ants, which fell upon us^ and aUhough 
Wf tov^red owr fa^es and hands with handkerchiefs, the biles 
nfeed ttlbliater lik^ tftitt bcoaiioned bf the^thig of a nettle. But 
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the greftttfttcobstade t0- our prog? eai^ wm a^oet iof <sri94t>i«tgWtMMI| ' 
or ground ivy/ which shot along lb€ grouod ia^ei^qr dinfrioab mm * 
soiqetimes held us as fast a« if we had b^otikM) io atsot or*gNi;} 
they were full of simrp thorny, iwbich tore aod waooded^wt^dbAftt * 
and Iixnb3 very sevisrely. The fruk, h0wever> wa&«{.QaMidar4lite: 
^rvicejous ; it was about the sine and shape-o^ anoUva^iaiAiafit 
a grey colour ; under a fine scaly shell it /OonlainQdtft.Mtfiab. 
substance, of an acid taste and very reffeshifg^ WeupiiMidocl 
ourselves wdth a large supply of this firutt, aa;oar iwatar bi^ail to 
fail, and jfre were uncertain of finding any. - • - ^f 'u 

After two hours of hard and difficult labour «e at la9»« m > e> a» 
a large pond of muddy stagnant wattfr. We wcie h$\f dmd 4liA- 
fiEitigue', our arms and faces covered with red blisCers; aiido«r legr 
torn and bloody. We resolved to stay here all mgji^on'miommi 
of the water being so w tf ar ; it was howciwr so 'dirty tiia« • wne «v«rQ 
obliged to strain it through a cloth ; what still reiiiaittedifi otta^ 
calabashes, we preserved to quench our thirst, aaid did 
touch it as long as aoy of tl)e fruit we had gathered- remaisied. 
•^ We had scarcely sufficient strength remaming* to eollMt < 
dry wood and prepare our suppen- Having sQtoewbat^ lecoin e i tw l ' 
from the fatigues of the day, Ibegati to converso'#ith aiy^OMDA 
panion about dur situation and circumstances, and the sioaU ptfif^ 
bability of our reaching the mountains the next day, if^ wbi^li wt<( 
had reason to believe, the wood »ho«ld continue as wild and inm 
penetrable. He laughed at my appreheBsions, and did <hb beot 
to assume a cheerful appfarancej. though, his anxiety was pnaba- 
hjy greater than mine. <^ The forest must certainly bceome-mona 
^^pan aD4pais9aUe a9> «re«api»Mich the moofitaioa^" said hie^ ^^^and 
at the worst, it is only one more disagreeable dbijt^.waiaaej now 
too far advanced to think of returning ; take courage, my friend^ 
the. end wiU crown, the work^jind I hare maaoa vto. bofM(,ftht$ 
fatigues and privations we now safer will- be* jricfaly rewanded/^T 

It was «8ilent^-^trhat could I - ans^i^r i him» : .1 was ashamed Hk 
show less courage than be, but- Irepreoted, mthiriLfvy beaitv 
having, in iB<rived - myaelC- ifi so .many umiecos^iry idiStiritteS'i 
anad^ notwithstanding «allhe said to pensuade mftto^theeonlfarfv 
I felt but too well, that a jovn^ney^o difficbHx aa? tWysttraSyftvovM 
inleistban three, days. o^ercanMi.eoratfengriir^inf which ^jsttSftive 
hiad nothing to.expeot but a tragioaheitd toolirfindartakin^«r: ? ^y 

I bad id)aginea that tkeve mwreifew mU beaatsi s tnt^Aia^/H^oesb 
bat I was. dece|Md;-^no sooner falidfntgbt cDvered i^thdsi»ddari(# 
aody and solitary regions, than: i«e>liefHPd,> not' leisijr ib^rxiNmoff 
of tigers, but the bilrkiog * ef jaebai% < )wiib the icriea^iiC lOllMit 
animals.. . ^ ■ v • •. .1 -•" . -t u \^t -:•»• M.f-t 

Th^ noi^e in a short time iaDreased> aiid appPoadiad.ne«9Sr 
and nearer^ and very soon wesaw, by the.fightof;Oiir ^firet^^lfar 
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CttotmtM make their appearance among the trees. Their num- 
n intertftsed every moment, and one would have thought that all 
the monHters of the wood had assembled to make a general at- 
tack 0pon U8. Soon becoming bolder^ they approached our fires, 
and lit last completely surrounded us. The noise and uproar they 
made Were truly terrific, "i^eir hideous roars and cries, mingled 
mi^ the lamentable howling of the jackals, resounded through 
th^ forest, and filled us with terror and anxiety. 

It was not diflicult to discover that we had brought ourselves 
into this disagreeable and dangerous situation^ by taking up our 
Qdarfers at the side of the pool, which prevented the animals from 
drinking. The ravenous and other animals commonly remain in 
their dens and holes, during the day, and it is only at night they* 
leave them to seek for prey, or quench their thirst. Water is ex- 
tremely scarce in these thick woods, and sometimes in a circuit 
of several miles, none is to be found, but a few pools filled by the 
rain, the water of which, in the dry season, is dmly diminished by 
the heat of the sun, as well as by the numerous drinkers. There 
Wfts probably no other in the neighbourhood besides the one we had 
taken possession of, it was not therefore surprising that so many 
h^t^d and thirsty animals should become furious at being de- 
Hied access to their only resource. We would, however, havtf 
gladly allowed them to pass, if it had been possible to take refqger 
lira tree without leaving our fires, or running the risk of being 
torn in pieces before we could reach one. 

• Our fear was now indescribable, for two tigers, bolder than 
the rest, came forward with measured steps, followed by a 
ciowd of other animals, among which were -several bears. The 
two- presumptuous beasts coming close up to our fires, stood still 
and looked at ut for some time with glaring eyes, and grinding 
their teeth in a horrible manner.— All at once, raising their heads 
into the air, they set up so tremendous a duo, that we almost sunk 
down with terror, and werie scarcely able to hold our weapons in 
oiif trembling hands, imagining this roar could be nothing else 
than the signal for a general attack, especially as it was answered 
by all the other monsters. — In fact, our situation was such as would 
have filled the bravest heart with terror. 

At last one of the tigers came so near that he could have 
yeaebed us at one leap. I snatched the thick end of a burning 
Imneb from the fire, and bit lum so exactly upon the nose, that 
ke'tom%led over, staggerad 'afa6iit in socb a laughable manner^ as 
In asy other ehtnimstanees woold have afforded us considerable 
aftkmeoient. He too k to flight at full speed, and his companion 
retired soon after ; they were, however, succeeded by others from 
thne to time, and even~tlie juekals were not afraid to show them- 
selves.- These animals oominued altnight round our fires, and it 
Voyages, Fol. V. O 
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was ooly by firing our pistols^ and throwing biinnQg fkc^ dS 

wood| that we kept them in terror, and at a proper distance* 

> At last the shades of night began to disappear by degrees^ ^4 
our enemies along with them ; tliey retired one after anoibe^i lata 
the recesses of the forest : their roaring was only heard ayt a .dis«> 
tance, and we thanked heaven for having preserved us in ihe^ 
midst of such danger. After refreshing ourselves, we re^iba** 
menced our painful journey, although almost overcome with fn^ 
tigue and want of sleep. 

We bad the same difficulties and obstacles to . strqggle with i^ 
before ; — heavily laden and fatigued as we were, we made bat 
little progress, and were obliged to stop and rest ourselves ^ 
every movement. We struggled in this hianner among the kigb 
bushes that surrounded us till nine o'clock, when, iiodiog it iiDr 
possible to proceed, I made my companion halt. . ** I must fleep 
a little," said I ; ^^ you must however keep watch, and when mv 
strength is somewhat restored, we will continue our journey. 
Without wailing for his answer, 1 threw myseU on tb!e groupfl 
and instantly fell into a deep sleep. 

I might have slept about two hours, when my cprnpaolon awoke 
me, saying that he would have allowed me to sleep some time 
longer had it not been for a tiger that bad disturbed bim for 
more than a quarter of an hour, and kept walking round ai 
lurking sometimes behind one bush, sometimes another, .ivaiti^ 
only for an opportunity to fall upon us. I started up, and seei _ 
him about twenty paces from us, lurking behind.a bush, we leaned 
our guns against the trunk of a tree^ anfl fire4at the same time. 
He sprang several feet from the ground, and instantly faJli9g agaiD» 
we heard him struggling with the agonies of deaths W4 vKere eo 
low spirited, and fatigue had rendered us so languid,, th^ we bad att 
even the curiosity to go and look after him; optbe^eoj^itraryy we 
took up our burdens and resumed our sad solitary way. I and per« 
suaded that the sound of our copper di&b, which we. beat upon 
fxx>m time to time, contributed not a little; to Qur so fytiuMHAy 
escaping death. 

Some time after we ohserved th^ the wooi^ w.bJ^ had hither-* 
to been impenetrable by the sun's^ rays, be£^ to he s<?mewbat 
thinner ai^ lighter, though it because closer a»d thicker under 
our feel. The trees, however, diminished iusensftblj^ and veqr 
$oon we had no more trouble fr/gi^fii the tboji^ny ground plants ead 
creepers, nor the red ants ; and tjbe i^odbii|e d^ i>ot> CJhstruet 
our progress ; but instead of all this, onr headii were exposed tQ 
ih» burning rajs of the aiuD ; and obstaeles still mbredlffiiealtto 
overcome stood in our way*. 

The tall weeds and hushes increased so viucb^ aod beeanM.ae 
dosei- that at last nothing was to be seen but an imiMnse fi^ of 
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high tTilck^ts, extending as fat as the eye could reach, and only 
bounded by the mountains 6f Bocaul, that no\)^ appeared at the 
distance ot three or four tniles, according to our calculation, 
tvhjch, however, was very uncertain, as we had supposed them to 
be at'neailythe 6ame di^aiice two days before. 

We were to find our way througli these*thickets, on the tops 
of Vhich it seemed less difficult to walk, than to force a passage. 
We wanjlered about as in a labyrinth, and were often so encircled 
that We had the greatest difficulty to find the place through which 
We had struggled a few moments before ; it was impossible to 
see three steps before us, from the height of the shrubs and 
bushes, being much taller than a man. Had we fallen in here 
with a tiger, feeble and powerless as we were, and without ^ tree 
tt) take shelter in, our chance of escaping would have been but 
imall. I cursed my credulity and foolish curiosity, which had 
brought rte into S^ch circumstances. 

With the compass in my hand, I endeavoured to find a passage, 
but we often came out near the same place, and sometimes far- 
ther back than before ; add to all this, a deep and burning sand, 
into which we sank to the ancles, and traces left of serpents that 
had crept over Its surface, were frequently visible, as well as the 
footsteps of tigers and other animals. 
'^ The Weather, which had hitherto been delightfully (9ry and fine, 
m^ changed to rain, which soon began to fall very liea^ 
vil'y : this was of some service to us, as it cooled the air and the 
gfround, and the clouds intercepted the rays of the sun. 

Having come to a solitary tree, we sat down under it to rest 
ourselves, as its thick foliage protected us from the rain. We 
had not been long bere, when a great commotion took place in 
the tree, and upon looking up we saw a tiger-cat, disturbed by 
our presence, springing from branch to branch ; sometimes she 
ran up to the top, and then descended close to us. I could per- 
ceive she was preparing to spring at our heads, for the tiger-cat 
of the east is often more to be feared than the tiger himself, es- 
pecially when confined, or hard pressed by an enemy. We there- 
fore removed to a little distance, to let her come down, which 
she did at three leaps, 

' As the day was far advanced, and the tree ihider which we sat 
was very high, and the foliage very thick, we resolved to pass the 
night among its branches. Sad necessity obliged us to have 
fecdurse tb this, the bushes being so clcfse that it would have been 
impbssible (6 make a circle of fires wide enough to held us in 
the tniddle, Hi^ithoiit being scorched^o death ; besides, vv^ could 
scarcely find dry wo6d sufficient to boil our rice, mucli les6 to 
keep up several large fires daring the Whole night. The rOpe we 
had broQght %ith lis was now 6f gteat service; we wove'^tbe- 
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tween tiro krg^j binnclifik Uke: a n^t^upum^whieb w« couldilbt 
vhkdttt being m dangec of folii^g^ and in ord^r ta pntvebt ii. 
from bolting us, we eovei^ i^sivisf with leaves, aod tivigis* ti^,-. 
being certnin if we eould lei^bthe foot<tf tbe jiipiiBt^imi lh%. 
followii^ d«y, we made read; ii mf^m^SSWI^titf^^fyi^M-^ 
our next day's dinner. .> , \v :i.',o: 

As soon as it began to grow dark^ we bu|ig par I»g0|g9i hP^ 
a branch, and ascended lo our elevated cQuch$ in which we place4< ' 
oorseivesy as well as the narrow limits would pernf)i^» and rat)x^C: ; 
in an uneasy, half^sittlpg posture it (s true, but it bad t\\P advp^; 
ti^of being tolerably secure. We sqaoked our cigars ^ with :;9,v 
certain sort of satisfaction, and the idea of being secure fjifQp»r< 
danger made us take a (rieasure in listening to the cries of .tj^a 
variou^^ night-birds and wild beasts which surrounded ua« 4- 
movement that we heard from time to time. above pur beads^ 
made us conclude that we were not the only inhabitants of tb^ 
tree, notwithstanding tbe two pistol-shots we had fired before . 
ascending it. 

The cackling of hazel-hens, and the cries ot the wood^ravens . 
bad no sooner announced the break of day, than we left our 
retreat, where we had passed a tolerably quiet night. Har 
ving cleaned our arms, and taken down our rope .front the >;tree, 
we ate the rest of our rice, and refreshed ourselves with a gopd 
draught of arrack. The first rays of the sun gilded the tops of 
the Bocaul mountains, which nowappeared. very plainly at a 
short distance. This sight re-animated pur cpufgge^ andi^e 
began our journey with renewed zeal and vigonV, ifully persuaded 
that before the evening we should arrive at the foot of tl»^^ 
mountains. Notwithstanding all our efl^ts we proce^dei^ but 
slowly, on account of the circuits we were often obliged to make, 
in order to find a passage through the shrubs and thickets,. 

After proceeding about an hour, a disagreeable smell among 
the bushes, like that of a dead carcase, made us apprehensive jof 
being near the abode of a tiger, oi; other wild beast. With our 
guns ready loaded in our hands, « we endeavoured tp avoid tl>^ 
spot whence the smell seemed to proceed, but after going on for 
a quarter of an hour it still appeared to grow stronger, and we 
found ourselves so completely shut in by the bushes and shrubs, 
that it was impossible to know from what side it came. Afraid 
of suddenly falling in with the abode of some monster, while 
endeavouring to avoid it, we resolved to proceed right forward, 
with our guns ready cocked, and pistols loaded. Scarcely had we 
advanced a few steps through a small opening, when, to our great 
surprise, we saw stretched upon the ground, near each other, the 
carcases of a tiger and a bear, already half-consumed by the ants 
which fed upon them. At a little distance we foupd the tiger's 
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Qiboie) iwJiealiedby theboae«4>f heir priy, wd thip^Biiefetete.of 
her jdUBg ones. The beiir tad probably by cbiticetipproMlied 
the refreftl df the' tiger, whieh btdfallett opoD hiwy aod the'fifbl 
biid ended fMaMy for both combateoter We left the apait vjtb 
all the^if^eed we eeaM waiiettae t>f, which waa not greats oa ao« 
coant of the close thickets. 

Abdifl4^^eD e^elowA: wefoiitid it impossible topvoceed fiur- 
thiery tbcfdei^oess and heat of the sand, iiie labour of forcing a 
pasaagie through brambles and thickets, and the aeorchtng rays of 
the< suriyhad so overcome us, that we tiirevr ouraelvea down at the 
fo^t 9f a tFCfeJfcat happened to be near. It waa fortunate we had 
pi^paved a double poition of rice the evening before, otherwise 
we^fahouM have been unable to make it ready, or even to coHect 
weed to beH it. After ^ting some rice, we alept an . hour by 
toms, and then set out, still hoping to reach befo)« sun-set the 
long^ wished for mountains of Bocaul, which now appeared to Jbe 
about two tnilea diatant. The ground had now become harder, 
and more stoney, and the bushes were less close and thinner^ 
while the^trees began to grow more numerous in proportion. We 
weie soon able to proeeed without being obKged to make large 
circnits, and the trees, which we knew by tiie bark to be ebony, 
increased so much, that, aboiit five o'clock, we found ourselvea 
once more in a forest. There were no fruit-trees, and in con^ 
sequeMe, few birds ; the ground was tolerably free from busbesy 
and there seemed to be few wild beasts. 

. We found hy the way a pool of tolerably clear water, our great 
wknt ^f which overcame the antipathy occasioned by moititudea 
of small red serpents, about three inches long, and the thickness 
of a large nail, that were swimming about in it. We concluded 
they were too small to be venemous, and, therefore, straining the 
water through a cloth, we filled diir calabashes, without any fear 
of the consequences. 

As we proceeded without interruptkm, we approached the 
mountains very fiist, when we suddenly found our progress ob^ 
structed by a canal, or ditch, upwards of thirty feet wide, and, 
to all appearance, very deep, which lay direetly across our path^ 
and stretched to the right and left, as far as the eye could reach. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Fruitkss efforts to effect a Passage — Desperate attempts-^La- 
mentable end ojthe Portuguese — Melancholy rejleclims. 

CoKfouNp^B at so sudden an interruption, wheq we thought 
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Oimdfei so tMiArthe flccomplishiDent of oiirexpedBdoO) iviflodked 
Kt eaeh other without being able to utter a word.— A deep silence 
prevailed for some time, but at last recovering our spirits^ I said 
that nothing remained to be done, but to foHow the banks of this 
canat to the right or left, as it must temiinate aomewhere. I 
wished to take to the right, which would have brought us to the 
•Oarce, but my companion persuaded me to proceed to the left 
for some time, and if no opening shouM appear, to return. 

The farther we proceeded, the broader it became, and night at 
last coming on, we were obliged to iialt. The canal, on whose 
banks we had taken up our quarters, defended our rear, while 
three fires we had kindledi protected us in front ; we were, there- 
fore, sufficiently secure from attacks, and the more so, as besi(k^ 
this, there was a tree in the centre, in which we might have taitetf 
f«foge« Except now and then the grumbling of tigers, nothing 
disturbed us. during the night. 

As soon as daylight appeared we proceeded, still following the 
bed of the river, till about nine o'clock, when we found that the 
fiirther we descended, the broader and deeper it became, and 
eqaally impassable as it had littherto been ;— the banks on both 
•ides were high, rough, and almost perpendicular. We, therefofe^ 
returned to seek a passage higher up, and proceeded slowly, 
filled with anxious and melancholy thoughts, not that we despair- 
ed oiF getting over this detestable ditch, but because we should be 
two or three days later in readiing the place of our destination. 

About one o'clock we came, fatigued and covered with dust, 
to a large tree, which grew close to the side of the abyss. We 
stopped bene to eat our dinner, during which my companion was 
ipery pensive and full of thought, appearing to have some pro* 
ject in his head. When dinner was over, he told me with a 
smiling countenance, that lie h^d discovered a method of getting 
over without losing our time. His plan was this :-**the tree un- 
der which we sat was, by chance, exactly opposite to another on 
the other side ; these two trees extended over the carnal their 
thick and long branches, which approached to about fifteen or 
tirenty feet of "each other. His iptemlon was to get down into 
the bed of the river, among the boshes^ and cut his way throo^ 
them with an axe $ and when he had got to the other side, I was 
to fasten our rope to a ramrod, and shoot it over, when he would 
make it fast to his tree, while I fastened the other end to mine, 
though somewhat 4sigher ; by this means it would be easy for me 
to deseend'to the other side with ther baggage. 

There was but one objection to this plan, witieh W8» the 
inapossibility for bim to penetrate the terrible mass of weeds, 
buishes, and brambles. He proposed to wrap up his bands and 
face with handkerchiefs, leaving only a small opening for bis 
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Sir^ ;-^<^ Aocl 93 1,"' md he, '^ Hi^i^ tpvolvfd jfoo le nil tbtM 
ifficulties, it is but just that I run the s^^eatwt ripk«nd 
endeavour to help you out of them/' Fioding biiQ resolved, 
\ g^ve my consent,, on condition that if he found Ibe Attempt 
^o difficulty be should return rather than expose bimaelf (o 
aauger. 

Having taken a heai*ty draught of arrack, he began to 
penetrate thia dreadful chaos, upon his bands and knees» while 
1 atruck the copper dishes against each other with all my 
n)ight, to drive away the venomous reptiles. Before be eom* 
menced, we threw several heavy stones in the abyss, bot itb4 
mass was so thick that they probably did not reach the bottom* 
I proposed to fasten the rope round his body, that by keeping; 
bold of the other, I migbt draw YAm ont if nei$esaary, but be 
thought it WQukl do more Harm than good, and mgbt htnteft 
bis progress by getting entangled among the rooitaand tbofna«« 

He laboured a considerable time before I lost sigbt oi hftm, 
l^ut at last he disappeared, and I sat down on the adge of Ihfi 
abyss, and kept my eyes anxiously fixed, for ab^utb^/ao 
hour, on the opposite side, expecting to see hii9 em^cge foam 
the thickets. All at once I observed «b unusual moneaeMOl * 
among tbebuabes, accompaDied with piercing <aries and horri- 
ble yells of my poor companioo, which I loecbanioally repeat* 
ed. That he was in danger admitted not a nioment'a donbti 
but bow could I aas«8t him ? overcome with deapur^ I firtd 
my pistols, beat upon the copper plates^ run here anci tbere 
like a madman, and nisbing lo theptaoe where b^ bad emleiec^ 
I listened, with the greatest attention, but an awfal silemot 
prevaijiing, I burst ou<t into loud lamentation, and called upon 
my companion by the tenderest names. 

Till late in the afiiernoon I continued my eadeaffoun tft help 
my ttn6>rtuiiate companion, at least to let htm know^if he ntiil 
lived, that ( bad not departed ; I even, veftturcd aeiveral vmrdi 
into the opening he had made, but at last teding: tbalrau waa 
in va«n, overcome with ftktignev hoarse with ^eutiag, and 
Korcbed by the h^aal; of . the sun, I sat down at the foot of tim 
tiree^ lamenting over the aiiu«^k)ft ia4;o wbtoh I bad bmoght 
myself*. I soon,, however, began to think of means of tsdaS^ 
eating mgrael£ from Ibe adn»o eiraamatanfiea in whicli i w« 
involmd^ 

I did not hesitate long about the road I afaould take ; to re>» 
turn to Chilaw through the wilderness, by the way we had 
eome, was to expose myself to almoet certain death : I shud- 
dered at the recollection of the difftculties and dan^rs wehad 
struggled with, and wishing to pro^t by the remamder of the 
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day to leave this fiital place^ I got ap and made every thing 
ready for m^ departure. 

I felt an indescribable reluctance to leave my unfortunate 
feUow-traveller ; it seemed as if I was going to leave a part of 
myself behind me, so true it is, that nothing binds mankind 
more to one another than suffering misfortunes and hardships 
together ; and their attachment is the stronger according to 
the mutual services their situation requires. Casting a last 
glance at the fatal spot where my unfortunate friend had dis- 
appeared, I departed, my heart overwhelmed with sorrow. 
I proceeded slowly along the banks of the canal, bending 
under the weight of what I was obliged to carry for my sup- 
port and protection. 

A noise on the other side of the canal awoke me from the sad 
reflections into which I bad fallen, and I cast a mournful and 
spiritless glance upon the surrounding objects. The wilderness 
seemed doubly solitary, and the want of a companion almost 
insupportable. The fatal canal, or dried up river, which I 
continued to follow, was still equallv broad, and filled to the 
edge with an impenetrable niass of underwood of every de- 
scription. 

. As the sun had almost gone down, I resolved, for want of a 
better lodging, to pass the night under a withered tree I found 
by the way. My first care was to ascend it and break off a 
sufficiency of dry wood, which kept me occupied till night had 
cast her dark veil ov^r these dreary solitudes. I immediately 
kindled my fire to prepare supper, having eaten nothing the 
vphole day; and b^ing still too fatigued to procure game, I was 
obliged to content myself with rice mixed with water and 
pepper. 

The day having changed to a night of pitchy darkness, my 
solitary reflections became doubly horrible ; what frightful 
ideas rose in my imagination ! My solitary meal was scarcely 
finished, when the roaring of the wild beasts, which hitherto 
appeared at a distance, increased so much around me, that I 
was obliged to take shelter in the tree. Having seated myself 
across a thick branch, I took the precaution to fasten my arms 
firmly to another, against which my back leaned, and hanging 
my gun upon a bough, I committed myself to the Divine pro- 
tection, and extreme fatigue soon dosed my weary eyelids. 
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OHAPTBRXV. :' . 

of the Journey — Reviving pro^ects-^Hopekss situation. 

(x :^ar eleven o'clock, when I ftwokej the sun dartied hi^ 
be^ma verticfiUy upon my bead, a burniiig thirst contaiiieil 
me^ and I felt an acute pwi ia my baek aod Embs, ocoasioned , 
byXbe uneasy and uaoatural poaitioii in which I bad reaiaioed 
iu many hcmrsv Having descended firom tbetree/Iobserred 
with »urpri3e,that tb^ remainder of my boiled riee, iirfaich I 
had been obliged to abartdon in haste, had disappeared* A 
jackal^^or perhaps a ser|ient, bad no doubt become master of 
it ^ foriuoately> I bad hung the rest of my rice uponabnuu^b 
of theti^e. . 

. Having quenched my burning, thirst, I took up my load and 
bejfan my .march ; a severe pain in every limb^and a scorching 
suo^ from which I bad not the least shelter, retarded my pro-* 
gressy.apd rendered it difficult beyond description* At last 1 
came' to a pool of water, I sat down to rest a little, and fill iny 
calab«sb» As it viras^ only two o'clock, I resolved to proceed 
^1 four^ and tben'ta.prcpai*e my dinner, hoping bv that time 
tpt^each theioot of the i^iountaius^ which I Calculated to be 
qiiput A mile distant. 

On getting up to {pursue my journey, T perceived at my feet 
anhideous insect. I had often heard mentioned, the horned 
sfuder. Though I had all my life had a particular aversion to 
those sorts of insects, curiosity induced oae to examine it 
closely. Its brown rough body was more than six inches 
round, and its claws, which were about the thickness of a 
quill, held a lizard, the flesh of which it was greedily devour- 
ing. I could plainly see its fioiy eyes rolling in its head ; and 
taking a small twig, I held it under its nose, when it instantly 
darted at it like lightning : letting {all the twig, I set oif as if 
ft serpent had pursued me. 

I continued my solitary way cowered with dust, which filled my 
throat and nostrils, and occasioned an insupportid)W thirst. The 
day bad been unusually hot and sultry, which made me appra- 
henstte of an approaching storm. — I was not. deceived, filacjc 
and copper-coloured clouds heaped upon one another, slowly 
approached in terrible array, and began to cast a thick and dark 
veil over the bright azure of the heavens ; they seemed to retain 
with difficulty the lightning and rain with which, they were sur- 
charged ; the sun was 's€N>n overcast, and they already extea« 
ded thMtselves over the forest that lay on my right. 
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The fear of beiog overtaken by the storm, before my supper 
and bed were prepared, now -changed to the hope of the weather 
clearing up, as the black clouds which gave nie so much uuea*- 
siness appeared^to remain stationary ; and, notwithstanding the 
continual flashes of lightning that illumined their copper-co- 
loured edges, I heard the thunder at a great distance, and only 
at 'intervals. Fortunately the dead trunk of a Mien tree hap** 
pened to be a few paces distant-; I immediately set it on fire, at 
all the dry wood I could collect was not sufficint to keep i^ the 
fire during the night. I then hung my piovisions upon a bnmeh 
of the tree,*climted up, and committed myself to tlie protection 
of Providence. What a dreadful spectre struck my sight ! The 
heavens * seemed all on fire^and the thick darkness was eimy 
moment changed to the brightest day ; my eyes were dazzled by 
the glaring flashes, that rushed from every point of the sky, and 
were instantly succeeded by an awful peal, that rolled from one 
side of the hori2X>n to the other, I was obliged to hold one hand 
to my face to prevent my nose and mouth from being filled with 
sand and dust, which wasivhirled round by the wind, andeovs*- 
loped me like a thick cloud. 

At kit the tempest began to calm l^ degrees. Wet to the 
akin, aiid' shaking with fatigue and want of sleep, I impatieonly 
waited for the dawn, the more so, as I beard a noise at the foot ^ 
the Ircie. in vain. I tried to penetrate the darkness, and the min, 
which fell at intervals, to discover what animal disturbed 
AM. I had flattered myself that few wild beasls weie to be ibnnd 
in this place, as, during the time I had been alone, I had seen 
nope except two bears on the other side of the canal, and- some 
^ herds of wild swine. The noise continued long^ and jgave me 
much uneasiness, but at last it ceased as day*^liglrt began to apr 
pear. 

On oomtng down from .the tree, I observed with regret that 
the rain had made my rice quite wet, and was mtich afraid that it 
would be spoiled if the wet weather continued. Having cleaned 
my arms, I continued my journey, this being the best method 
of warming myself, as well as bringing ny misfortunes to an end. 

I had not proceeded far when I observed at a distance that 
the wood, which bordered the canal, suddenly turned to the. east, 
-and seemed to shut me in. I now concluded that my last hope 
of deliverance had vanished. ^* Gracious heaven !" cried I, ** wh«t 
ahall 1 do^ if this cursed canal should run through this impea^ 
treble forest, which is full of ravenoi» beasts, against whose at- 
tacks I shall soon be too feeble to defend myself ?* or should J 
escape them I -must wander aboqj: till I perish with hungertand 
iatigoe." Ish-^ukl not have remained in this uncertainty, if a 
h:it rested on the tops of the trees and bushes, had n6t 
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prevented me from seeing that tti^ canal changed its direction 
with the wood ; I obserMffd^ thj^- when about half a mile from the 
place where the turn commenced. This place was full of rocks, 
behind which a cbaia of iQp^i9tains.msci4theii:bare t^*. Tl|e 
livelie3t. joy now succeeded tbe si^dnessk and despair which had so 
long possessed my heart. " Heaven be praised/' I joyfully ex- 
efa&Kd^ ^ perhaps I am now' at the end of my raiserias i 1 am 
now near those so bmg wiisbed-for mountains^ and no obstacle 
soems UBt pvevent my reaching them.'^ I increased my speed tA 
aucift as my) feeUe powers would permit, till the beams of the 
min^ which began to be feh, Feminded me of my wet clothes ai^d 
net ; I tberetoe kindled afire, and began to boitmy rice. 

About ekven o\:loek I arr^^d at the foot of a steep rock, about 
aiBityi feec high, and as sHiooth as a wall, rising like an insur- 
SHnintable harriiei across my path. I looked anxiously about fot 
aonMiinie^ but no passage or opening appeared. At thts firi^ltt- 
fob prospect H^ strength gave way, I sunk down npon the ei^rfh; 
and a deatfa^like coldness Spread over aH my limbs. I remained 
■Mirtt tlmm m quarter of an hour in this situation. At length, 
oomiBg to myselfy- I gave vent to my feelings in loud and bitter 
lapnentations | I beat my breast, and with terrible execrations', 
ainatd tbQ poor Fortuguese, who had already been sufEfcientiy 
paois^dte* btsimpraience. 

] spent sooM thwe in these usefess eotii^Iathts, tilf T biegan to 
itleet that they only ertansced my remaining strength, and ren- 
dered me inoapabltt of getti^ over those rocks, and' mountain^ 
if these fhosld be* a pffobiMli^ of aceompli|shing it. I then got 
ap to.aKamitie the ptaoe ttiore closely, but I was soon convinced 
that my riioailbn^ wai^ h4petess^$ on the left I had the c^nrf, 
wli#se bamks, ft^iMitf tli&elievatk^ of tbe ground, had Become ex- 
«eediogiy st^ep aifd bi|gh, and its bed still exhibited the sM^ 
aolid mass 6t brtfmbl^s, thokrrs, and: weeds. Before n^ewas a 
vidge of rocks, wtiich'On tkeone side overhung the 'Aitalaftysaf, 
and on* the other egtfended fiir into the wood, thus completely 
afauttidi^ in the somII space erf g^und that lay between- them. The 
liwteof the voek exMbfted evei^ where tbe same smooth appear- 
aacef and was as peipdidietilaar as a wall. The only place that 
aD afM^i of other cHriibiBj^ animal could have ascended by, wad 
sbaiW'lhe^aiial, whe)pe tM ro<^k sloped doWn to the bu^he^, ahd 
' wm not quite so steepaaelsetvliere ; it was abo more or le^s pro- 
vide^ wftb eleftv and holes* ; but the bare idea of hanging o.veir 
^ gulf, into whieh the least fafe^ ate^ would hUvfc plunged 
Mis, Bukle BIB tremble f besidi^, I should have, been dbffgUd to 
leaee my jgatb aod pveiittions behibd'inje^ if t Had' veiitfured ujk)il 
the uttdsnaiMrr 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Tike Fambcu-Rqfahf or Eoyal Seij^ent—Adverarattsleap'^Sin-'- 
gular pr^teroafion— CAeerIm proipects — Strange Somds. 

TaBRS remaincfl, thvreforei no other alternative than to foUo# 
the direction of the rock into the foreat, and to get roumd it if 
possible, or to find a pluce where it witf less steep, and the samr 
mit more easily attainable. But it would have been ahnost as 
^asy to pierce the rock itself, as to penetrate the close mass of 
thorns, bushes, and rank weeds,, which, interwoven together in 
every possible way, prevented all access to the foot qf it. 

Struggling with disappointment and vexation, I foHowed the 
edge of the wood, either to see. if there was.any means of getting' 
into it, as I hoped, by continuing along the side of it to arrive at 
its terminatioUj or find a passi^ through it. Having proceeded 
iMck about fifty paces with this intention, I had the satisfaction to 
observe a small opening, through which, with much khour and 
difficulty, I penetrated into the wopd.. Scarcely had I entered it 
when I heard a loud hissing, and uncommon motion in a laige 
tree that stood some paces from me. With all the speed terror 
permitted, (.flew towards the rock, my eyes glanced lustily over 
It, but seeing the utter impossibility of reaching its top, despair 
made me resolve to retrace my steps to the spot where I iiad 
lost my unfortunate comrade, and all alone as I was, toretttrn to 
Chikw by the wa^ we had come, through so many dangers and 
difficulties. This desperate resolution seemed at that moment 
to be the only alternajtive left me in my hopeless situation* 

Without further deliberation, therefore, I nuide haate to tdie 
up my gun and provisiQi)s, which I had. left on the ground in my 
flight, when suddenly the same hissing that bad driven me 
so quickly out of the wood, stiuek my ears-^I looked round-^a 
monstrous serpent, of enormous rize, was crawlmg slowly out of 
the same openmg by which I had entered a few moment^ before, 
and thus my retreat was cut off on every side. At this sight the 
earth seemed to open under n^y feet.; I uttered a,horrible yell, and 
courage and hope instantly forsaking me, I stood as if thunder- 
struck, and could form no resolu(ion,-rwbeff0 could I fly ?---where 
conceal myself ? I saw the terrific monster ready to swallow 
me ; I saw his eyes gUriog, and liis throat swelling with fiiry. 

Shut in on every side, nothing remained but to throw my- 
self into the canal, which was pn my left ^--before me I had the 
perpendicular wall of rock ; on the right lay the Impenetrable mass 
of brambles and weeds, which extended from the lock along the 
•dge of the forest, and cut off all hope on that side. My situ- 
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ation was such as is not easily described; those' who have been in 
similar circumstances can filone judge what I felt. 

An unconquerable irresolution still made me hesitate^ but 
seeing the hated monster open his immense jaws^ and quicken 
his pace^ and now only about a hundred paces from me^ 1 pushed 
towards that part of the rock that overhung the canal. I made a 
leap about five feet from the rock, and an equal height from the 
ground, to lay hold of a cleft with my hand, — it succeeded ! But 
for the threatened ilanger, which called forth all my strength and 
agility, I should never have been able to venture^ much less to 
accomplish such a leap. I remained some moments hanging by 
the hands over the abyss, before I could find any small projection 
on which to place my feet, and relieve my arms from the weight 
of my body. During this anxious struggle, I expected every mo- 
ment to be devoured by the monster ; fortunately it was not of 
the species that crawl upon their tails, with th^ir heads erect, like 
the naga. I made incredible efforts to save my life. By seizing 
upon every projection, and holding fast by every cleft, I at last 
reached the edge of the rock, and drew myself to the top. 

Being now beyond the reach of the monster that pursued me^ 
I sank down near the edge of the rock ; the severe exertions 
I had made, and the idea of having escaped so narrowly, almost 
deprived me of breath; every limb shook with a convulsive 
motion. After remaining for some time in a sort of lethargy, I 
was roused by the reflection that I had lost all the means I bad 
possessed of prolonging my life. I rose up, though scarce able 
to stand, and casting my eye^ towards the serpent, I saw it busy 
in deyouring my rice, which was contained in a goat-^skin bag. 
After swallowing it, the monster made severalcircuits round the 
place, raising up the sand with its long tail, and still continuing 
the same horrible hissing. At last it departed, entering the forest 
by the same opening by which it had come out. I gazed with 
horror upon its enormous body, covered with yellow and black 
spotted scales ; it sometimes raised its terrific head, and crept 
with a slow and regular motion. It appeared to be about fifty 
feet long, and its body was considerably thicker than mine. 

•With unspeakable grief I saw at the same time my gun and 
pistols lying at the foot of the rock. Without this irrepaii&ble 
loss I should have considered my rencounter with the serpent^as 
a fortunate event. I was, in fact, in a Certain sense, indebted to 
it for my life ; having as it were with shut eyes, and not consi- 
dering Vhat I did, ascended this, to all appearance, insurmount- 
able barrier, the fear of instapt death having lent me courage and 
address. In no other circumstances would I have attempted it ; 
the mere idea would have, made me tremble, and deprived me of 
power to execute it. 1 examined the objects around me with . 
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unspeakable auiety. What a melaQcholy prospect presexxled 
Itself! the place on which I stood was part of a chain of a«teep 
rude rocks^ visb|^ above one atiotber, and aurrouoded by a dreadful 

Klf, in^ the middle of which the fatal caoal woodo. lound the 
^ ttom of the brdcen rocks. Almost petrified with terror at tjiis 
view, I saw too well that my sufierio^ were not yet at an end; 
the wild and dreary scene before me^ and the want o£ mean^ x,q 
preserve roj life, made me conclnde' that nothing but a miraicle. 
could save it. • 

The sun was almost set^— *the hope that my deliyeiance might 
be nearer than I expected^ suppressed the melancholy reflections 
that rose in my mind^ and without deliberating longer on what 
was to be done, I eot up, and proceeded in an easterly direction9,as 
fast as the ruggedness of the rocks permitted. 

Fortunately! met with water in the clefts and holes^ othejcwi^e 
I must have, after all, been obliged to return to Chilaw by the 
old route, as it would haye been certain death to proceed in such 
a fiace without water. 

The situatwn of this dreary region left me no choice as to the 
course I should take. I hoped that^ by going along the valley, 
through the middle of which the canal wound,, I mi^t meet with 
some opening. I could easily pevceive that this detested caoa^ 
which coDtinually opposed my passage, was nothing elsq but the 
forsaken bed of a river, whose wet and muddy bottooi had pror 
dttced such a mass of weeds, biyshes^ hrt^mbles^ and creeping plants 
of every description. 

On the approach of night I sought for a proper place for a 
shelter, if it should lain. There seemed no reason to he afraid 
of wild beasts, as it was altogether iaq>ossible for them to find 
any prey among these barren rocks. I sat down at the foot of a 
rock, which, by the projection of the upper part, formed a sort 
f»f vault, or grotto, and searching my pockets I found, to my 
great joy, the tinder*box, which, foitonately, waa not left with 
the rest of my thinga. Before lying down, therefore, I set fire 
to a few handmls oT dry weeds and thorns, to disperse the insects 
and reptiles that might be thereabouts ; then throwing myself op 
the ground, I gave full vent to my sorrowful reflectionstt 

Aoout midnight I was aroused from my pensive musings by a 
noise like the barking of dogs^i accompanied from lime to Ume 
by deep and hollow tones thai seemed to bsue from the moun^^ 
tain on the opposite aide of the canal. Before I could colVsct 
my terrified fancy sufficiently to judge what it might be, I. heard 
the same sound behind me, but at some distance i there even 
seemed to be the voices of several persons, who burst into kxid 
fits of laughter, which produced an indescribably awful contrast * 
with the stillness of the night, and the dead sUeoce and solitude 
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of the dreary region. This noise continued several minutes, and 
sometimes seemed to approach rapidly^ and then to retreat with 
equal swiftnesi. I rose up, — a sodden tfarill ran through all my 
limbs, and I listened with a beating heart ; the deep baying re- 
sounded in the distance, in flying Jaaat^, «Md mtas answered 1^ tb|t 
echoes of the neighbouring rocks. — Again an awful atillness jire- 
vailed. All at once, behind the rock on which I stood, a shrill 
and liorrible ycfll seemed to arise. The blood froze in my veins ) 
I could withhdld no longer.-^-" I must see what it is,** awtid f , 
•« wei« ft Satan himsdf !'* I armed myself with a large stone, 
and rushed, half desperate, out of the cavern. At the same mo* 
nrent -there issued from behind a rock about ten paces from me, 
Sutih a mixture of strange sounds, $o sharp, «o piercing, so hor« 
rlbleand uncommon, that I put my fingers in my ears, unable to 
withstand the hellish tumult, and retreated in such haste tfiat my 
head s^eruck against a projection of the rock; my fece was in- 
irtantly covered with blood, and I crept into the fartfhest comer 
of the cavern. 

i do not Relieve in ghosts and apparitions, neitlier am I stiper* 
stitieus, or easily frightened ; had this been the easel should 
never have ventured to traverse the most dreary and solitary part 
of the Island, almost alone. I feared nothing in Ihese lonely 
regions but the wild beasts. I intended, at first, not to mention 
this singular incident, afraid of appearing ridiculous, 1)nt*sinree 
my arrival at JaBhapetnaro, I have received flrom severd credible 
persons more minute and copious accounts respecting these •sin- 
gular sounds, which confirmed all that I have related above;—** 
that in the mountains, and on the banks of the Maweliegonga, 
Strange noises occur, either from gaseous exhalations, or from con- 
tests or currents of wind.* The Cingalese imagine them to be the 
voices of certain exiled Rt^hasfahs, or evil spirits, but the vulgar 
Ekiropeanscall'them crieS'Of wood devils. The philosophical reader 
will, however, ascribe them to natural causes, at present untraced. 
I heard nothing aQerwards except the sound of fftlHng rodks, 
rolling down the sides of the mountains, and plunging headlong 
into the gulf below ; and the -splitting of these might have iral 
some connexion with the noises in question. I passed the re^ 
mainder of the night in continual anxiety, which banished sleep 
fi'om my eyes. At last the long-expected dawn appeared, and 
1 proceeded on my tedious journey. 

* In WoLP*s voyages to Ceylon,' mention is nrade of the same sounds ; and 
tiieyseem calculated to alarm even a less credulous traveller than onr author, 
whose belief in dretiros, and other ^Mifkerstittons, is part of the Tulgar mythflogjr 
'«f the Dutch, and all Northern natiQn&.-—EiriTaK. 
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CHAPTER XVU. , ..• -. 

DangeroM atcent of the mountains — The Serpent— -Tlte-ffiitt-^ 
Tlie pretipiee-^jigreeabJe'dueooiery. ■•..■> >. 

Having been during se?era] days e^p^^ed \o all tKe.cliMge^.pfi 
^the aUnospb^re, wkb no other, roof thaaibe sky, Bfi4 .baY<Ag 
no refred&iqg rfist, 1 was m exhgufted ti^at 1 was obUged. ^^tPp^ 
ffOHi time tp tim« to take breatb. ...j. 

Abputnine o'clock I got pat of this accuipolation of fOQt(s^,i9i4 
all atooca ci^e to the foot of a steep mountaip wholly de9tiUM. 
of vegetation* Broad and deep chasms on both sides of me,. b^*f. 
Urean whjbcb I stood as upon an island^ prevented ffk^ ffom g^i^g 
roi^nd the mpuotain, and left me no other alterqatjive tbun^her M 
a«Gf x^ it, or turn back. I collected all my str^^gtb an^ b^» iliff 
ascent^ which I found extremely difficult* The ropk^.oftf 9 gnwa* 
way in my liands> and losing mj balanoe I was in da9gfF of f^Uog 
to tbe bottom. But at la&t^ after incredible kibour^ I r^cb^d tfai 
aummiu 

The prospect on the one side was bounded by: stef|)! and-baro: 
mountains^ and pa the ot^ieri^as far as .the eye could reach* I j«0tiM. 
see only^an.UQinterrupted'exteqt of for^sts^ which was lostamQllg-* 
dar)£ thick clouds in the fardistaQt horizpn. I. looked; d«9^apao» 
l^ely ai[^odon this d^olate and oh^ri^sf prospept*. Below. m^ 
I could see nothing but high pr€|cipices» jrifii^ outof frigblfur 
gulfs, or projiecting rocks every moment threateoing to falk 

With dismay I found that though the side pf |be mouutaia' 
which I I^ui climbed was very steeps yetjtl^at by whieb I ^bmiU 
be, obliged ta descend w^ infiaitety more.so^ b^u^ almost per- 
pendicular, except where theimouolain joined the caoaland form- 
ed part of its banks, . - • 

'I was diverted from my disagreeable refl^tio»s by seeing a ser-« 
pent of about tbi:ee fe^t. loug aad.as many inches thick, pursutog 
a liaard, whidi endeavoured with all its might in escape :, firon^ ' 
compassion for the wretched animal I took up^Hsfone^ aiKi taking 
a good Aim> killed the serpent. The idea of using it for food itir 
stantly occurred to me $ 1 knew well that the most veaomiHis ser^ 
pents, such as. the Naga, might be eaten^ and were often used as 
a medicine, so tbf^t I found 00 difficulty of making use of the one 
I had killed. Having prepared it for being roasted, I kindled a 
fire of some dry bushes I found here and there among the rocks. ; 
hanger made it delicious, apd I ate the whole of it 

While I was occupied with my wretched meaj 00 the top of 
this aerial mountain, small clouds began to assemble, and at last 
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iHey enveloped me with a dense mist. I hoped that they were 
only passing ctduds and that the sun would soon dispel therti^ but 
to toy great disappointment they remained, and the mist be^* 
came so thick that in a short time I could see only a few feet 
ttrouad me. 

It appeared trnptsssibli? to descend the moutatain enveloped in 
darkness^ when the least false step Would have hurled me head* 
long from the rocks i^to the abyss below* There was, however, 
' something so truly horrible in tne idea of perishing with hunger 
and misery oti the top of a dreary mountain, that I resolved to 
make the attempt without waiting till the mists were dispelled^ 
1 tiierefore endeavoured to recollect the places that appeared 
most eligible for that purpose, where the mountain was less steep, 
and thetocks afforded any thing like a prospect of sure footing. 
On approachmg the edge of the rock where I was to descend, the 
frightnil view still made me hesitate, and I remained some time 
in a state of painful indecision, till at length the fear of being 
overtaken by the storm, which seemed almost ready to burst, urged 
ftte to the attempt* Palling on my knees, 1 commended my soul 
to the Almighty, amd without further delay, or listening to the sug- 
gestions of fear, I sKd over the edge of the rock. I remained 
for some time hanging by thie hands, and still held fast with a 
tonvnlsive grasp, but it was tpo late to return ; my hantfs became 
fatigued, ahtVJE was obliged toMescend^ every step was the result 
of mature dellberatiob, and I never removed one foot or hand till 
the other was fixed. But, notwithstanding all my precaution, I 
often laid hold of bushes or weeds whose withered roots gave 
Way in my hand, an^ sometimes the projections of the rock sunk 
under my weig^ and I remained for some moments hangihg 
by my hands over the gulf, before I could find new footing. 

After continuing this painful labour about three quarters of an 
liour, I found myself all at once clear of the mi^t, but at the 
»ame time saw that I had left the intended straight line in descend^ 
!ng, and made almost a quarter of a circle round the side of the 
mountain, which would have brought me much nearer the abyss. 
It therefore became necessary to change my course, but the fright- 
fttl position in which I was, occasioned such a dizziness that I 
durst not move. So long as \he mist had covered my view, I scram- 
bled down without much fjear, supposing that I was in the rigti^ 
direction, but seeing myself hanging over a blabk abyss on the 
side of a precipitous rock, terpr seised my faculties, and I re- 
mained almost a quarter of ^n hour motionless. My heart bea^ 
violently and a cold sweat cdvered my limbs. How gladly would 
I have returned tothe top of the mountain ! The moment approach- 
ed when I should be obliged to let go my hold, and I was so con- 
fused as not to have observed that the mist had slowfy descended 

VOYAGBS, m. V. . Q 
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^anf) ofice more enveloped me« No longer fieetog t^e gul. 
uo4er me^i I begau to recover by degree^i, and at length re- 
commenced my painful and ^angerop$ labour. . 

Having continued! to descend about a quarter of an honr», I 
laid hold of jei shrub that grew in a cleft of the rock, but what 
was my terror on finding it give way. Before I bad tjine to 
seize any thing else^ my footling failed, and I fell headlong into 
the gulf! When 1 came to myself, I was lying in tb?, valley 
very.near the canal. Fortunately the mountain was nqt Vj^j^y 
^teep near the bottom, and I bad not fallen from, a great 
height^ otherwise I must certainly have lost my life ; I vvas, 
however, considerably bruised. ...^ . . . 

The love pf life directed f^U n^y thoughts towarcjs its pre3(?r- 
vation, and 1 Jfelt that nothing but determined resolution covud 
extricate me from my present unhappy situation* I r^olved, 
therefore, in place of spending my remaining strength in use- 
less complaints^ to venture every tbbg^ and I^ve nothing no- 
attempted for my deliverance. 

With this intention I began to seek a path among the rocka, 
following the direction of the canal. I had not proceeded far, 
when I observed a bird on the point of a rock ; and crepVnear 
and took so good an aim with a stone, that he fell to the grpund 
dead. Rejoicing . that I had got something' eatable, tho^h it 
did not seem .very delicate, I made haste to collect son^e div 
thorns and kindle a fite^ and lunring roasted the bird, as mcU 
as I could^ I ate it up^ after which 1 felt moch betl^^ and 
niy strength began to recover. - ■ ' \ - 

After proceeding for some time, I found myself as it Wre 
inclosed by a circle of high-pointed ' rocks, which pceven^ 
me from seeing any thing but the way I had comey and the.aky 
above my head. I continnedi however, to scramble avtr«tliiem 
in the hope of meeting with a passage. I made very litjLle 
progress, and the heat of the sun falling upon the rocks^ o^ettr 
sioned a continual thirst ; fortunately the rainy season was not 
quite over^ and I found enough of water in the holes of the 
rocks. In the dry season death would have, been inevitable. . 

The day began to close, and it therefore became necessary 
to seek a place where I could pass the night, andi soon. found 
one that had some resemblance to a caVe. . I sat dowa*oirer- 
conie with despondency. When the last ravs of the sun gilded 
the tops of the mountains, I cast a mournAiI eye upon the wii- 
derness that surrounded me, and ^he deepest melanchoty took 
possession of my soul. The awfulness of the place and the 
time, and the faint hope that remained of my being able- to 
bear up against so many sufferings, fiUed me with hc^ror*.. 

Night overtook me in the midst of my rePections^.and eivit 
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a yeihover-tKe turr^mndiDg objects^ and, Sffiiv^ering witW the oold 
damp of the mist, I crept under the rbok that was to serve as 
adheker* I shogid willingly have kindled a fife, bdt the 
means were wanting ; its absence increased the hon'Or of hay 
situation. 

' Pall of restlessness and anxiety, I stretched myself on the 
cold surface of the r6clr, still endeavouring to fell asleep, when 
fey chance putting my hand into n^y pocket, I felt five ccgars 
that had fellen through a hole into the lining of my coat,' I 
struck a light, and smoked them with a pleasuretsimilar 
to that afforded by n draught of cold refreshing water to a 
])erson parched with thirst. My sombre ideas vanished as I 
contiiiued to smoke ; and whether the enjoyment I felt had 
calmed my per'tui-bed mind, or the fumes of the tobacco hUd 
produced a soporific efFeet, I fell fast asleep. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Faint my qfh(>pe — DUappdi^ment — LaM effbrt-^The candl-^T%e 
Oedombo — Deliverance— Mattiappoe — Jfrrival ai Pdeiian^ oMi 
Jctffnapatfiam — GmclnsiGn, 

It was broad day wl^en I awoke ; my limbs were bruised aod stiffs 
accompanied with a shiverii^ which made me apprehensive of 
being seized with a fever ; a burning thirst consumed me, and! 
felt, by my feeble state,^ that this might probably be the last 
day of my life, if I should find nothing to restQi:e my exhausted 
fKiwers, I got up frojQp my hard couch, and havii^g in some de- 
gree quenched my parching thirs^t with some water in the rocks, 
^proceeded on my toifooipe iouruey,, keeping to ^hf east as much 
as possible. ' 

My progress was very slow, having coptiiviiaUy to clanaber over 
high rocks, .with iucredibte difficulty and labour, . to which, my 
exhausted strength wa3 unjequal ;. 1 was, therefore, often obliged 
to sit down aud rest myself. The rays of the sun refiectftd by the 
rocks, and the . closeness of the place, from the heigb^ of the 
surrounding rocks, occasioned p, suffocating and insupportable 
beat.^ In vain I endeavoured .to find $ome ground for bopf? and 
consolation; courage bad., altogether |^b^dape4 ^^> aml^&tftl 
despondency overpo\ver€j(l my 90^)... . ; 

. Afier losing my unfortunate campanioiisl was atill su{:ported 
by the hope that every step I took brought me so much nearer 
home, but the unexpected obstacles I. had continually met with, 
and the pn>bid>ility my not being able to support the want of 
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fi)Od>i¥iach I<Miger9 mad^ mil .now. lodk fotf imtbtog biit;« mMd 
and iiie¥itable oeath*. I had. frei|«eiilly tri#d to kill ^meoftbe 
birds ?£ pr^y thai alighted on the top of tbe loeka, but nqr ipeak- 
M9€ prevented me from auning with avScient .address^ audi 
never succeeded. 

The sun had finished half Uscoursei whcA I suddenly foimd 
myself before the canal, whose course I had not b^eirable toM- 
loi^r after descending from the mountain^ oo account of ibe jreofcs 
that prevented my approach. The joy I felt at first;si^t ofi tfai& 
horrid gulf, was greatly diminished od observing that il was aliaost 
two hundred feet below 'me, and the banks extremely steeps Its 
bed vi^as still full of tlxirns and bushcft, but 1 could obserre here 
and.there.pie<;es of rook that rose above them, which OMide me 
CO|[)clade that this mass was not so close and impenetraUe .as 
formerly ; besides, it no longer occupied the whole (MFoadth of the 
bed, so that there was space enough to walk oq either side. 

Seeing the impossibility of desoending into the hollow, mod 
scrambling up on the opposite side, I concluded, that the only 
way left was to climb over some steep rocks, in order to avoid 
tlu>se that formed the head of the canal. I therefore began to 
^cnimble over as well as I could, but soon found my pKogr«» ob« 
stfuctild by awful abysses^ and deep chasms^ which I ^ouM. not 
look down into without horror. ^^ This is the plaoe,^* X ex^aim* 
ed, ^' where my life and miseries must endiogether ; abandoned^ 
without food, I must close my weary eyes, and suffer the last 
agonies among these solitary rocks, no human being shall be near, 
to receive my last sigh, or preserve my body from the birds of 
prey/' After sitting for about half an hour, I rosie up tb examine 
more closely, whether/ there still remained any possibility bf 
extricating ngiyself, — all my labour was in vait^ there seetaied 
tb be no other way left, but to turn back and follow the course of 
the canal, till I should find a place where it n(^ight be possible to 
descend into it, and reach the other side. 

With this intention, I collected all my remaining strength, ta 
ascend a higliTock, from which I could see the Course of the 
canal tb a considerable distance ^ — what were my transport^ on 
seeing, at a small distance^ the bank fallen in on the $ide where I 
wa)s. I scrambled down as fast as my weakness would permit, and 
lastcned to the place, where, to my inexpressible joy,,! found 
hat the rubbish had fallen in sudh a manner, as to render the 
lesceut to th6 tniddle of the bed quite easy. 
. In the middle of my career I bbiserted, very near me, ^ 
ofedecim'bo,* a sort of crocodile^ or large lilard, which perhaps 

* TbU asM^ibiona aaioul is QaUe4| ia tU» CiiBgalae Unguage^ TalsWt ^mA 
li«ii slready been deftcrib«<l , . ♦ 
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h&ag frigkteiied by theooiae Imade it) deacendingy came oot 
of a clef ciu the rocks. At otie leap I cleared the place ih^X 
separated «y)e,from it^ and caaght hold of iU long tati at the 
iftomcot when makiog its e«cape among the rocks and stones* 
I drew it out with considerable difficulty, as it h^W very fast, 
and iostantiy shattered its head against the rock^ I arrived 
at the bottom happier than a monarch, a^(^ sitting down to. 
re»t, I looked at my booty with ines^pressible satisfaction, well 
kumving its renovating properties, 

it began to grow dark. On looking round I observed near 
me a smaU^ scmewhat elevated hollow in a rock, in which I 
T^olved to pass the night* I made haste to collect some 
withered bushes, and make a fire, after which I prepared my 
oedoembo* It weighed only about three pounds, but those 
that ai*e near rivers or fertile places are much heavier, some* 
times weeing ten or twelve pounds^ I then cut it in small 
pieces, and my hunger was such, tt>at in a short time 1 de- 
voured, rather than eat> nearly one half of it» 

Having finished my meal, I threw myself on my knees, 
thanking the Almighty for bis goodness in having thus far pre- 
served 0>a from perishing of hunger ; — my courage revired, 
and I put on a determined resoluticm never again to give way 
to despair, and to persevere to the last extremity. With the 
flattei^ hope of nei^t day seeing an end to ail my troubles, and 
with the coosoliog idea of possessing the means of existence 
fi^ at least a day or two, I lay down to sleep without anxiety 
or fear at finding myself alone at the bottom of this awful 
gulf> and without being afraid of wild beasts ; on the contrary^ 
I slept sosciund that it was broad day when I awoke. 

Having breakfasted on a few morsels of my oedeombo^ and 
put the reniainder in my pockets, I set out, more vigorous 
than ever, towards the head of the canal. As the bushes were 
now only ia the middle of the bed, I scrambled over upon the 
rocks that rose here and there above tbem, and soon found 
myself on the other skle of the mass of thorns, bushes, and 
weedsj in which my unfortunate companion bad lost bis life, 
and so long bad denied me a passage. 

J now began to run with all my might, like a lost child that; 
sees the weU-known dwelling of its parents at a distance, and 
yuns towards it with oatstretcbed arnrs. I came to a turn, 
but had so sooner reached it than I stood mo4:iot)less ; io 
vain I opened my mouth, and made several ef£:>rts to utter ai 
souiid, nvy voice died upon my lips, and tears ran down n>y 
boUow cheeks. 

My transports were occasioned by seeing, in an open place 
in the wood, a party of Cingalese at dinner, with their oxen 
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grazing arocind them« ' They did* not diiserve meat first, fc^t 
having come to myself a little, the sound of my vo}<Je reached 
therriv They were not a little surprised at my appearance, and 
canhe towards roe with marks of astonishment, but they no 
sooner approached, tbaii joy otercame my enfeebled facultiee, 
and I sunk upon the ground lYi a swoon. The good people did 
all they could to recover me, a^id at- length they succeeded. 
Bein^ extremely weak and indisposed, they prepared sopie 
infusions of plants which threw me into a sound and refreshing 
sleep. . * ' ' 

N^xt morning, about eight o'<^lock, they awoke me ta piro- 
ceed on my journey ; I had slept almost twenty hours. They 
«et me upon one of the oxen, and I began by degress to be 
moret^anqitll and composed. I was in a caravan consisting of 
twenty-four men, and upwards of fifty loaded oxen. Observing 
the chief near me, I approached him to offer my facknowtedg- 
roents, but great was njy surprise upon finding' htm to be no 
other than the worthy Manioppoe, whom I had met with 
sooft- after' leaving Jaffnapatnam ; he expressed a desire to 
ki^f^ What accident had brought me to that place. As it ivas • 
of the greatest importance to conceal my motive fdr under- 
taking the'journey With the Portuguese, I told him, that having 
been on a hunting expedition in company with another Mes- 
tese, we were attacked, when on our return, by a wild buffalo, 
which killed my companion ; that in endeavouring to escape 
I bad lost my way, and wandereii several days among the 
mountains without food.- Manioppoe informed me in his turn 
that they had come from Ddigieoiir, and were going to Poet-^ 
Ian to purchase salt. My joy was not a little increased on 
hearing t^t- his destinatiou was the same as niyoVni. I 
theii^re requ^st^d him ta allow me to accompany Ih6 party 
to t?hat place, td which he most willingly consented. 
• We continued our journey without meeting with «ay thing 
reftiarkable, and in three days reached Poetlan, where I took 
an affectionate fareweirof the friendly Manioppoe, and hiring 
a vessel, in a short time arrived at Jaffnapatnarft. I shall say 
ttothing of' my meeting with my Aiehcl and with Anna, de- 
seriptloiu^ 0f such scenes have often been attempted, but they 
alvrays eo^e far short of the reality. Thetvents of thfs jour- 
ney have left an indelible impresirion upon mj^ mind, they have 
£ resented* tW vieissttndes of life in a new poiYit of view, and I 
ave drawn fix>m them this conclasion;' Neyer to lose courage 
ID any danger, or^oe despair in any difficirlty, however great. 

; The End/ 
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